Border State Conservativism and Political Abolition during the Civil War

The following documents help chart the political trajectory and strategy used by a
Missouri politician, James Rollins, as he ran for office in central Missouri and later represented
his district in the United State House of Representatives during the Civil War. The first two
letters, written by Rollins to a political ally in the district named James Broadhead, describe
Rollins’s plan to win the district from his Democratic opponent. The third letter shows
Broadhead’s reaction to that strategy in action.

The fourth document is a speech Rollins made in the US House describing his
perspective on emancipation in the Border South as a representative from Missouri. The next
document can be described as the dramatic crescendo of Rollins’s legislative career. A
slaveowner himself, Rollins was one of the last (if not the last) legislators to support the
constitutional abolition of slavery. Just days before the passage of the Thirteenth Amendment,
Rollins stood before his colleagues and presented a powerful endorsement of the amendment.
Read these two speeches to get a feel for the different way that Rollins discusses emancipation,
but do not worry about doing a close reading for either.

The final letter from another close friend and ally of Rollins would have reached him in
Washington after his Thirteenth Amendment speech. Here his friend Switzler describes the
abolition of slavery in Missouri as having been accomplished so the institution could end

throughout the country.
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PENDIX 70 THE CONGRESSIONAL:

37t Coxe....3p Sess.

Ihmancipation in Missouri— Mr. Rollins.

- Ho:or Be#

sition of Congres
beyond State limits

But Minnesota—whatan appeal aseends from our sorely
afflicted Stat2!  More than seven buisgged vietims 6f the
most wanton and bratal massacre ever recorded, o froutier
desolated and depopulated for hundreds of iniles, thousands
homeless or sinking with ¢pidemics brought on by priva-
tion und exposure—sireh is the heartrending chronicle of
the dark and bleedy year; 18621 Do our rulers at Wash-
ington require a memorial to.convince them that a people
who lrave suffered and witnessed these things ought not
and eannot longer tolerate the presence of this savage and
treacherons race anywhere inside the boundaries of the
State? We say, and commnon honesty requires us to say
to the President and Congress of the United Statés, ¢ Take
the Indian away, or wo must put him away.”? Our lan-
guage is the Janguage of petition, entreaty, and prayer. Our
women and children will add their tears.  All refuse yet
w believe that Abraham Lincoln and the present Congress
will do Jess for Minuesota than has been done for other
States for thirty years past with not one thousandth part of
argument or appeal which Minnesota presents at the bar
of the nation to-day.

"T'his terrible blow has fallen not atone upon our present
prosperity and happiness as a people, but upon our hopes
for the future, uniéss it shall be putin our power to say,
“The Tndian is gone from Minnesata—not one éribe or two
tribes, but ALL, ALL—In couscquence of and as somne atone-
ment for August, 1862.> Caun Minnesoraaskless? Cana
humave and paternal Government do less?  Indian re-
moval, imnediate and total, is the universal prayer of the
people of Minnesota.

in behalf of removal and colonization

Sir, these ave the sentiments of every man, wo-
man, and child in the State, Shall their united
voice be utterly disregarded ? Shall not the tears
of women and children, and the prayers and en-
treaties of a whole people, arrest our attention for
a single hour? In the name of a desolated State,
in the name of hundreds of my constituents
crucliy butchered, in the name of thousands of
suffering survivors, I appeal to this House not to
letthescssion passwithoutacting upon these meas-
ures. It will be an act of mercy to both races.
The money to be appropriated is to be taken from
the funds of the Indians, who have forfeited all
claim to it.  We do not propose even to make a
new appropriation of their funds, but only to di-
vert funds which have been heretofore appro-
priated for their benefit, to the purpose of setiing
them in their new homes.

There is ample room for them on the unoccu-
pied public lands to which it is proposed to send
them. The Indians in that locality arve their
friends. They will there be far enough away from
the whites to avoid all collisions with them. By
the bill already passed their reservation in Min-
nesota has been taken from them. Shall they be
left destitute of homes, to roam about and steal
and murder? 1f this Congress deliberately in-
tends their extermination, it may be effected by
letting them alone, but before itis done hundreds,
and perhaps thousands, of innocent loyal citizens
will be massacred.

There are now about fifteen hundred of these
savages in and around Fort Snelling who ave held
as prisoners of war, and who are fed at the Gov-
ernntent expense.  What do you propose to do
with them ¢ Shall they be kept there indefinitely,
supported as so many paupers at the public ex-
pense? This will certainly have to be done if no
provision is made for sending them away. Ifgen-
tlemen are ready to vole annual appropriations
for stail-feeding those savages,all you have to do
is to neglect to provide for their removal. Itis
vain to hope that they can be kept in prisonawhile,
and then ander the plea of * good Indian” turned
loose upon our people to steal, rob, and murder.
The terrible experience we have had with Indians
has destroyed all confidence in such neighbors,
We believe our lives and property arve insecure
while they remain among us.

Up 1o the time of the late outbreak they had,
as a tribe, for many years lived on terms of uu-
broken friendship with the whites. Traders, mis-
stonaries, and agents had freely mingled with them
for more than a generation.  White men had in-
termarried with them, and many of the [ndians
had adopted the dress, and, to some extent, the
habits, of civilization, Large sums of mouey had

-poose played in the humble cabin of the seuler,
and the white man’s child in the tupce of the In-
dian. All was friendship, confidence, and a sense
of security, when suddenly, without any known
cause, withouta single note of warning,the sharp
crack of the deadly rifle was heard in the field, the
tomahawk and scalping knife gleamed at the cabin
door, and the work of indiscriminate massacre
commenced. In very many cases those so-called
*good Indians’’ who had received the most fa-
vors and professed the warmest friendship, were
the most brutal and fiendish, and appeared to take
especial pleasure in torturing their former friends
and benefactors. ’

Our people cannot longer tolerate their pres-
ence. The plea of * good Indians,”’ so often the
prelude to the most crucl treachery, will notavail.
Every infernal red-skin reminds them of some
friend or dear relative ruthlessly butchered, some
household idol broken. We fear them; and in
addition to our fears, a feeling of deadly hostility
towards all Indians has been burned into our
hearts and braing by the experiences of the last
six months, Do you say this feeling will pass
away? Never, sir! never! Is there a man on
this floor who, if his wife or sister had been treated
in the manncr T have recited, or his little children
horribly tortured and butchered as ours have
been, would not solemnly dedicate his life to the
extermination of a race which breeds such fiends?
Sir, we have hundreds of brave pioneers who feel
and will act just as you would under the same
circumstances. This will, of course, lead to con-
stant collisions, and a vever-ending border war-
farc will be the result. Imperative necessity, then,
as well as the highest good of both races, demands
the speedy banishment of those barbarians.

The President, in his annual message, the Sec-
retary of the Interior, and the Commissioner of
Indian Affairs, all recommend and urge a change
in our Indian policy. The whole system has been
inconsistent and wrong. We have endeavored
to treat these tribes as independent nutions, and
at the same time as the wards of the Govern-
ment, They were to be wholly independent of
us, and at the same time entirely dependent upon
us. They were to be governed by our laws, and
yet were to make laws for themselves.  We have
sutficiently tried the experiment of maintaining
one indépendent nation within the boundaries of
another.  Itcannot be done with safety to either.

But perhaps the worst featare of our whole
policy oit this subject has been the payment of
money annuities, This one thing has done more
to deprave the Indian, and the white man, oo,
than all others combined. These annuities should
cease at once, and the bounties of the Goevern-
ment be bestowed in articles which are actually
necessary for them, such as food, clothing, and
agricultural inplements.  Thejudgment and eon-
science of the whole country demands a radical
change in our Indian policy. Why not inaugu-
rate it now, in accordance with the recommenda-
tion of the President and the Secvetary of the In-
terior? To the people whom [ represent itis a
matter of vital importance; to the Indians a ques-
tion of life or death.

Minnesota asks no more than has been done for
her gister States; Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michi~
gan, and lowa, have all made the same appeal to
Congress which we now present, and thew say-
age population has been exiled.  Surely if their
petitions were granted, ours will not be refused.
They asked because their material welfare required
it. 'We malke the appeal because our women and
children have been butchered, our homes de-
stroyed, our State desolated, and because our lives
are in danger,

‘W hen the nation called foraid against the traitor-
onus misereants who sought its destruction, no
people respghded move promptly than ours. None

been expended in building houses {or them, and |
Insustaining schoolsfortheirimprovement. Daily |
acis of kindness and friendship had been inter- |

changed between them and the prosperous and

happy settdement which had grown up around
them. The pioncer smoked the *¢ pipe of peace”’
with the Indian brave at his tent door, and the
Indian eat at the table of the pioneer. The pa-

have stood more firmly by the Government inall
its fiery trials. 'This was only our duty, but it
has been nobly performed.  We, too, have been
assailed by a treacherous savage foe,whose ravages
have shrouded the State in mourning.  He now
only awaits an unguarded moment, & faverable
Lopportunity to cluteh the throats of the innocent
and helpless,and complete his work of death. We
appeal to the nation for help. Shall we appealin
vain? -

© BMANGIPATION IN-MISSOUR]

SPEECH OF HON. J. 8. ROLLEN
OF MISSOURL, = .
Ix rue Hovse 'or REPRESENTATIVE

. February 28, 1863, . /.
On the question of making an appropriajion for the eman-

cipation of slaves in Missotri, © ¢ ESA A

Mr. ROLLINS, of Missouri.. Mr.. Speaker
at this late period in the session, with-many mat~
ters of legislation of deep impottance pressing
heavily upon our attention, I feel much hesitation
in asking even for a short time the indulgence of
the House. A subject, however, of deepinterest
to the Srate of Missouri and to my immediate
constituents demands of me a few words, I refer

to the subject ot emancipation in that State..

The great rebellion which has been so unwisely
and wickedly inaugurated in the country hiag pre-
sented manly new issues in regard to the question
of slavery. Intended to give the institution strength
and permanency ou this continent, thisrevolution,

if long continued, may end in atg total destruction..

This being the case, 1t becomes the people of the
State of Missouri to consider seriously what steps
wisdom and prudence would indicate for'them to
take with a view to the preservation of theirown
interests, and to the peace and quiet, as well ag
the advancement of all the great interests of ‘the
State. Policics are now pressed upon us which,
under other cireumstances, we might regard as
reckless and injudicious. But we cannot ignore
them. 'We must meet the responsibilities ot the
hour with firmness. We must be self-sacrificing,
and do whatever may be necessary to prevent the
overthrow of the Government, and to hold Mis-
souri steadily in her place as'one of the States-of
the American Union. At the time of her admis-
sion, forty-two years ago, into the family of States,
a fearful struggle attended her political birth, well
nigh rending the Government asunder, which was
only preventedahen by the wise counsels and con-
ciliatory action of the eminent statesmen of that
day, and by following whose noble example we
may even expcct again to sce our country united,
happy, and free.

ln March last the President of the United States,
in the discharge of the high duties devolving upon
him, and in his earnest wish to overcome the re~
bellion, felt it his duty to present to the members
representing the border States, a plan for the grad-
ual abolition of slavery in those States, which, if
adopted, he believed would go very far towards
weakening the enemies of the Government and
bringing the war to a speedy close. Mr. Speaker,
1 bave never for a moment doubted the sincerity
and patriotism of the Executivein presentingand
urging upon the representatives of those States
thisimportant measure. This proposition was ve-
ceived and considered with all the respect and con-
sideration to which it was entitled, considering the
high source from whence it emanated. Thecon-
ference resulted in a response to the President,
signed by a very large majority of the border State
representatives, presenting to him frankly the dif-
ficulties which lay in the way bt the aceeptance
of hig proposition,and the doubts and misgivings
which they entertained that the plan proposed by
him would not be carried out in good faith by
those who were regarded as the more immediate
friends of his administration. In other words,
the members from the border States, in their writ-
ten resporse to the President, expressed the opin-
ion, that the Government of the United States
was not in a condition to appropriate meaps suf-
ficient to rid those States of the institution of
slavery,but cddosing with the pledgethatifthis wag
done, ““ then will our States and people take thig
proposition inte careful consideration, for suc.h
decision as in their judgmentis demanded by their
interests, their honor, and their duty to the whole
country.”’ :

Yo pay for and colonize all the slaves in all the
States of the Union, it was demonstrated, evenata
very small valuation of this great interest, it would
require the enormous sum of $1,600,000,000. To
free and colonize the slaves of the border Stateg,
who were more immediately appealed to, it would
require the sum of $500,000,000. n this view of
the matter, whether as applied to all the States
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Bmaneipation in Missouwri—Mr.

Rollins.

" Ho. or Reps.

