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 In the early nineteenth century, the Shawnee Cattle Trail ran from Texas to Missouri, passing 

through or skirting Oklahoma, Kansans, and Arkansas.  The Shawnee Trail Regional Conference 

aims to foster intellectual connections between scholars in this region.  The conference series 

allows scholars working on any topic related to American politics or constitutionalism to 

exchange ideas with colleagues in a serious but convivial setting.  Scholars interested in American 

constitutional and political development and / or American political thought are particularly 

encouraged to participate.  Meetings take place annually, rotating between Columbia, MO and 

other locations.  A sequential panel format is utilized (we’ll have our own room for the whole 

day), with presenters pre-circulating papers in advance of the meeting.

Proposals Due Oct 16, 2016

CALL FOR PAPERS
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The Kinder Institute on Constitutional Democracy at the University of Missouri is pleased to announce 

the third annual Shawnee Trail Regional Conference on American Politics and Constitutionalism. 

This iteration will be held, as mini-conference within the 98th Annual Meeting of the Southwestern 

Social Science Association (SSSA), on Thursday April 13th, 2017 at the Hyatt Regency in Austin, TX. 

Call for Submissions - October 16, 2016 Deadline

We are currently accepting proposals for papers. The conference is open to faculty and graduate 

students in departments of political science, history, philosophy and related disciplines from the Shawnee 

Trail region. We welcome papers on all aspects of politics and American constitutionalism, broadly 

defined to encompass political and constitutional development, political thought, and public law.  

SSSA policy requires that proposals include a complete abstract and MUST be sent through their 

submission website: http://convention2.allacademic.com/one/sssa/sssa17/

Submitting a proposal requires that all authors have a complete profile on the submission website 

at time of submission.  (In other words, step one is to complete an author profile before submission is 

allowed.) Please include the words “Shawnee Trail Regional Conference” at the top of your proposal.   

VERY IMPORTANTLY, all proposals for the Shawnee Trail Regional Conference should be routed 

through the Political Science submission option (Dr. Jennifer Horan field chair).   It may be prudent to 

also inform Dr. Curt Nichols (curt_nichols@baylor.edu) when you have submitted your proposal.  He 

is the mini-conference chair and will have access to all Shawnee Trail proposals in the SSSA system. 

A full mini-conference schedule will be announced in conjunction with the SSSA’s, and instruction 

for distribution of papers will follow.  

Contact

Dr. Curt Nichols, Assistant Professor of Political Science at Baylor University, and Dr. Justin Dyer, 

Associate Professor of Political Science and Director of the Kinder Institute on Constitutional 

Democracy, are the conveners.  Allison Smythe, Kinder Institute Program Coordinator, is guru of – 

among many other things – travel, logistics, design, and multimedia production.

Curt Nichols: curt_nichols@baylor.edu

Justin Dyer: dyerjb@missouri.edu

Allison Smythe: smythea@missouri.edu

Go to www.sssaonline.org for overall details concerning the SSSA meeting.


