
 

Border State Conservativism and Political Abolition during the Civil War 

 

The following documents help chart the political trajectory and strategy used by a 

Missouri politician, James Rollins, as he ran for office in central Missouri and later represented 

his district in the United State House of Representatives during the Civil War. The first two 

letters, written by Rollins to a political ally in the district named James Broadhead, describe 

Rollins’s plan to win the district from his Democratic opponent. The third letter shows 

Broadhead’s reaction to that strategy in action. 

The fourth document is a speech Rollins made in the US House describing his 

perspective on emancipation in the Border South as a representative from Missouri. The next 

document can be described as the dramatic crescendo of Rollins’s legislative career. A 

slaveowner himself, Rollins was one of the last (if not the last) legislators to support the 

constitutional abolition of slavery.  Just days before the passage of the Thirteenth Amendment, 

Rollins stood before his colleagues and presented a powerful endorsement of the amendment. 

Read these two speeches to get a feel for the different way that Rollins discusses emancipation, 

but do not worry about doing a close reading for either.  

The final letter from another close friend and ally of Rollins would have reached him in 

Washington after his Thirteenth Amendment speech. Here his friend Switzler describes the 

abolition of slavery in Missouri as having been accomplished so the institution could end 

throughout the country.  
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