‘rounil e ent, 5
‘difficulties Springing -out of this question, I was
willing o' seethie experiment trie there;and the

only 16 the -border States; T'deerned the plan

: wholly impracticable,and especially sointhepres-

at iinfortunste: conditiol ot the country ; Iniref-
sience to & single State,the matter was different.
¢ was feasible, and ag-a citizen of - Missouri, sur-
ay.we are at present on all- sides with

proposed plan of compensated émancipation thor-

oughly tested, provided a sum-sufficient could be

had to meet the. requirements of our State consti-

“tution”in proyiding ¢ full compensation’ to the

nery of all slaves before the passage of any act
of:emancipation. Inother words,if slave-owners

“eould:bepaid-infull for theirproperty ,and means,

‘at thie same time, provided for colonization, 1 was
Awilling 1o see the experiment of immediate eman-
‘cipation bronght to the testin Missouri. The bill
4nireduced by my colleague [Mr. Norrr) wasthe
‘entering wedge looking to this object.  To this
:Bill.I had prepared the following amendments,
and.which it was my purpose to offer at the proper
-timie, but [ was precluded from so doing by acall
“for the previous question, which cut offall amend-
sments, . They were—

1. Increasing the proposed sum to $40,000,000.
', Providing for the colonization of all the
slaves emancipated under the act; and
. 8. Before the passage of any law upon the sub-
jeet- by the Greneral Assembly of the State of

“Missouri, submitting the whole question to a fair
vote ‘of the qualified voters of the State,

As'T have remarked, these amendments were
not-offered, in consequence of a cail for the pre-
vious question being madé and sustained. ~This
bill, having passed the House of Representatives,
was modified in the Senute in several important
particulars:

1. Iu inercasing the sum from $10,000,000 to
$20,000,000, upon the condition of immediate
emancipation.

Q. Appropriating the sum of $10,000,000, upon
the condition of prospective enfancipation, and
the same being made complete by the 4th day of
July, 1876; and also limiting the price to be paid
for each slave to the sum of $200.

These were the main features of the bill, as
modified and passed by the Senate. This bill,

thus amended, came back to the House of Repre- |

sentntives, and was referred to the committeeron
cmancipation, and after baving been considered
by this committee, reported to the ITouse in an
entirely vew form, by striking out the appropria-
tiong of $10,000,000 and $20,000,000-in the Sen-
ate bill, and proposing in lieu thereof the sum of
#15,000,000, upon-the condition of immediate
cmancipation, or emancipation by the 4th day of
July, 1865.

In themeantime, Mr. Speaker, the General As-
sembly of the State of Missouri, now in session,
bave acted wpon the subject, and by resolution
have asked of the Congress of the United States
the sum of $25,000,000 as the lowest sum neces-
sary to accomplish this object, and thissum J deem
wholly inadequate. 1 hold in my hand a report
made by & committec of the Senate of the State
~of Missouri, which [ herewith preseut, showing
the smallestamount, in the view of the coramittee,
which would’ be required to pay for the slaves
now in the State.

Majority report of Committee on Emancipalion, sulbmilted
in the Senate, January 20, 15G3.

The undersigned, a majority of the select committee on
emancipation, to whoin was referred the following resolu-
tion, to wif:

& Resoleed by the Senate, 'That the sclect committee on
emapcipaiion be requested to report swhat mnount of money
should be, appropriated by Congress to fully compensate
for slaves, prowided they shouldajl be emancipated by act
of the Livgi
immediate

leg leave respeetfully to report thereon.

By reference to the census of 1860, we i 114,931 slaves
in Missouri at that time, and by reference to the report of
tite nuditor of publie accounts of the State of Missouri to
the twwenty-se we find thatin thirty-
five ¢ 38, =laves; mud that the
Tasz of slave ive countics returned to the
auditor for the ast two years, Is 6,407, wideb Is an average
of about 180 foss to each county, The loss of slaves tothe
seventy-uine countics pot returned, at the we foss of

. . T .
thie thirty five counties returned, would ke the entire
Joss ces tor the whole State sitee (860, which

1

nwn

» would leave inthe State
thistime, 94

34 shaves, which, at $300 cacli; would require

sature; and that said committer report tirereon |
s ;

$98,291;,200 to-be appropriated by Congress, to pay for-said~
slaves: PR Do e

Tt will be- observed that the foregoing calenlation is based
‘apon the census report 6f 1860, andalso upon the auditor’s
report closing the year 1862, thirty-five countles being re-
turired to said auditor, and showing:a decrease, in the pre-
ceding two, years, of one hundred and -eight, slaveson.an
average for each county. 'We then suppose, il the thirty-
five-countics réported to the'auditor sbow av average 1oss
Gfone hndred and cighty to the county,that the seventy-
nihe counties not returned could not have iost more on an
average than one hundred and eighity. - By referénceto the
cenisus of 1860, we find it will ‘take all of tlicslaves that
there are in forty-five of thie aforesaid seveuty-nine coun-
ties to furnish the one hundred and eighiy slaves which
said couunties are supposed to have lost 3 which will go-to
prove eatisfactorily that the ratio of slaves at one hundred
and eighty for each county, lost or decreased in the State,
is large enough. , X N

Y our conmittee hag made no estimate of what amount
of slaves ibay.be or may not be confiscated by an act-of
Congress, as that is to b¢ determined in the future, and is
altogether uncertain at present; and every mgmlmr of the
Senate is-as well prepared to draw conclusions as your
comnittee is.

All of which is respecifully submitted,

M. H. RITCHEY,
JAMES M. GORDON,
- WM. P. HARRISON:

In view, then, Mr. Speaker, of the following
provision of the constitution of the State of Mis-
souri, article three, section twenty-six—

« The General Assembly shall not bave power to pass
laws for the cmancipation of slaves withoutthe consent of
their owners, or without paying them, beforesuch emanei-
pation, u full equivalent forsueh slaves so emauneipated”’—
every one must see that the provision in the bill
reported back to this House by the committee on
emancipation, falls far below any sufficient sum
to Eﬂy for the slaves remaining in the State.

et'us ool at this.question for one moment.
By the census of 1860, there were in the State of
Missouri one hundred and fificen thousand slaves.
Itis true that this number hag been veduced since
the commencement of the rebellion, but with all
the lights before me, 1 entertain the opinion that
there ave to-day not less than ninety thousand
slaves in the State. The Gencral Assembly of the
State, composed of a-large majority of emancipa-
tionists, fixes the sum needed to meet the require-
ments. of our State constitntion at $25,000,000!
This, I presuroe, means in cash or its equivalent.
The bill before the House proposes $15,000,000,
not in cash, but in bonds of the United States,
having thirty years to vun, and bearing an interest
of four per cent. per annum.  Mr. Speaker, what
would these bonds be now worth? According toan
estimate furnished me by one expesenced in such
matters, and placing these bonds at ninety cents
to the dollar in Treasury notes, the $15,000,0600
would be worth at the present prices, in gold,
about eight million dollars! So that when brought
to the real test under this bill, the proposition is
to pay the people of the State of Missouri the sum
of $8,000,000 for property worth, according to the
estimate fixed by the Legislature of the State, at
least $25,000,000, and valued by many at a much
lavger sum than this.  The very statement of this’
proposition shows that it is not feasible, that it is
out of the question,and ought at once to be aban-
doned; for the effect of such an offer, hampered
as it is by this bill, ean only be productive of mis-
chief. Tt will increase the agitation on the sub-
ject, and give to reckless men, who are disposed
to make this negro question a political hobby, a
pretext by which they mayattempt to override all
law and rob the people of the State of their prop-
erty. Sir, am willing to go as far as any man
in making sacrifices to save the Government from
its present peril. 1 believe the Union men of the
State of Missouri are ready to make any sacrifice
for the same purpose. But representing, as Ldo,
the largest slaveholding district in the State, Tam
utterly opposed to, and must enter my protest
against, the passage of thislaw inits present shape.
Better pass no bill at all on the subject.
~ But, sir, there are other and formjdable objec-
tions to this bill. There is no plan of colonization
or deportation provided by it. 'The cffect of any
plan of emancipation adopted under it would be
to overrun the State with a large and pauper free
vegro population. Are you prepared to practice
a wrong- like this-upon the people of my State?
W hile many of the novthern States are passing
faws, and cven adopting constitutional provisious
to prevent the settlement of free negroes in their

respective States, here 'is a proposition, coming

from meémbers: on-this floor whe represent these
States, to inundate, so to speak, and by a single
act, the entire State of Missouri with-an ignorant,
vicious, worthless free negro population. Is this
practicing upon-the divine rale, ‘“ dounto others
a5 you would have thiem do.unto you 27 15 this
enerous? s this:that good faith which should
%e practiced by one ‘State toward anotlier, or'by
the Giovernmént of the United States towardany
of the States of “this Union? I think not, sir.
_Besides, such a course of policy would endina
large portion of these negroes being driven from
flic State. ‘Where would ‘they go? You have
closed the door upon them; they cannotgo to Hli-
nois, your lawsprohibit them. . "They cannot go
to Indiana, the constitution of that State prevents
their immigration and settlement there; and they
cannot go to many otherof the free States for the
reason that they are prohibited by similar legis-
lative enactments, Justice, therefore,to the slave,
106 less than to the owner, would cry out against
the passage of this law, or, indeed, any law for
immediate emancipation that does not carry along
with it at the same time some benevolent plan of
deportation.

Rat there are still other objections to the passage
of this law. Some gentlemen are satisfied that the
Coustitution of the United States does not author-
ize the passage of any law appropriating means
from the Federal coffers or pledging the national
credit to purchase staves. While I myself do not
entertain this opinion, it is nevertheless held by
. others, and is to.that extent an objection to the
law, as calcalated to discredit any bond@®which
may be issued by virtueof its provisions. Again,
sir, | am informed that already as many asthree
States, through their Legislatures, have repudi-
ated in advance the payment of any debt created
for the purchase of slaves by the Geéneral Gov-
ernment; and it was only a few days since that
the eloguent gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Voor-
nees]stated that hisconstituents would never con-
sent to be taxed for any such purpose. Withsuch
a hue and cry raised against these bonds, with a
partisan effort made to decry them, what, I ask,
sir, would they be worth?

Bur, sir, we are in the midst of a mighty revo-
lution. We know not how or where it will end.
It may result in the dismemberment of:the Con-
federacy. It may resultin the division of ouronce
happy country into several independent confed-
eracies. It may end in as many governments as
there are States in the Union., Tt may end in the
total destruction of public liberty and the estab-
lishment in its stead of an absoclute despotism.
These things ean only be known to Him who holds
in His band the destiny of nations; and if any of
these things should happen, what then becomes
of the value of the bonds authorized to be issued
by this bill for the purchase of the slaves in my
State ? : )

Mr. Speaker, the more I have considered this
important question the more I am convinced that
in view of the circumstances by which we find
ourselves surrounded, we had better not now em-
bark upon a policy ef this sort. Let us concen-
trate our means and energies to the oue grand ob-
ject of prostrating this infamous rebellion and
preserving the Government and Constitution of
our-common country from overthrow. Let us
once more feel that we havea Government worthy
of being preserved and competent to protect its
citizensn the enjoymentofall theirrights, When
we shall have accomplished this beneficent end,
and provided in good faith for the payment of the
principal and interest of the enormous debt which
we aire now contracting, it will then be timeenough
for us to consider this subject and make appro-
priations to carry out these benevolent and eco-
nomical policies, many of which have heretofore
been so strangely agitated to the detriment of all
our great interests, State and national.

Thereis still another objeetion to thisbill,which
I will barely glance at fora moment. The proposi-
tion is for immediate cmaneipation. [ extremely
doubt the policy of such a plan under any circum-
stances.  The attempted reform is too sudden; it
must result in very greatindividual injury, whilst
it would derange and disorganize the whole labor
system of our State.  No other State has ever

attempted unything of the kind, within my knowl-
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edge, nor can I see that the adoption of any such
plan .can have any effect cither in strengthening
the cause of the Government or of securing Mis-
souri more firmly for the Union, As I have said
on another occasion, her destiny is fixed. The
God of nature planted her in the very center of the
Republic; she must go with her sister States that
surround hér; their interests are inseparably and
forever united, and you fight as well attempt to
turn back the tide of her great rivers or to remove
her majestic mouwitains as to disconnect her from
the great Northwest. She would notif she could,
she could not if she would, abandon this Union.
She will cling to it whilst there is a State left, true
to the old flag; her citizens appreciate its advant-
ages, its blessings, and its glories.  Missouri is
the very heart of this great confederation of States,
ag essential to the whole as 1s the heart of man to
the natural system, and she will cling to her sister
States, all of them, with the same constancy and
fidelity that the young maiden clingsto her lover;
and when the deadly blast of the war-bugie shali
no longer be heard toresound over her praivies, she
will appeal to them by every motive of affection,
of interest, of patriotism, of past memories, of
presentpromise, and of future greatness, to resame
their- former positions, and, inspired by a love of
unity and of liberty, forgetting all local and sec~
tional interests, demonstrate the grand mission of
the great Republic on the American continent—the
advancement of Christian civilization, of liberal
culture, of genuine progress, and the amelioration
and elevation, at last, of all humanity to the en-
joyment of every blessing which a good Govern-
ment, a free Constitution, and equaland justlaws
can confer.

Mr.Speaker, we notunfrequently hearthe pres-
ent rebetlion, which we are endeavoring to over-
come, denounced as the ¢ slaveholders’ rebel-
lion.”” However much truth there may be in this
remark when applied to the more southern States,
it has no application to the State of Missouri. As
a class, there are no more truc and loyal men to
be found any where than the slave-owners of Mis-
souri, But few of them have embarked in this
war on the Government. In the main, they have
remained true to their allegiance, and have ex-
erted a most wholesome influence in holding Mis-
souri faithful to her national obligations. The
very convention which deposed the rebel Gov-
ernor Jackson and the Legislature that made
the attempt to carry Missouri out of the Union,
was composed of ninety-nine members, and of
these,eighty-four were slave-owners. Someofthe
bravest officers and men now in the Army of the
Usited States from Missouri are slave-owners;and
the same remark is truein regard to the Jocal mil-
itary, whoare codperating patriotically to the same
end. Such men should be treated with all proper
consideration by the Government. Their vights
in all respects ought to be sacredly regarded, and
their property protected. Underall circumstances
[ shall feel bound to oppose every scheme of
emancipation wherein the rights of all sneh men,
under the constitution of the State of Missouri,
are not observed and respected, .

Afier all, Mr. Speaker, [ incline to the opinion
that the best plan of managing this whole ques-
tion is to leave the matter within the exclusive con-
trol of the people of the respective States. They
will at least do with it what their own interests
and the best interests of the Commonwealth may
demand. In this, as well as in regard to all other
political questions, I am willing to trust to the
discretion and the cnlightened judgment of the
masses. Orifthe Government of the United States
should at any time do anything upon the subject,
let it appropriate money to aid in the deporwation
and colonization of such slaves as may be eman-
cipated in any of the States, but let there be no
conditions; leave the State and the people thereof
to adopt such plan of emancipation as to them
may scem best, and as may promote the weli-
being of all whose interests may be affected. This,
it oecurs to me, is the true policy: let every State
act for itself in regard to its own domestic affairs.
To the constant interference of'reckless politicians
and crazy fanatics with the affairs of the individual
States, may be traced, in some degree at least, the
causes which have involved us n the present de-
plorable civil war. As far back as 1849, a distin-
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guished citizen of Virginia, then a member of this
House, spoke upon thissubject, and used the fol-
lowing almost prophetic language: E

¢ Let 1o measure of unaliowable wrong, no measure of
unconquerabie disagreementbe pressed upon us liere. The
fatal element of all our discord will be taken fromn amongst
us. Let gentlemen be entreated to remove it, as the one
only and solitary obstacle to our perfect peace.  Let them
be assured by the weal of this and coming ages, by our own
and our children’s gouds by all that we love or that welook
for in the progress and the glories of our Jand, to lcave the
entire subject of slavery, with every accountability it.may
impose, every remedy it may require, every accumulation
of difficulty or pressure it may reach, to leave it all to the
interest, to the wisdom, and to the conscience of those
upon whom the providence of Gud and the Coustitution of
their country have tit.  Leave it to them now and for-
ever, and stop, whilst it is yet possible to stop, the furions
and blind headway of that wild and mad philanthropy which
Is tighting up for the nation itsel®ihe fires of the stake, and
which is rushing on, stride after stride, to an -intestine
struggle that may bury us all under @ harder and wickeder
and more fncurable slavery than any it would extinguisis.

¢ Nothing but nggravation of heart and of lot have been
broughit upon the poorstave by the rash and unwarrauted
efforts which have been put forth to relieve him.  They
hiave broken down the footing he had reached, erashed the
sympathies he had won, embarrassed and aceursed the for-
tunes they were intended to control. The generous and
clevating influence of our frec instituttons was relaxing his
bondage, bettering bis condition, lifting up his character,
turning upon him the publie anxieties and the publie coun-
cils as a fit and deserving object of provident and public
provision, was changing at all points the aspects of his fate,
when the spirit of abolitionism, political and fanatic, cume
from abroad to scourge him with a demon visitation, 10
wreneh him from the arms of Lis only wrue and only cupa-
ble benefactors, to throw himn back again upon the earth,a
thousand-fold more suspected, separate, and torlorn than
ever, riveting upon him every fetter it would Joosen, poi-
soning every blessing it would bestow, and so filling bis
whole case with elements ol hopelessness, explosion, aud
evil that the heart shudders while it weeps to look upon it.
What are they who cherish and direct this spirit? Friends
of the slave? They are robbing him of every vestige of lib-
erty he has teft.  Friends of humanity? ‘They are staking
it upoun the issues of massacre and convulsion.  Friends of
the counwy? They are rapidly becoming its iron homi-
cides, cleaving down its Constitation with murderous arm,
and tearing it limb from limb.”

Having thus, Mr. Speaker, in a very briefand
cursory manner, stated my objections to the bill
reported back to this I1ouse by the emancipation
commiittee, the question naturatly comes up, what
is the true policy of Missourl in regard to this
question of slavery ? It is an important question
to the present peace and future greatness of that
State. Heretofore I have not been inclived to dis-
turb it; nor am I now if it could be avoided, orin
any manner except in accordance with our cou-
stitation and’in codperation with a decided major-
ity of the people of our State, and then only in
such way as will create the Jeast excilement and
do the least harm to the great industrial interests
of the State. This rebellion has precipitated events
and compelled us to the discussion of questions
which might have been postponed at least during
the present generation. . .

In regurd to the question of slavery, Missouri
is peculiarly situated. Lying within that range
of States north of the parallel where cotton and
sagar are grown, slave labor is not there the most
profitable.” Surrounded on three sides by free
States,with only imaginary boundaricsto separate
us, and with the continued and increased agitation
of this question, this deseription of property must
become [ess secure with each succeeding day. The
disorganization of society produced by this rebel-
lion; the presence of a lurge military force, many
of them from northern States, and with strong
abolition proclivitics, inclining them in many
ways to interfere with and to produce discontent
in our slave population; the rigid compliance
with extreme rules in the non-delivery of escaped
slaves; the growing influence of an extreme radi-
cal organization in the State, taking advantage of
the unfortunate circumstances in which we hap-
pened to be placed, and fixed in their purpose
to destroy the institution, without regard to the
guarantees &f the Constitution ov of the laws; and
the current of events generally, foreshadow un-
mistakably that the time has arrived when con-
servative men and slave-owners must act in con-
cert and enter upan some system of prudent and
wise action that will stop agitation, secure their
own interests, and prepare for that gradual change
which, sooner or later, Missouri wiil be compeiled
to adopt. Wisdom and prudence owour part point
unmistakably to some such policy if we would
have peace fereafter, and enjoy in security and

quietude our property under the lawsand Con-:
stitution of the land.” * e SN

Such, Mr. Speaker, are my firm corivictions on’
this subject; and good faith to those I represent,
and to the great State with which L am so m
in interest and feeling identified, and without
erénce as to the effect. which the. expression
these opinions may have upon me’personally, in
the future, compels me to announce them, 7

I do not mean on this occasion to discuss the
advantages or disadvantages of emancipation. to
Missour, and the influence which such-a policy-
would have in developing our resources and-in
adding to the inaterial wealth of the Stité. This
of itself. opens up a wide field of inquiry full of
interest to our people, requiring -elaboration: and
researchy which T shall reserve for some more
appropriate occasioul for the presentation of my
Opl))lons-

Fortunately for us, Mr. Speaker, we are not
acting in the dark on thése great questions. Other
States have passed through the ocdeal upon
which we are about to enter,and I may say safely
and trinmphantly. There is nothing to discourage
us in the work which we of this generation have
to perform, and for which, if well done, our mem-
ories will be blessed not only by our immediate
descendants, but by all the teeming millions who
in the long future are to enjoy this rich and comely
heritage. Atthe organization of the Federal Gov-
ernment, all the States of the Union, save one, [
believe, were slave States.  During the period -of
cighty years it has gradually disappeared’ from
the nineteen novtherly States, and found its fixed
abode in & more genial clime, where such labor
is better fitted for the cultivation of those ‘prod-
ucts common to southern latitudes; and it 8 not
unknown to you, that for many years prudentand
wise men have been discussing plans of emanci-
pation as applicable to Maryland, Virginia, Ken-
tucky, Missouri, and Delaware, and - but for the
foul spirit of abolitionism, which thrust upon
these States its accursed teachings, I express my
sincere conviction, that this day a numberof these
Commonwealths would have been free States.
This impudent encroachment and unconstitu-
tional interference with the rights of others hag
taken from the people both the powerand dispo-
sition to do that in a regular, gradual, and lawful
wly, which,under other circumstances, they were
so rapidly preparing and educating themselves
to do.

M. Speaker, so far as my knowledge extends,
no State once slave, now free, hasattempted any
scheme of immediate emancipation; but, on the
contrary, all of them have adopted plans for its
gradualabolition, plans requiring the smaliest sum
of money, and, at the same time, doing the least
possible harm to those interested in that descrip-
tion of property,and producing the least possible
shock to the body-politic. Itisnot my purpose to
discuss the various plans of emancipation which
were adopted by the different Statest butin order
to point out a mode deemed at the time judicious
and safe, I desire to call the attention of the House
and of the people of the State of Missouri to the
plan adopted in 1780 by the great Siate of Penn-
sylvania. 1 refer to thig particular State for the
reason thatshe bad perhaps the largestslave pop-
ulation of those States now free at the time of its
adoption. I referto it for another reason, It is
known that the plan worked well there, and no
intelligent man at this day doubts the wisdom of
those who initiated it, or fails toacknowledge the
great and lasting benefits conferred on that State
by the gradual expulsion of slavery therefrom.

The man who conceived and penned the pre-
amble to the act of 1780, and the act itself, is
known in Amerjean history. e wasone of the
great lights during our struggle for national exist-
cnee,and 1 am not going too far when I say that,
amongst the great and wonderful men of that day,
equal in all respects to any who are known in
human. history, the world is as much indebted
to the great forecast, the prqfound wisdom, the
sterling patriotism of Benjamin Franklin, for the
matchless Constitution and Government under
which we havelived and prospered,astoany other
one of the sages, philosophers, snd statesmen of
that eventful period of our country’s history. Nor
did he shine less conspicuocusly on account of his
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simplicity of ‘character, his charity, his benevo-
lenice, and thié ‘humerous private virtues which,
to this day, throw a beautiful charm around his
whalecharacter. e was the author of the eman-
cipation act of -the Legislature of Pennsylvania,
611780, and the whole of which I'shall incorpo-
fate into thése remarks, that all who desire to read
may inform themselves upon this interesting ques-

m
tions

An‘aet Tor the gradual abolition of siavery.

“'When we_contemplate owr abhorrence of that condition
t6'which'the’arims and tyranny of Great™ Britain were ex-
erted to reduce ~us, when we look- backion the variety of
dangers to which we have been exposed, and how mirnci-
lously our wants in many instances have been supplied,
and ‘our deliverances wrought, when even hope and luman
fortitude have become unequal to the conflict, we are un-
avoidably led 16 a serious and grateful sense of thie mani-
fold blessings which we have undeservedly received from
the hand of that Being from whom every good and perfect
gift cometh,” Tmpressed with these ideas, wé conceive that
itis our duty, and we rejoice that it is in our power, io
extenda portion of that freedom to'others which hath been
exteunded to ng; and release from that state of thralldom: to
which we ourselves were tyrannically doomed, and from
which we have now every prospectof being delivered. It
is wot for us to inquire whiy, in the creation of mankind,
the inhabitants of the several parts of the earth weresdis-
tinguished by a difference in feature or complexion. Itis
sutlficient to know that all are the work of an Almighty
hand; We find, in the distribution of the huinan species,
that the most fertile as well as the most barren parts of the
eafth are inhabited: by men of complexions differeut from
ours and (rom each other ; from whence we -may reason-
ably, as well as religiously, infer that He who placed them
in thelr various situations hath extended cqually his care
and protection. to all, and that it becometh not us to coun-
teract his mercies.” We esteem it a peculinr blessing
granted to us that we are enabled this day to add one more
dtep 1o universal civilization by removing us much as pos-

sible the sorrows of those who have lived in undeserved |

bondage, and trom which, by the assumed authority of the
kings of Great Britain, no effettual, legal relief could be
abtained. Weaned by a long course of expericnce from
those narrow prejudices and partialities we had imbibed,
wa find our heartz enlarged with kindness and benevolence
towards men of all conuditions and uations 3 and we con-
ceive ourselves ot this particular period extraordinarily
catled upon by the blessings which we have received to
manitest the sincerity of our prolession, and to give a sub-
stantial proot of our gratitude.

2. And whereas the condition of those persons who have
heretolore been denominated pegro and mwulano slaves hag
been atiended with circumstauecs which notonly deprived
them of the conimon blessings that they were by nature
entitled to, but has cast them into the deepesyatllictions by
an unnatury) separation and xale of busband and wife from
ench other and from their chifdren, an injury the greatoess
of wiiich ean only be conceived by supposing that we were
in the same unhappy case ; o justice, therefore, to persons
so untappily cirenstanced, mud who, baving no progpect
before thewy whereon they may resttheir sorvows and their
bopes, have no reasonable indueement to reuder theirser-

vicu 10 socivty, which they otherwise might, and also in @

grutetul commemoration ot our own happy deliverance |
frow that state of wnconditional submission to which we
were doomned by the tyranny of Britain—

3. Be it enacted, and it is fieyeby enacted, ‘Thatall persons,
as well negroes aud mulattoes me others, who shail be born
within this State from amd atter the passing of thiz act shall
uot be deemed and considered asservants tor life, orslaves;
and that all servitude o life, or slaveyy of children iu con-
sequence of the slavery of their mothers, in the case of all
children bory within this State from and after the passing
of this act as aforesaid, shalt be, and hereby i<, utterly taken
away, extinguished, and toreverabolished.

4. Provided ahways, and be it jurther enacted, That overy
negro aud mulatte child borp within this Stite alter the
passing of this act, as atoresaid, (who would, in case this
aethad not been made, bave been born a servant for yes
or tite or a slave,) shall be decmed to be, and =hali be, by
virte ol this act, the servait of such person, or his or lier
assigns, who would in suelr ease hive beew entitled tothe
service of such ehild, until such ehild shail attain unto the
age of twenty-cight vears, in the manner and on the con-
ditions whercon servants bound by indenture (or four years
are or may be retadned and bolden, and shall be labje to
like correetion and punisiunent, and entitled to like relief
i Ie or she be evilly treated by his or her master or
and to like freedom dues and other priviluges as

servants bound by indenture tor forr vears are or may

be
entitled, uniess the person Lo whom the serviee ot any such
child shall betong shali abandon Lis or her claiip 1o the
smne, in which ease the overseers of the poor of the city,
towuaship, or district, respectively, where suceh child shall
be o abaadoned shall by indenture bind out every chitdso |
abandonad as wn apprentice {or atine not execeding the

age hereinbeiore Hmited for the service of sueh ehildren.

5. odnd be it further enacted, 'P'hat cvery perzon who is
or shall be the owner of any pegro or mulawto slave or ser-
vunt for-life or till the age of thirty-one years, now within
ihis Siate, or bis fawful attorney, shall, on or betore the
Ist day of Novewber next, deliveror canse 1o be detivered,
in writing, to the clerk of the peace of the county or tothe
clerk of the court of record of the city of Philadelphia in

which he orshe shall respectively inbabit, the name and swi- 4 the Provinee of Pennsyvania passed in the year 1705, en
! 3 s S > 5, en-

pame amd vceupalion or protession of sueh owner, aud the
name of the eounty and township, district or ward wherein
he orshe resideth, and also the name and nanes of any such
slave and slaves, and servaut and servants for life, ortill the
age of thirty-one years, together with their ages and sexes,
severally and respectively set forth and annexed by such per-

son owned orstatedly employed, and then being within this
State, in'order to ascertain and distinguish the slaves and
servants for life and till thic age of thirty-one years within

this State who shall be such:on the said 1st day of Novem-

ber nextfrom all other persons ;. whieh particulars shall, by
said clerk of the'sessions and clerk of the said eity couit,
be entered in books to be provided: forthat purpose by ihe
said clerks ; ‘and that no negro or malatto now within t]r{s
State shall, from and after the said Tst day of: November,
be deeined aslave or servant for life o till the ageof thirty-
oné years,uniess his-or her name shail be entered as afore~
said onsuch record, except such negro and mulatto slaves
and servants ag are hereinafter excepted : the said clerk to
be entitled to a’fe¢ of two dollars for each slave or servant

so entered as aforesaid froin the treasurer of the county:-to |

be allowed to him in his accounts.

6. Provided atways, That any personin whom the owner-
ship of right to the service of any negro or mulatto shall be
vested at the passing of this act, other than such as are
hereinbefore excepted, his or her heirs, executors, admin-
istrators, and assigns; and all and every of them severally,
shall-be'liable to'the oversbers of the poorof the city, town-
ship, or distriet to'which any such negroor mulatto shall
become chargeable for such necessary expense; with costs
of suit thereon, as sucli overseers may be put to through
the negleot of the owner, master, or mistress of such negro
of mulatto, notwithstanding the name and other descrip-
tions of such negro or mulatto shall not be entered and re-
corded as aforesaid, unless bis or her master or owner shall,
before such slaveor servant attain his or her twenty-eighth
year, exéeute and record, in the proper county, a deed or
justrument securing tosuch slave or servant tiis or her free-
dom.

7. And be it further enacted, That the offenises and crimes
of negroes and inulattoes, as vwell slaves and servants as
freemen, shall be inquireéd’of, adjudged, corrected, and pun-
ished in like manuer as the offenses and erimes of the other
inhabitants of this State are and'shall be inquired of; ad-
judged, corrected, and punished, and nototherwise, except
that a slave shall not be adinitted to bear witness againsta
freeman,

8. Mnd be it further enacted, That in all cases whercin
gentence of @«ith shall be pronounced against a slave, the
jury before whom he or she shall be tried shall appraise and
declare the value of sueh slave; and in case such seatence
he exeéuted, the court shall make an order on the State
treastrer, payable to the owner, for the same, and for the
costs of prosecntion, but in case of remission or mitigation
for the costs only.

9. Jnd be it further enacted, That the reward for taking
up runaway and abteonding negro and mulatto siaves and
servants, and the penaities for enticing away, dealing with,
or harboring, concealing, or employing negro and mulatto
slaves aud servants, shall be the same, and shall be recov-
ered in Jike manner, as in case of servants bound for four
years.

10, JAnd be it further enacted, That no man or woman of
any nation or color, exeept the negroes or mulattoes who
shall be registered as aforesaid, shall atany time hereafter
be deemed, adjudged, or holden within the territories of
thiz Commonweaith as siaves or servants for life, but as
(ree men and free women ; except the domestic slaves at-
tending. upon delegates in Congress [row the other Amer-
ican States, foreizn ministers and consuls, and persons
passing through or sojourning in this State and not becow-
ing resident therein, and seamen employed in ships not
betonging to any inhabitant of this State vor employed in
any ship owned by any such inhabitant; provided such
domestie slaves be not alienated orsold to any inhabitant
nor (except in the case of members of Congress, foreigu
and consuls) retained in this State longer than

SiX mont v

I Provided ahways, and be 1t further enacted, 'That this
act or anything in it contained shall not give any relief or
sheirer 1o any absconding or rusaway hegro or nutatio
slave or servant, who has absenred himsclf or shall absent
himscell from his orher owner, master, or mistress, residing
in any other State or country, bnt sueh owner, master, or
mist al have like right and aid to demand, claim, and
take away his slave or servant, as be might have bad in
case this act bad not been made ; and that all negro and
mulatto staves now owued and heretolore resident in this
State who have absented themsclves, orbeen clandestinely
carried away, or who may be employed abroad as seamen
and have notreturned or been brought back to their own-
crsy masters, or mistresses before the passing of this act,
may, within five years, be registered as effectually as is
ordered by this act conceruing those who are now within
the State, on producing such slave betore any two justices
of the peace and satisfying the said justices, by due proof
of the former residence, abscouding, taking away, or ab
sence of such slav aforesaid, who thereupon shanr di-
rect and order the said slave to be entered on the record as
aforesaid.

12 And whereas altempts may be made to evadethisact
by introducing into this State negroes and mulattocs bound
by covenant to serve for long and unreasonable terms of
years if the swme he not prevented

13. Beit therefore enacted, 'I'hat no covenant of pe
servitude or apprenticeship whatsoever shall be vatid or
hinding on a wegro or mulatto tor a Jonger time than seven
years, unless such servant or apprentice were, at the com-
meneement of such servitude or apprenticeship, under the
age of twenty-oue years; in which case such negro or mu-
lattomay be holden as a servant orapprentiee respectively,
according to the covenant as the case shall be, until he or
she shadlattaln the age of twventy-eight years, but nolonger,

14. And be it further enacted, That an act of Assemnbly of

titled “An et for the trial of negroes ;* and another act of
Assembly of the said Provinee, passed in the year 1725, en-
ttled “An act for the better rerulating of negroes in this
Provinee ; and another act of Assembly of the said Prov-
inee, passed in the year 1361, entitied #An act for laying a
duty on negro and mulatto glaves imported iuto this Prov-

ince;” and also another act of Assembly of the said Proy-
ince; passed in the year 1773, entitled <‘An-act for making
perpetual an act for laying a duty.on. negro :gnd mulatto
slaves imported into this Province, and for laying.an addi-
tional duty on said slaves,”.shall ‘be, and are hereby, re
pealed; annuiled, and made void.

“T'may ‘add, Mr. Speaker, that this legislative,

act had the approbation of George Washingto
Indeéd, our whole previous history in the south-
érn’ States abounds with the names of southern
men who were greatly inclined to favor schemes
of giadual emiancipation as applied to all the States
of theUnion.

In 1849 this subject was agitated in the State
of Kentucky. Many of the leading men of that
State at that day favored a plan of gradual emanci-
pation, but-it failed on account of a large major-
ity of the people being epposed to its disturbance
at thattime. Among thegreat and illustrious men
of that noble and proud old Commeoenwealth who
favored a plan of gradaal emancipation was that
mode] statesman and disinierested patriot, Henry.
Clay. Although he has long since gone to that
“ yndiscovered country, from. whose bourne no
traveler returns,’’ we have yet the light of bis ex-
ample in his teachings, and speaking to us as®f
from the tomb, warning us of the dangers which
beset us in this terrible crisis on every side, and
pointing out the pathway which we should follow
to save the nation; and at the same time pro-
mote the best interests of our respective Slates.
While this subject was being discussed in Ken-
tucky, Mr. Clay was asked to give his opinionin
regard to the true policy of the State, and in a'leh
ter to Richard Pindell, Esq., of Lexington, Ken-
tucky, dated New Orleans, February 17, 1849,
gave his views at length upon the subjeet. it is
so replete with wisdom and valuable suggestions,
and so applicable in all respects to the circutn-
stances in which the people of the State of Mis-
sourt are now placed, that I reproduce the whole
of it:

NEw ORLEANS; February 17, 1849,

Drar S1r: Prior to my departure from home in Deeem-
ber last, in behalf of yourself and other friends vou ob-
tained from me a promise to make a public exposition of
my views and opinions upon a grave and lmportant ques-
tion, whieli, it was then anticipated, would be muelt de-
buted and counsidered by the people of Kentucky during this
year in-conscquence of the approaching convention, sum-
maied Lo dmend their present constitution. 1 was not en-
tirely well when 1'left home, and owing to that ciuse, and
iy confinement several weeks during my sojourn in this
cily from the cffects of an accident which befeil me, 1 have
been delayed in the fulfillment of iy promise, which Inow
propose to exceute.

The question to which I allude is, whether African sla-
very, as it now exists in Kentucky, shall be left to a per-
petvalor indefinite continuanee,or some provision shall be
made in the new constitation for its gradual and vitimate
extinetion?

A few general observations will suffice my present pur-
pose, without entering on the whole subject of slavery
undegall its bearings and in every aspectof it. Tam aware
that there are respectable persons who believe that slavery
is a blessing, that the institution ought to cxist in every
well-organized society, and that it is ¢cven favorable to the
preservation of liberty.” Happily, the number who entertain
these extravagant opinions is not very great, and the time
wounld he uselessty oceupied in the elaborate refuiation of
them.. 1 would, however, remark that if siavery be fraught
with these alleged benelits, the principie on which it is
maintained would require that oue portion of the white
race should be reduced to bondage to serve another portion
of the same race when black subjects of slavery could not
be obtained ; and that in Africa, where they may entertain
as great a preference for their color as.we do for ours, th
would be justified in reducing the white race to slavery
order to secure the blessings which that state is sai
diffuse.

An argument in support of reducing the African race to
slavery is sometimes derived from their alleged intellect-
ual inferiority to the white races ; but if this argument be
founded in fact, (as it may be, but which I shall not now
cxamine,) it would prove entirely ton much. It would prove
that any white nation which had made greater advances in
civilization, knowledge, and wisdom than another white
nation, would_have aright to rednee the latter to a state
of hondage. Nay, further, if the principle of subjugation
founded upon intellectual superiority be true, and be appli-
cableto races and to nations, what is to preventits being ap-
plied to individuals? And then the wisestman in the world
would have a right to make slaves of all the rest of man-
kind. If, indeed, we possess this intellectual superjority,
profoundly grateful and thankful to Him who has bestowed
it, we ought to fulfill all the ubiigations and duties which
it imposes ; and these would require us not to subjugate or
deal unjustly by our fellow-men who are less blessed than
we are, but to instruct, to improve, and to enlighten them.

A vast majority of the people of the United States, in
every section of them, [ believe, regret the introduction of
slavery into the colonies under theauthority of our British
ancestors, lament that a single slave treads our soil, de-
plore the necessity of the continuance of slavery in any of
the States, regard the institation as a great evil to both
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races, and would rejoice i the adoption of any safe, just,
and practicable plan for the removal of all slavgg from among
us. Hlitherto no sueh satistactory plan has béen presented.
When, on the occasion of the formation of our present con-
stitution off Keutucky, in 1799, the question of the gradual
emancipation ofstaveryin that State was agitated, its friends
had to cucounter a greatobstacie in the fact thatthere then
existed no established colony to which they could be trans-
ported. Now, by the successful establishment of flourishing
colonies on the western coast of Africa, that difficulty has
beew obviated.  And T coufess that, without indulging in
any undne feclings of superstition, it does seem toane that
it inay have been amoug the dispensations of Providence
to permit the wrongs under which Africa has suffered to be
inflicted, that her children might be returned to their ori-
ginal home,civitized, imhued with the benign spirit of Chris-
tianity, and prepared ultimately to redeem that great con-
tineni from barbarism and idolatry,

Wihout undertaking to judge for any other State, it was
in my opinjon in 1799 that Kentneky was in a condition
to admit'of the gradual emaucipation of her slaves; and
how deeply do Tlament that a system, with that object,
had not been then established ! ff it had been, the State
would now be nearly rid of all slaves. My opinion bas
never beeu changed, and 1 have frequently publicly ex-
pressed it. I ghould be most happy if what was impraeti-
cable at that epoch could now be accomplished.

After full and deliberate consideration of the subject, it

appears that three prineiples should regulate the establish-
ment of a system of gradnal emancipation, The first ig,
that it should be slow in its operation, cantious, and grad-
ual, =0 as to occasionh Bo eonvulsion, nor any rash or sud-
den disturbance in the existing habits ol soeicty. Second,
that, as an indispensable condition, the emauncipated slaves
sliould be removed [rom the State to some colony; and
thirdly, that the expenses of their transportation to such
colnuy, inelnding an outfitfor six months after their arrival
at it, should be defrayed by a fund to be raised from the la-
bor of each freed slave.
Nothing could be more unwise than the immediate lib-
ation of ali the slaves in the State, compreliending both
sexes and all ages, trom that of tender jutaney to extreme
old age. Ii wouldlead to the most frightfut and fatal con-
seqitences.  Any great ehange in the condition of society
should be marked by extreme care and eircumspection.
The introduction of slaves into the colonies was an opera
tion of many years®duration ; and the work of their removal
from the United States can only be effceted after the lapse
ofa great length of time. T think that a period should be
fixed when ail born after it should be (ree ataspecified age;
all born before it remaining slaves for life.  That period, |
would su sty should be 1835 or even 18605 for on this
and other arrangements of the system, it adopted, I incline
1o a liberal margin, so as to obviate as many ohjections and
to nnire as many opinions as possibie.  Whether the com-
mencement of the operation of the system be a little carlier
or later, it is not so important as that a day should be per-
manently fixed, from which we could look forward with
confidence to the final termination of siavery within the
Hmits of the Conmmmonwealth,

Whatever may be the day fixed, whether 1855 or 1860, or
any other day, ail born after it, I suggest, shouid be free at
the age of twenty-five, but be lable afterwards to be hired
out under the authority of the State for a term not exceed-
ing three years, i order to raise a sum sufficient to pay the
expensges of their transportation to the colony, and to pro-
vide thenr an outiit tor six mouths after their arrival there.

It the descendanis of those who were themselves to be
free at the age of twenty-five were also to be considered as
slaves until they attained the saune age, and this rule were
continaed indefinitely as to time, it is manitest that slavery
would be perpetuaied instead of being terminated. T'o guard
againgt this consequence, provision might be made that the
offspring of those who were 1o befree attwenty-five should
be free from their bivth, but upon the condition that they
should be apprenticed until they were twenty-one, and be
1 rds liable to be hired out a periad notexceed-
1, for the purpose of raising funds to meetthe
expense to the colony and theirsubsistence for the firat six
months. i

The Peunsylvania system of emancipation fixed the pe-
Yiod of nwenty-cight for the liberation of the slaves, and
provided, or her conrts have sinee interpreted the xystem
10 imean, that the issue of all who ware to begfree at the
jimited age were from their births free.  ‘I'he Pennsylvania
rysiem made no provision-for colonization.

Uatil the commencement of the systent which T am en-
deavoring to sketeh, [ think alf the Tega) rights of the propri-
etors or'staves, in their fuitest extent, onght 1o rematn unim-
red and unrestricted.  Conseguently they would have
tive right to sell, devise, or remove thens from the State, and
in the Jatter case, withont their offspring being entivled to
the benefitof emancipation, for which the system provides.

Kecond, the colonization of the free hiac ;SUe-
cessively arrive, from year to year, at the age entitling
to freedom, I considera condition absointely indizpensubite
Without it, I should be utterty opposed to any scheme of
emancipation.  One bundred and ninety-odd thonsand
blacks, composingabout one fourth of the entire population
of the State, with their descendants, conld never live in
peace, harmony, and equality with the residue of the pop-
ulation. ‘T'he color, passions, and prejudi waounld forever

svent the two races Hving together in astate of cordial
union.  Social, moral, and political degradation would be
the inevitable lot of the colored race. Even in the free
States (I use the termsfree and slave States not in any sense
derogatory from one class, or implying any superiority in
the other, but for the sake of brevity) that is their present
condition. 1In some of those free States the penal Jegisia-

tion ngainst the people of color is quite as severe, il not |

, than in some of the slave States.  Ag¢ nowhere in
the United Srages are amalgaunation and equality between
the tvo races possible, itis hetter that there
sepavition, and that the African descendants
turned to the uative land of their fathers,
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Tt will bave been scen that the plan I'have suggested pro~
poses the annual transportation of all born after a specified
day, upon their arrival at the prescribed age, to the colony
which may be selected for their destination; and-this pro-
cess of ransportation is to be continued nntil the separa-
tion of the two races is complete. If thelemancipated slaves
were to remain in KentueRy uatil they attained the age of
twenty-eight, it would be about thirty-four years before the
first annual transportation began, If the system commenced
in 1833, and about thirty-nine years if its operation began
in 1860, What the number thus to be aunually transported
would be cannot be precisely’ ascertained. 1 observe it
stated by the auditor that the increase of slaves in Ken-
teky last year was between three and four thousaud. But
a3 that statement was made upon a comparison of the ag-
aregate number of all the slaves in the State, without re-
gard to births, it does not, I presume, exhibit truly the nat-
ural increase, which was probably larger. - The aggregate
was-affected by the introduction, and still more by the ex-
poriation of slaves. [ suppose thatthere would not be less,
probably more, than five thousand to be transported the first
year of the operation of the system ; but aiter it was in
progress some years, there would be a constant dimiunution
of the nunber.

Would it be practicable annualiy to transport five thousand
persons from Kentucky? There cannot be a doubt of it, or
even a much larger nwinber. We receive from Burope an-
nually emigrants to an amount excecding two hundred and
fity thousand, at a cost, for the passage, of about ten dol-
lars per head, and they embark at European ports more dis-
tant from the United States than the western coast of Af-
rica. 1t is true that the commereial marine employed
between Europe and the United States affords facilities in
the transportation of emigrants at 1hat low rate which that
engaged in the commerce between Liberinand this country
docs not now suppty 3 but thit connmerce is increasing, and
by tha tinie the proposed system, if adopted, would go into
operation, it with have gready angmented. If there werea
certainty of the aunual transportlion of not less than five
thousand persons to Afriea, it would create a demand for
tran=porls, and the spirit of competition would, I have no
doubt, greatly diminish the present cost of the py
That cost has been stated, upon good authority, to beat
present filty dollars per head, inelading the passage, and six
months’ outfit, atter the arrival of the emigrant o Afvica.
Whatever may be the costyand whatever the nummber to be
transported, the fund to be raised by the hire ot the liber-
ated slave, for a period not exceeding three years, will be
amply suflicient. "The annual hire, on the average, may be
estimated a fifty dollars, or §150 for the whole term.

Colonization will be attended with the painful effect of
the s ation ol the colonists [rom their parents, and in
some jnstances from their ehikdeen 3 but from the Jatter it
will be ouly temporary, as they will follow and be agaiu re-
united.  Their separation from their parents will not be
untitafter they have attained amature age, nor greater than
voluntarily takes place with emigrauts from Burope, who
teave their parents behind. Tt wil be far less dix ing
than what frequently occurs in the state of slavery, and
will be attended with the animating encouragement that
the colonists are transferred from a land of hondage aud
degradation for them, to a kand of liberty and equality.

And, third, the expense of transporting the liberated slave
to the eolony, and of maisaining him there for six nonths
I think ouaht'to be provided for by a fund derived from his
jabor, in the manner already indieated.  He is the party
most benefited by cmancipation.  ft would not be right
to subject the non-staveholder to auy part of that ex-
pense; and the slaveholder will bave made suflicientsacri-
fices, without being exelusively burdened with taxes to
raise that fund. fie emancipated skhaves could be hired
out, for thie time proposed, by the sheriff or otier publie
agent in cacli county, who shouid be subject to strict ae-
countability. nd it svould be requisite that there should
e kept a register of al) births, aud of all ebiidren of color,
atier the day fixed [or the commencement of the systen,
enforced by appropriate sanctions, 1t would be a very de-
sirable requiation of law to have twe births, deaths, and

i of the whole population of the Hiate registered
and preéserved, as is done in most well governed States,

Among other considerations wwhiceh unite in recownmend-
ing Lo the State of Kentucky u systomrfor the gradual aboli-
tion of slavery, istl ne ot of hetexposed condition
aflording great faeil g Cher slaves into the
free S and into Canada,
curity which some of the slave States bave, by heing cov-
ered iu depth by two er three slave States intervening be-
tween them and the free State she has a greater fength
af border on free States thas any other slave State in the
Union. 'That border is the Ohiv river, extending from the
mouth of the Big
taree of near six hundred miley, s
ready powerful and growing State
Thinols.  Vastnwmbrs of slaves have fled from mos
counties ot Kentueky from the nronth ot Big Sund
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arating her froimn theal-
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i mouth of Miami, and the evil haz increased and s Jucreas-

Attempis to recover the {ugitives lead 1o the most
wotand irritating coitisions.  Hitherto countenanceand
sistanee to the fugitives have beew chiclly afforded by

cons in the State of Obia, but itis to be apprehended
oppaxition 1o slavery, that in process
: sl ities to the eseape of siaves will be found
Quates of Indinna and Hinois, By moeans of vailroads
ean be reached from Cincinnatiin atittle more than

In the event of a civil war breaking out, or in the more
stution of tlre Uniion, In couseguence
of the existeuce of slavery, Kentueky would become the
mt of the war,  She wouid doubt-
defend berself with her known vajor aud gatiantry s but
nubers by
ed would fuy w and de ate lier iy folds. Her
& ave States would fly to her succors but even if they
should be successfol in the unequal conflict, she never could
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which she wondd be op-

It may be urged that we ought not by the gradual abol
tion of slavery to separate ourselvés:from tiie 6ther slave
States, but continue to share with themin.ail their fathre
fortunes. . The power of ench slave State within-its Hnis,
over:the ingtitutivon of glavery is ahsolute, supréme, and :
clusive—cxelusive of thatof Congress.or that ofany othe
State. The goveryment of.cacl. slave State 1y bou
the higliest and most solemn obligations to dizposé of
question of slavery 5o as best to.promote the péace; happl
ness, and.prosperity of the people.of the State.. - Kentucky
bﬁng cssentially o farming State, slave, labor is less'profit:
able. . P
. If, In most of the other slave States, they find that labor
more profitable in the cutiure of the staples of .coton and
sugar, they may perceive a reason in that feeling for-.con-
tinning slavery, which it canuot be expected should coy-
trol the judgment of Kentucky as to what imay be fitting and
proper tor her interests.  I€ she should abolish slaveryi it
would be ler duty, and I tiust that she would be as ready
as shie now iz, 1o defend the slave States fn the enjoyment
of ali their lawiul and constitutional rights, Her powery
political and physical, wouid be greatly inereased; for the
one hundred and ninety-odd thousand slaves and their
descendants would be gradually superseded by an equal
number of white iphabitants, who would be estimated per
capita, and not by the Federal rule of three fifths pre-
seribed for the colored race in the Constitution of the Unl-
ted States. : : ;

I have thus without reserve freely expressed my opinlon
and presented niy views. - The interesting subjectof which
I have treated would have admitted of much etilargement;
but I bave desired to consult brevity.  The plan wh‘ich,l’
have proposed will hardly be aceused of being too early.in
its commencemnent of too rapid inits operation. It will be
more likely to meet with contrary reproaches.” Tfadopied
it is to begin thirty-four or thirty-nine years from the time
of its adoption, as the one period or the other shall be se-
lected for its commencement, How long. it will:take: 1o
remove all the colored race from the State by the aunual
transportation of each year’s natural inerease cannot be ex-
actly ascertained.  After the system had heen in operation
some years, I think it probable, from the manifest blessings
that would flow from-it, from the diminished value of slave
labor, and from the humanity and benevolence of private
individuals prompting a liberation of their slaves and their
trausportation, & general disposition would exist to accel-
erate and complete the work of colonization,

‘Phat-the system will be attended with some sacrifices on
the part of slavebolders; whichare to be regretted, necd-not
be denied. What great and beneficinl enterprise was ever
accomplished without risk and sacrifice? But these:sac-
rifices are distant, coutingent, and inconsiderable. Assun-
ing the year 1860 for the conunencement of the system, all
staves born prior to that time would rentain sach during
their lives, and the personal Joss ot the slaveholder would
be only the difference in value of a female slave whose off-
spring, it she had any, born after the Ist day of January,
1860, should be free at the age of twenty-five, or should be
slaves for life.

{1z the mean time, ifthe right to remove or sell the slave
out of the State should be exercised, that wifling foss would
not'be incurred. ‘'Fhe slavebolder, alter the commence-
ment of the system, would 1ose the difference in value be-
tween slaves for lite and slaves until the age of twenty-five.
He might also incur some inconsiderable ¢xpense in rearing
from their birth the isswe of those who were to be tree at
twenty-five, until they were old enough to be apprenticed
ot ; but as itis probable that they would be most generally
bound to im, he would reeeive some indemnity for thelr
services untih they attained thetr majority,

Most of the evils, Joss ortunes of human life
have some compensation or alleviation. I'he slaveholder
is generally a iandholder, aud § am persuaded thathe would
find in the augmented value uf his Jand some, it not full,
indemnity for Josses arising to him from emancipation and
colonization. He would also fiberally share in the general
benetits accraing to the whole Siate from tlie extinetion of
slavery. These have boen so often and so fully stated that
1 will not, nor is it necessary, to dwell upon them exten-
sively. They may be sumued upin a few words. Weshall
remove from anong us the contaminating influences of e
servile und degraded race of different eolor; we shall enjoy
the proud and conscious satisfaction of placing that race
where they can eujoy the great bl hgs of liberty and civil,
political, and social equabty ; weshail acquire the advant-
of thie diligence, the fidelity, and the coustaney of tree
abor, instead of the carele , the infidelity, and the un-
steadiness of slave labor ; we shall elevate the character
of white labor, and elevate the social condition of the white
laborer; augment the value of onr lands, improve the agri-
culture of the State, attract capital from abroad to all the
its of commerce, manufactures, and agriculture § re-

cus, as far and ag fast ag we prudently could, any wrongs
which the descendants of Afvica have suffered at our hands,
and we should demonstrate the sincerity with which we
pay indiseriminate homage tothe great cause of the liberty
of the human race.

Kentueky enjoys high respect and bonorable cousider-
ation throughout the Union and throughout the civilized
world ; but'in my humble opinion, no titte which she has
1o the esteem and admiration of mankind, no deeds of her
former glory, would equal in greatness and grandeur that of
heing tie pioneer State in removing from her soil every
trace of bman slavery, and in establishing the descendants
of Africa within her jurisdiction in the native land of their
forefathers.,

1 have thus executed the promise [ made, alluded to in
the commencement of this fetter, and bope that I have done
itcalmly, frec from intemperance, and 50 as to wound the
sensibilities of none. I sincerely hope that the question
may be considered and decided without the influence of
party or passion. T should be most happy Lo bave the good
fortane of coinciding in opinion with a majority of the peo-
ple of Kentucky ; but, if there be a majority opposed to all
schemes of gradual emancipation, however much I may
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re%te'f. it, my duty will be to bow in submission fo. their
will.

TYf itbe perfectly ¢ertain and manifest that such a ma-
jority exists, T should think it better not to agitate the ques-
tion at all;sinee that in that-case it would be uséless, and
ight excreise & petnicious collateral influence upon:the
fir-consideration of Other amendments which may be pro-
posed’to our ‘constitution. It there be a majority of the
people-of Kentucky atthistime adverse to jouching the in-
stitotion of slavesy asx' it now exists, we, who had thought
and wistied otherwise, can ‘only-indulge ‘the hope that at
some fuinre time, under better auspices, and with he bless-
ings-of Providence; the cause which we have so much at
heart nay be attended with better success.

Tn-any event, I shall have the satisfaction of having pet-
formed a duty to the State; to” the subject, aud to myself,
by placing miy sentiments permanently upon record.

“With gredrregard, Tamyour friend and obediem‘servnm,

Ric#iRD PinpELL; Bsgi

An addition to this lettér upon the sabject of
émancipation in Kentacky, T have still another
from the same source, bearing more immediately
on the subject of emancipation in Missouri.. |
hold it in my hand.  Itis an-agtograph letter of
Mr. Clay, and has gever before been published.
[t was written as far back as 1835, to a warm per-
sonal friend, then a distinguished eitizen of Calla-
way-county, Missouri, upon the subject of eman-
cipation by that State, and which, at the tine,
was being considerably discussed there, Contain-
ing; as-it does, so much-wisdom on this interest-
ing theme, nnd having the permission to print it,
T'wiltalso send it to the public with these remavks.

ASHLAND, July 18, 1835.
My Dear Simr s * * * * I have also, my
dear sir, to make my ncknowledgements to Mrs. Russell
and yourself for the honor done me in bestowing my name
om your intant: -May-he live to be useful to his country
and a blessing to bis parents.

Yon speak of the probability of & convention, in which

you suppose a leading question thatwill be agitated 1s that
of' emantcipation, and you ask my opinion of it.  As toim-
mediate emancipation, 1 think it wholly out of the ques-
tion. Itcould notbeadopted justly withoutcompensations
and it could not be safely, considering the want of qualin-
cation in the slaves citlier to enjoy Ireedom or to provide
comtortably for themselves.,
- Gradual emancipation, that is, emaneipation at a eertain
age, o all born after a limited period is x very different
question: Thirty-seven vears ago this question was made
in Kentueky when we were about to reform our constitu-
tion, ¥ was then in favor of ity but we were in the minor-
ity, and woere defeated.

1t is a0 questton, U think, which depends upou the retitive
numbers of the wiite and baek racex. . Where the black
preponderntes, or is nearly equal, I would not be in favor
of it3 but where the whites preponderate, as fu Missouri,
it appears to me it may be safely adopted. 'The proporilon
ot sfaves to the whites with you is as twenty -twoto ninety-
seven, or a little more than one fitth,  Iu such a relative
condition of the two races there js ne danger of the Atrican
ever acquiring the ascendency,

That slavery is unjust and is a great evil are undlsputed
axioms, ‘he difficuity always hasbeen ow 1o get vid ot it?
In States where they are comparatively fow that difliculty
is less.  And in Penusylvania and other northern States
they bave gotten rid of slavery almost without a strugete.

As 10 compensation, supposing thut you were 10 put off
the commencement of the period to the year, say, 1850,
holding all to be slaves tor life born prior to that year, and
ali subsequent to be free it the age of twenty-eight, there
would be very Hittle, i any, diminution in the value ot slave
property, The measure would operate only on the female
and how muech less would a female slave be waorth, who
being herself a stave for Hle, her offxpring atter 1850 are to
be Jiberated?  1f there were no probibition of the removad
of slaves prior to 1830, there would be no depreciation in
the vahe.

‘I'he etfect of the measzure would be to atlow you slave
tubor (n the infaney of your Suite, when it ismost wanted,
and to substitute ultimately free Yabor for itwhen tree labor
would be abundant.  And you would thus gently and grad-
wlly free yourselves trom what has not been inaceurately
characterized a great curse.

These are my views counmunicated for your own satis-
faction, at your request, and not for publication.

When Missouri was admitred into the Union, 1 said to
hor delegate, Mr. Scott, “go howne, enter the eonveation
of your State, and exert yourself (o establish a system of
gradunal emaneipation similar to that which Dr. IFranklin
prevaited upon Penusylvania to adopt in 1770.2

{ do not conceive that your State could be justly charge-
able witl violating any pledge to emigrants by adopting the
prineiple of gradual emancipation. The Stute lias never
deelared that slavery should be perpetual. 1t tolerated sla-
very, but retained the power possessed by all slave States
to abolish it when the good of the Commonwealth required.
Timigrants went to your State knowing of this power, and
Rnowing that the majority must govern. In makingupthat
majority they have their voices pre or con.

* * * * * * * * * *

In Kentucky there is not the usual excitement attending
the presens eleetinns,  There is, perhaps, too much apathy
prevailing.

With great regard, I am your friend and obedient ser-
vant, H. CLAY
Colonel WizLiam HENRY RusseLy.

Similar authorities might be multiplied without

nmber on this interesting question, but T will not
encumber the record. JXonough has been said.
Our pathway in Missouriis plain. If we. would-
secure our-own quiet, and at the same time ad-
vence the fapid growth in population and wealth
of our, great State, we shoult adopt a judicions
and equitable plan of gradual emancipation. -Such
is the policy recommended to us by our able and
patriotic Governor. I plant myself upon this'pol-
icy. T am ready to codperate with good men
everywhere to promote it.. -1 follow the example
of the great, the good, and wise nien who have
gone hefore us, and who s6 much dided in.plant-
iug the tree of liberty on this.continent, who have
contributed to its.growth and its. preservation in
all the varying and' disturbed scenes and-tejals of
our country.  While no man is Difallible in this
age of “ great events and small men,” we cannot
greatly err upon a great question of this sort when
we tale ourstand by the side, and follow the teach-
ings of W AsmiNGTON, of Lia FAYETTE, of FRrANK-
LN, and of Cray. o

1 have thus, Mr. Speaker, in a very hasty and
imperfect: manuner, thrown out a fow general ob-
servations on the subject of emancipation in Mis-
souri, and have taken occasion to express my owh
decided convictions'as-to the best planof emanci-
pation. I do not pretend to go into details. So
that the system is gradual, and the leastcalculated
to disturl the rights of the people, or to produce
unnecessary conflict, I shall be content. | have
deemed it my duty thus to speak. Itisno time
for any public man to withhold his opinions on &
subject like this.

1t may be, sir, that these views will not prove
acceptable to many of my constituents.  Buat es-
teeming them asan enlightened and generous peo-
ple, I know they will give me credit for the sin-
cerity of my convictions. | would do nothing to
wound them, 6r which 1 did not believe would, in
the end, promote their true interests avd the hap-
piness and welfare of their children. 1 have no
interests separate from theirs, Laminall respects
identified with them. Missouri is my home; itis
the birthplace of my wife and children; beneath
its soil repose the ashes of those whosc memories
are doubly dear to me—all that T have ig there.
For weal or for woe, my destiny is inseparably
connected with the people of that State. 1 desire
to see our great Commonwealth speedily relieved
from the embarrassments which now surround
her, and which have so much palsied the enter-
prise and energies of her population.

So far as the mere slave interest of the State
may be compared to her other great interests, it
sinks into utter insignificance, and all we wantis
a policy founded in liberal statesmanship, which
will speedily insure the development of our vast
agricultural, mineral, manufactoving and commer-
cial wealth, to make Missouri one of the foremost
States of the Union, and her already proud me-
tropolis, gracing in queen-like splendor, the west
bank of the * father of waters,’” and command-
ing, by her railroads and magnificent vivers, the
interior trade and commerce of the continent, the
seat of wealth, of power, of learning, and of re-
finement upon the American continent.

But, sir, to insure these results for us and our
posterity, we must preserve our nationality and
the integrity of the Government. Thesecaninno
event be yielded,and though the blood of kindred
and of friends may yetflow upou a hundred battle-
fields,and the waters of our great rivers be stained
by the satguinary conflict, these sacrifices and
mighty efforts will not have been made in vain
if we can once more see the flag of our country,
that emblem of liberty and law, that pioncer of
civilization and of progress, floating in triumph
over a free and united people.

My, Speaker, a hard fate has overtaken us. If
the mighty energies which we are now putting
forth, in the attempt to destroy each other, had
been directed to conquest, we might, indeed, have
boasted an *‘ ocean-bound republic.” If in a
I)eaceful way directed to emancipation, we might
1ave bought and colonized every slave upon the
continent, united the two oceans by railroads,
girdled the whole earth with electric telegraphs,
planted school-houscs and churches onevery bill-
top and in every valley upon the continent. Differ-
ently directed, the proudest nations of the earth

might have been compelled to acknowledge our
power, andWyield to us the supremacy. But, alas!
these things have not been. - We:-have dishonored
the memories of the good and truly great, black-
ened the page of ourcountry’s history, and stained
its_ hitherto beautiful escutcheon with fraternal,
blood,. ‘And if we are at last as a nation toper-
ish—=which God forbid—our fate will be recorded
in the touching and melancholy wail of the poet
over-liis dying ffiend, in whose system were
planted the fatal seeds of his own dissolution:
«Twas thine own genius gave the final blow,

And fielp’d to plant the wound that laid thee low;

So.the struck eagle, stretched upon the pla}n,

No more through rolling clouds to soar again,

View’d his own feather an the fatal dart,.

And wing’d the shaft that quiver’d in his heart;

Keen were his pangs, but keener far to feel

He nursed the pinion which impelted the steel,

While the same plumage that had warmed his nest

Drank the last life-drop of his bleeding breast!”?

But, sir, I trust that as a nation we shall notdies
that no such funeral dirge shall be written for the
American people; that the angel of peace will yet
again retarn to us; that the green sod will grow
apon, and the loveliest flawers of spring decorate,,
the newly made grave; that the sword and the’
spear will be converted into the plowshare and
pruning-tiook; and that, burying the bloody mem-
ories of the recent past 1n the bright promisesand
radiant hopes of the future, the American Repub-
lie, united, powerfal, and happy, will yet realize
the vision of the poetand philosopher, as he gazed
from the most distantland in Europe, that

 TIME ’S NOBLEST EMPIRE IS THE LAST!”
EMANCIPATION IN MISSOURIL.

SPEECH OF HON. E. . NORTON,
’ OF MISSOURI,
In rar Housz oF REPRESENTATIVES,
February 28, 1863,

On the question of making au appropriation for the eman-
cipation of staves in Missouri.

Mr. NORTON. This measure has assumed
three phases since its appearance in this House.
F'irst, the chrysalis state, when introduced by my
colleague, {Mr. NogLw,] proposing, for emancipa-
tion, $10,000,000, with the faith of the Govern-
ment pledged to remove outof the State such slaves
as might be willing to go. Second, the bill as
amended in the Senate, with $10,000,000 for gragd-
ual emancipation ending in 1876, or $20,000,000
for immediate emancipation ending in 1865, with
the provision for deportation struck out. Third,
the bill as last introduced from the select commit-
tee appropriating $15,000,000 for immediate eman-
cipation without deportation. 1 do nat propose
to consider the proposition as introduced by my
colleague, but shall confineimyself to the consid-
eration of the bill as amended in the Senate.

When this bill, iir a somewhat different shape,
was up in this House where it originated, it was
pressed {o a passage without discussion and al-
most without consideration, under the whip and
spur of the previous question, after a short ex-~
planatory speech from one of my colleagues who
had the bill in charge. So hot was the haste to
putiton its passage thatanotherof my colleagues,
whose constituents were deeply interested in the
measure, was denied the opportunity of simply
presenting an amendment to be voted on when the
question was taken. Thus,sir,in thirty minutes
of time was this bill originally run through the
House, although it contained propositionsatonce
startling and alarming, proposing to effect, in &
most vital and important manner, the interests
of vver oune million of the people of my State, and
to abstract from the common public Treasury’
$10,000,000. This measure, immediately affect-
ing the interests of the people I represent hereas
well as the whole public, I will not content my-
self by simply casting a vote against it.

The first section of the bill as amended in the
Senate, makes it the duty of the President:

Whenever satisfactory evidence is furnished him that the
State of Missouri has adopted a valid and constitutional
law, ordinance, or other provision tor the immediate or
gradual emancipation of the slaves therein, and the exelu-
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595, to amend an gctentitlc(}“{\n act for the pun-
ishment of crime in the District of Columbia,”

approved March 2, 1831.

SUPPRESSION OF TELEGRAPHIC DISPATCHES.,

Mr. KXASSON. 1 ask unanimous consent to
hresent a communication from Samuel Wilkeson,
%Vushington editor of the New York Tribune,
calling attention to a subject of great importance
to the press; and I ask that, by general consent,
it be read.

There being no objection, the communication
was received, and was read, as follows:

The undersigned represents to the Congress of the Uni-
ted States that he is the Washington editor of the New
York Tribune ; that assuch be senton tliree diffcrent days
within the eurrent week to the office of the Ameriean Tele-
graph Company in this city, for transmission to the Tribune
in New York, telegrams announcing the removal of Gen-
eral Butler from the command of thie army of the Jainces;
that these telegrains were not sent but weresuppressed; that
your petitioner hasbeenijutormed that they were suppressed
by an order issued from the War Department; that your
petitioner has reason to buelieve that a censorship of news-
paper-telegrams has been established in the city of Wash-
ington without Jaw, and that the same js exercised therein
svithout responsibility, in violation of the freedom of the
press, te the injury of fawful business, in violation of the
rights of property, and in nullification of law.

Your petitioner further represents that this suppression
of the news of the removal of General Butler extended to
and ineluded the telegrams; announcing the smne, sent to
all the newspapers in the northern and western States by
their representatives resident in Washingion ;s and that,
while this censorship and suppression were in foree in
Waushington, the agent of one New York newspaper at the
headguarters of thie army of the Potomac had free let and
ficense necorded to him to send to his paper fal accounts
of the said removal of Generat Butler, with extended com-
ments thereons which license e improved, and thereby
secured {or and gave (o s paper @ monopoly of said news
over all the papers of the United Stoates, to the unjust in-
terference with business and the violaton of equity.

Your petitioner thereibre prays for the passage of a law
weirich shall place tl hito usc the telegraph on the siune
ground with the right to use the mails, and that shall pun-
ish interference with and interruption or suppression ot this
right aslaw now puuishes suppression or interruption of
and interference with the right to use the mails of the

uited states. SAMUEL WILKLESON.
Wasmngroy, Jenuary 12, 1865,

The communication was, on motion of Mr,
K ASSON, referved to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

INTERNAL REVENUE.

Mr. TIHAYER, by unanimous consent, intro-
duced 2 bill to amend theact entitled “An act to
provide internal revenue to sapport the Govern-
ment, to pay interest on the public debt, and for
ather purposes,’ approved June 30, 1864; which
was read a first and second time, and referred to
the Committee of Ways and Means.

CONSIDERATION OF PRIVATE BUSINESS.

Mr. HOLMAN. faskunanimous consentthat
to-morrow, after the morning hour, shall be set
apart for private business, and be considered
abjection day. That will probably be the only
opportunity we shall have to consider private
husineces.

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Hlinois.
COAST SURVEY REPORT.
Mr. A. W. CLARK, from the Committee on

Printing, reported the following resolution, which
g, report ) ’
was read, considered, and agreed to:

Resolved, That there be printed three thousand extra
capies of ilie coust survey report for 18545 two thousand
for the use of the couast survey, and one thousand tor the
use of this House. .

Mre. A. W, CLARK moved to reconsider the
vote by which the resolution was agreed to; and
also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid
on the table.

- The Rhtter motion was agreed to.

ARMY RATION.

Mr. COBB, by unatimous consent, presented
the petition of the enlisted men of the forty-ninth
regiment of Pennsylvania volunteers for a res-
toration of the former amount of the Army rationy
which was read, and referred to the Committee
on Miitary Affairs. ‘

1 object.

NEW’ POST ROUTE.

Mr. BEAMAN, by unanimous consent, sub-
mitted the following resolution; which was read,
considered, and agreed to:

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of
establishing a mail route from Hillsdale, in the State of
Michigan, by the way of Frontier, to Amboy, in said State;
and that they report by bill or otherwise.

AMEXNDMENT OF THE ENROLLMENT ACT.

Mr. MILLER, of New York, by unanimous
consent, submitted the following resolution; which
was read, considered, and agreed to:

Resolved, That the Comimnittee on Military Affairs bein-
structed to inquire into the expedieney of so amending the
enrollment aci as to provide that all persons liable to the
dratt, who shall hemafter volunteer, shall be credited tothe
town in which they are enrolled; with leave to report by
bill or otherwise.

VENTILATION OF THE IIALLS OF CONGRESS,

Mr. PIKE. Mr. Speaker, I move that by
unanimous consent the Flouse take from the
Speaker’s table, for action at this time, the con-
current resolution from the Senate that the joint
committee on ventilation and improvement of the
Halls of Congress be authorized to examine wit-
nesses and employ a reporter, and that the mem-
bers of the committees of the two Houses upon
Public Buildings and Grounds be added to the
said joint committee upon ventilation, &e., for
the purpose of deciding uponany plan or propo-
sition of improvement which may be before suid
committee for consideration,

Mr, WASHBURNE, of Illinois.
ADJOURNMENT OVER.

Mr. COFFROTH moved that when the House
adjourns to-day, it adjourn to meet on Monday
next.

The motion was disagreed to.

PACIFIC RAILROAD.

Mzr. COLE, of California, by unanimous con-
sent, introduced a bill to amend an act entitled
¢ An actto aid in the construction of a railroad
and telegraph line from the Missouri river to the
Pacific ocean, and to secure Lo the Government
the use of the same for postal, military, and other
purposes,’ approved July 1, 1862, and to amend
anactamendatory theveof, approved July 2, 1864;
which was read a first aud second time, and re-
ferred to the select committee on the Pacific rail-
road.

1 object.

WILLTAM IUTCHINSON.
On motion of Mr. WADSWORTH, by unani-

mous consent, leave was granted for the with-
drawal from the files of the [louse of the petition
and papers in the case of William Hutchinson,
'
UNITED 8TATES DEPOSITARIES.

Mr. WILSON, by unanimous consent, sub-
mitted the following resolution; which was read,
considered, and agreed to:

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be
instracted to inguire into the expedieney of so amending
the forty-fifth section of ¢ An aet to provide a national
curreney,” &c., as to prohiibit the designation of associa-
tions under said act as depositaries of publie money iy all
cities and townsawhere there [ ub-Treasurerofthe Uni-
ted States, nnd inaflsuceh o uire the public money
to be deposited in the sub-1 id that the commit-
tee furtiier inquire what add ition is necessary
to remler the Governunent securs a t lass on account
of public money deposited with d od depositaries
under said aes, and report by bithor ise.

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF DAKOTA.
Mr. HUBRBARD, of lowa, by unanimous con-
sent, introduced a bill to provide for a geological
and scientific examuiation of a part of Dakota

4 Torritory; which was read a first and second time,

and referred to the Commiitee on "Lerritories.
VIRGINTIA CIRCUGIT COURTS.

Mr. BOUTWELL, by unanimous consent,
introduced a bill for changing the time for hold-
ing circuit courtsin the districtof Virginia; which
was réad a first and second time, and referred to
ythe Committee on the Judiciary.

ADDITIONAL PENSIONS. |- %

Mr. MILLER, of Pennsylvania, by unani-
mous consent, moved that the bill in reference to

additional pensions for the widows of Generals ;

Whipple, Baker,and Berry, heretofore laid upon

the table, be taken up and referred to thé Coms

mittee on Invalid Pensions, N
The motion was agreed to.

ADJOURNMENT OVER——AGAIN,

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to sub=
mit a motion, but before doing so I will, with
unanimous consent, make a single remark, 1lin-
tend to move that when the House adjourns to-
day it adjourn to meet on Monday next, so asto
give the Committee of Ways and Means an op-
portunity to oceupy the whole of to-morrow in
the preparation of the appropriation ‘bills.  The
morning previous to the meeting of the House

does not suffice for the work we have to do, and .

it is necessary that we should have to-morrow,
I proppse the House shalf take a holiday and that
the committee shall work all day to-morrow. |
therefore move that when the House adjourns to-
day, it adjourn to meet on Monday next. )

Mr. JOHINSON, of Penunsylvania. 1 would
like to inquire of the gentleman from the Toledo
district of Ohjo, [Mr. Asurey,] who has in spe-
cial charge the special order—the constitutional
amendment question—when he expects to bring
us to a vote upon it. There are some of us who
have business which will call us out of the city.

Mr. ASHLEY. After consultation with the
friends of the measure on both sides of the House
last night, we concluded to postpone the vote for
a fortnight at least,

Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania. Ifthatcan
be so arranged 1 shall not object to adjourning
over to-morrow.,

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ilinois. Afterthe gen-
tleman from Missouri [Mr. Rorrins] concludes™
his remarks I hope the gentleman from Ohio will
make a motion to postpone the subject until a
given day.

Mr. ASHLEY. In accordance with the re-
quest [ will now move that after to-day the fur-
ther consideration of this question be postponed
until friday, two weeks from to-day, after the
moming hour,

The SPEAKER. TUnlessthe House setsaside
private business, this day will be devoted to the
consideratjon of that business.

The question was then put on the motion of
Mr. Stevens to adjourn over until Monday, and
it was agreed to.

POSTPONEMENT OF PRIVATE BUSINESS.
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move that

private business be postponed for to-day.
AL ITAL IS h F.V SN bod s 1 sl

N start here

s © t=3
AROLITION OF SLAVERY.
Mr. ASHLEY. I move that the further con-

sideration of the special order be postponed after
to-day until next Tuesday two weeks, after the
morning hour,

The ruotion was agreed to.

Mr. ASHLEY moved that the vote last taken
be reconsidered; and also moved that the wmoting
to reconsider be laid on the table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

Mr. WASHBURNE, of lllinois.
the regular ovder of business.

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busia

I demand

nessis the consideration of the business in which !

the House was engaged at the adjournment yestera
day, being the motion to reconsider the vote by
which the Houseon the 15th of last June rejected
a joint resolution (8. No. 16) submitting to the
Legislatuves of the several States a propositionte

.amend the Constitution of the United States, on

which the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Ror=
LINs] is entitled to the floor.
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My. ROLLINS, of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
¥ desire 10 submita few observations to the House
upon the important proposition now pending be-
fore the final vote is taken upon it. The remarks
which [ shall make will be rather in the nature
of a personal explanation than any elaborate ar-
gumentation of this question. At the last session
of Congress when the vote was taken upon this
proposition I voted against.it. On this occasion
when the vote ig taken I'propose to vote forit. I
have changed my views in reference to the expe-
diency of this measure; and while I do not sup-
pose that anything I may say will have any in-
fluence whatever in chapging the vote of any
gentleman upon this floor, I am satisfied with the
reasons which have induced me to change my
opinion and my action; and it is perhaps due to
myself; humble as I am, due to those [ represent
and who take any interest in the opinions which
T may entertain or express here, to present to the
‘House and the country some of the considerations
which have induced me to change my action and
my vote.

Mr. Speaker, I entertain the same opinion to-
day in regard to the rebellion that I have ever
done, 1 feel the same animosity, the same hatred,
the same contempt for it now, and for those who
initiated it, as I did when it was first put on foot.
Indeed, I may say, sir, that, looking at the con-
sequences which it has producedin my own State
and throughout the country, I am less inclied
to-day than cver to look upon it with any degree
of forbearance. Regarding italways withoutex-
cuse or justification I am 1nclined to the opinion
to-day that there was not even the shadow of a
ghade of pretext for putting on foot this infamous
and disastrous rebellion.

But, sir, heretofore, and even now, I have acted
with that body of men who are disposed to pur-
sue a conciliatory policy withu view to obtain the
high object we all had in view, and that was the
preservation of the Constitution and the salvation
of the Union. When I say [ have been acting
with that class of men who desireto pursuca con-
ciliatory policy, I do not mean to say thatl have
not ever been In favor of an earnest prosecution
of this war; but I mean to say that I desire to

“blend the two, war and the olive-branch; the olive-
branch always in front of the sword, and a con-
stant appeal to the intelligent public sentiment of
the South that it was not'the object of the Gov-
ernment to oppress, bat that it was the high and
noble purpose of the Representatives of the people
and of the United States Government toextend and
secure to them all the rights which they can right-
fully claim under the Constitution of our fathers,
1tis my firm conviction that we have not enough
pursued a cpnciliatory policy; not enough tried to
mmpress on the public mind of the masges of the
South the true objects we all have in viewin the
prosecution of this - war. And while I am notdis-
posed to say to-day that a different line of policy
would have broughtabouta different result, would
have had the effect of putting down the rebellion,
to havestopped this unfortunate war, to have sus-
tained the Government, I am sure such a policy
would have done no harm; that the effect would
have been good; that at all events it would have
resulted in consolidating the Union sentiment in
the loyal States of the Union,and checked to a
great extent the collision of sentiment and conse-
quent diversity of actien which has occurred
among Union men.

I have been surprised, Mr. Speaker, that the
distinguished men who have charge of the Gov-
ernment have not stopped long enough to listen
to the suggestions of plain and humble men in re-
gard to this question. Sir, if I had occupied the
high position of the President of the United States,
even now recently, I would have made every sol-
dier in Sherman’s army the bearer of a message
of peace and good will to the humblest men in
the humblest cabins in the State of Georgia. He
then had an opportunity of reaching that distant
population. ' Ljudge the people from my own ex-
perience. I know how the masses of the com-

« mon people have been deluded and misled by their

“.traitorous leaders.

I have seen the effect of this

iLhing around me at my own. home, and I know

the influence which such appeals, coming from
those in authority, have upon the minds of the
masses of the common people of the couniry; and
I believe to-day that if such a line of policy had
been pursued, and if the minds of the people of

Gieorgia could be reached, it would be but a short
time before the Administration of this Govern-
ment would have a stronger and more powerful
parly among the people of that State than Davis
himself!

Mr. Speaker, I have another general observa-
tion to make. In all myaction as a Representa-
tive upon this floor it has neverbeen my purpose
to pursue a course either for the preservation or
for the destruction of the institution of slavery.
I have had & higher and & nobler object in view,
for I regard it a more high and noble object to
preserve this free Constitution of ours, to pre-
serve our noble and happy form of government,
to preserve the union of these States, than any
question connected with the preservation or de-
struction of African slavery upon-this continent.
‘U'hat has been a secondary and subordinate con-
sideration altogether compared with the better
purpose which I have just named; dnd in every
voie that I have given, whether tending to weaken
the iustitution of slavery or to strengthen that
institution, it has been cast after considéring the
question, how far will this or thmt measure tend
to strengthen the Government and to preserve the
Constitution and the Union? :

¢ To be, or not to be, that is the question.”

Sir, if 1 could save this Constitution and this
Union by preserving the institution of slavery in
its present status in the various States I would do
it most cheerfully. Perhaps I would go further
than many of my friends on the other side of the
House: if 1 could save the Counstitution of my
country and the union of these States even by ex-
tending the institution of slavery, I would do it.
And why? Notbecause I am the especial friend
of the institution of slavery, but becanse I regard
as the paramount and most important question of
the times the preseryation of ourown liberties, of
our own Constitution and free Government, And,
sir, [ accept also the other view of the proposition:
if T could save the Constitation and the Union by
the partial destraction of slavery 1 would partially
destroy it; and if I could save the Constitution
and Union of my country by the total destruction
of slavery-—cutting it up by theroots, cutting out
the cancer at once—I most unquestionably would
do ity for I regard the preservation of these as
paramount to and far higher than any question
affecting the freedom or slavery of the African
race upon thiscontinent. 1Inother words, I adopt
precisely the sentiment so felicitously expressed
by the President of the United States in a letter
which he addressed to Mr. Greeley more than two
years ago; and, in order to refresh the minds of
these gentlemen who are pleased to give me their
attention, I desire to read one or two sentences
from that letter. It expresses the correct views,
ag I think, that all men who aim at the preserva-
tion of the Government should adhere to. The
President said:

My paramount object in this struggle is to save the
Union, and s not cither to save or to destroy slavery, If
1 could save the Union without freeing any slave T would
do ity and if I could save it by frecing «fl slaves [ would
do it; and if I could save it by freeing some and leaving
others alone, I would alsp do that, What T do about sla~
very and the eolored race, I do beenuse I believe it helps
1o save this Uuion; and what I forbear, T forbear because
1 do not believe it would lelp to save the Union. [ shall
do less whenever I shall believe what I am doing hurts the
cause, and I shall do more whenever I shall believe doing
more will help the cause.” !

That was the disposition of the President two
years ago. That was my positiontwo yearsago;

| that is my position now. And what T propose
to do now in the vote which I shall give upon
this proposition, is simply because I believe that
ultimately it will tend to save the Union; and to
dn that I am willing to do more now than I have
heretofore done. When I cast the vote which I
did before upon this proposition, I had no doubt
in regard to the power of Congress to submit this
amendment to the States; and the vote I gave at
that time was given on the ground of expediency
alone. For at that time, as [ have stated, [ was
in favor of pursuing a more conciliatory policy.
I believed at that time that by pursuing such'a
courseand assuring the people ofthe South thatour
object was to preserve their rights under the Con-
sitution they miglit be induced to return. And
I wag willing that they should return with the ;
institution of slavery preserved as it then existed
in different States of this Union. And I bglieve
now that if political events had taken a different |

direction from what they have taken inall proba-

bility those States would be invited to return with
all their rights, and along with the rest their right
to the institution of slavery.

And Twill make this further remark, that it was
this general leading consideration that induced
me to support the distinguished and patriotic man
who was nominated for the Presidency inopposi-
tion to the present President. It was because [
believed the one would offer and be satisfied with
more liberal terms than the other, and that there
would therefore be in all: probability a better
chance of preserving the Constitution and the
Government under the administration of that
man than by a continuance of the administration
of Mr. Lincoln, But I confess here to-day that
when 1 look at all the changes which would have
necessarily resulted from a change of Adminis-
tration, in its men and its policies, I am inclined
to doubt whether, under all the circumstances, the
people have not at last acted more wisely than I
did. 1 do not claim to be infallible,

‘While I do not take the voice of the majority,
however large, as the sole rule of my action, Lam
always willing to defer to it, and to treat with re-
spectthe opinions of a majority of the people of my
country. It has been intimated here that perhaps
there are some gentlemen who incline to change
their viewsand action in reference to thisimport-
ant subject because the current seems to setin that
direction., Now, if I believed thatl was govérned
by any such consideration asthat I should despise
myself. I neverhavebeen a man to seek out the
direction of the popular current upon which to
set sail in my feeble bark. It is the pride of my
public life that I have nearly always been in a
minority, at home and in the nation. I never had
an opportunity hardly to know how a man feels
inthe majority ! And1have some pride inregard
to it, because I believe that, asa general rule, there
is more phblic virtue, more truth, and more hon-
esty with the leading minds that control minorities
than with those who direct majorities, and this
from a principle in human nature which we all
understand. No, sir, I am governed by nosuch
consideration as that. [ am governed by the
single object of doing something in my hamble
way that may tend to preserve this Union and
continue it after we shall have restored to it the
States now in rebellion.

Now, sir, I cometo make a few observations in
reference to a question which has been very elab-
orately discussed here during the consideration of
this subject; and that is the question of the con-
stitutional power of Congress to do the thing we
aim at to-day. I know how immodestit may be
for me, after the very ableand distinguished gen-
tlemen who have discussed this question so elal-
orately, to say a word upon it. Butas I speak
for my constituents at home, as well as to this
House, and especially those who act with me on
this occasion, L desire to be clearly understood.
If I believed this amendment to be unconstitu-
tional, as a matter of course I would be bound
by my oath notto give a vote for it; but believing
it to be constitutional, and believing also in the
expediency of the measure, I shall vote for the
amendment.

Is this amendment constitutional? How are
we to get light upon this subject? My answer is,
by referring to the-instrument itself; and 1 have
yet to meet the first gentleman on either side of
the House who will deny the proposition that in
accordance with the leiter of the Constitution this
amendment may be proposed to the Sttes for
their adoption or rejection. The provision of the
Constitution which confers the power of amend-
ment, and which I do not propose to read, has
but two limitations, as has heen repeatedly re-
marked in this discussion. So far as the letter
of the Constitution is concerned, except in refer-
ence to those two limitations, Congress has the
right and the power to propose any amendment
tobeadeopted or rejected by the States themselves.
According to the letter of the Constitution we are
governed only by the two limitations found in the
instrument itself. N

And the next question which presents itself is
whether there are any other limitations in the
Constitution, except the restrictions found in the
article itself; to prevent Congress from propoging
this amendment to the States. : :

Mr. C. A.WHITE. I understood the gentle-

man from Missouri [Mr. Roxrins] to say that no
person upon this side of the House had advo-
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cated the principle that the letter of the Counstitu-
tion puta limitation upon the power of Congress
to pass this amendment. [ beg leave to remind
him that in the few remarks which I had the
honor to submit on Wednesduy last I made that
distinct proposition. I contended that the word
“amendment’ was a Jimitation of itself; that the
amendment must relate to some clause or pro-
vieion already in the Constitution. And thatthis
proposition now under consideration being to in-
sert a separate and distinct clause in the Constitu-
tion, having no connection with any grant of
power to be found in it, was a supplement to the
Constitution and not an amendment; and that
the very letter of the Constitution limited the
power of Congress over the subject of amend-
ments to the delegation of powers to Congress to
‘amend the Constitution.

Mur. ROLLINS, of Missouri. My answer to
the gentleman is, that all the amendments that
have been made were open to the same objection.
I was notso fortunate, Mr. Speaker, as to hear the
gentleman’s speech, nor have I had time to read
1t; but in reference to the question of limitation, I
think that the best way to obtainlight on the sub-
ject is to read what the Constitution itself says:

¢ The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses
shall deem it neeessary, shall propose amendments to this
Constitution, or, on the application of’ the Legislatures of
two thirds of the several States, shall call a convention
for proposing amendments, which, in either case, shail be
valid 1o all intents and purposes as part of this Coustitution,
when ratified by the Legislatures of three fourths of the
several States, or by conventions in three fourths thercof,
as the one or the other mode of ratification may be pro-
posed by the Congress; provided, thatnoamendment which
may be made prior (o the year 1808 shall in any manner
affeet the first aud fourth clauses in the ninth section of the
first ariivle 3 and thatuvo State, widiout its consent, shali be
deprived of its equal suffrage in the Senate.”

The Constitution can only be changed by
amendment, and, according to the gentleman’s
theory, we can add nothing to it, however good or
desirable, unless there was already ““ some clause
or provision in the Constitution” relating to the
subject proposed to be added. This I regard as
absurd. :

Now, sir, I cannot for my life see,as my {riend

from Ohio sees, where there arc any other limita-
tions of the power of Congress, according to the
letter of the mstrument, than those which we find
in the clause of the Constitution itself. The lim-
itation is there aceording to the lotter, and there
alone; and if there Is any other Hmitation in vef-
erence to the power of Congress, it wust be out-
side of this artele of the Constitution; and the
next guestion which I propose to suggest, in or-
der to come to a correct conciusion on this sub-
ject, s, s there any other limitation of the power
of Congress in proposing amendments to this in-
strument? Lassert that there is; and I adoptthe
very excellent view suggested in the running de-
bate by the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr.
JourweLL,] in answer to the distinguished gen-
teman {rom Ohio, [Mr. PrvprLeroxn;] and that
1s, that the Iimitation of amendment to this Con-
stitution 1 found also in the very preamble to the
instrument itself. 1 do not believe, sir, with my
friend from Ohio [Mr. Cox] that we have a rvight
to make any amendment whatever to this Con-
stitution, that there is no limitation except the
express limittion contaived in the clause which
I have justread. Thereare otherlimitations,and
those limitations are found, as 1 conceive, in the
preamble preceding the Constitution itself. What
18 that preamble ?

¢ We, the people of the United States, fn order to form
amore perfect union, establish juslice, insurc domestic tran-
guillity, provide for {he common defense, promote the general
welfare, and sccure tie blessings of liberty for ourselves and
our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for
the United States of Ameriea.>

Now, I do not believe that any amendment can
~he made to this instrument which has for its ob-
ject, or whose direct tendency would be, to destroy
the very object and purposes for which the Con-
stitution was established.  Therefore, sir, any
amendment to this Constitution which would de-
stroy ‘& more perfect union,”” which would fail
to ‘“establish justice,’” which would fail to ¢ in-
surce domestic tranquillity,”” which would fail to
“ provide for the common defense,” or to “ pro-
mote tho gencral welfare, and secure the blessings
of liberty io ourselvesand our posterity,”’ isnotan
amendment which may be proposed by Congress,

or may be adopted and ratified by the States; and

every Representative who votes must be a * law
unto himself’” whether any amendment proposed
is in accordance with the Constitution.

Mr. COX. [ desire to ask the gentleman a
question. 'Who is to be the judge whether a pro-
posed amendment comes within the scope of the
preamble ? .

Myr. ROLLINS, of Missouri., I will be the
judge myself, so far as I may be called upon to
vote for or against it.

Mr. COX. I would prefer, according to my pe-
culiar logic, to allow the States themselves to
be the judges. Therefore T infinitely prefer the
gentleman’s first proposition—that the power of
amendment 1s not limited except by the terms of
the clause of the Coustitution on that subject,

Mr. ROLLINS, of Missouri. I willanswerthe
gentleman, that so far as my action and my vote
are concerned, my own judgment—and I presume
80 far as the vote of every other member in the
House is concerned, bis own judgment—maust be
the rale in reference to the question whether a
proposed amendment comes within the scope of
the preamble; and I presume that the States them-
selves must be the judges when an amendment is
submitted for their consideration and action. If
three fourths of the States adopt a proposed
amendment, it becomes a part of the Constitution.
But suppose the other fourth decline to adopt the
amendment what then? If itis such an infringe-
ment of their rights, such a destruction of their
liberties, such aninterference with their domestic
policy, that they regard themselves justified in
raising the standard of revolt and revolution in
order to resist the amendment which the other
States have adopted, I take it that the State itself
would be the better judge as to the course which
it would have a right to pursue.

But, siv, it has been urged thatthis amaendment
is contrary, although not to the letter, to the spirit
of the Consiitution. Well, Mr. Speaker, I am a
believer, too, in this doctrine that we must be
guided by the spirit of the Constitution. 1 would
neither violate its letter nor its spivit. But T con-
fess, sir, that it is difficult for me to define or ex~
actly to understand what is meant by the spiritof
the Constitation,  Perhaps it is like the passion
which young people experience, and which is well
described in the language of the young lover:

¢ >Pis what we feel, but ean’t define
>Pis what we know, but ¢an’t express.”

We all know that there are amendments whieh
might be proposed, and which would be in strict
aecordance with the letter of the instrament, but
which we would fuel to be violative of its spirit.
Siy, if you proposed an amendment changing
entirely the form of our Government, ereating a
monarchy or despotism instead of a Republic, 1
presume, although gentemen might find au ex-
press warrant of law in the Constitation to do
this thing, yet it would be against the spirit of
that instrument. [ presume if an amendment
ware proposed torequire one State 1o pay a much
larger proportion of taxes than in accordance
with its representation, although you might find
a warrant for 1ty yet it would be against the spirit
of the Coustitution. I presume 1f you were to
PI'OP()S(’. alt Zl!nl,‘”(hn()l)t Lo (,‘SU.I.L)HS]I a SL‘(U.C l'Cli-
gion throughout the land, while the letter of the
Constitution might not be against it, yet every
man who favored religions tolerationand who was
against an established Church, would feel that
the spirit of the instrument had been violated,

[ believe, then, sir, that this amendment is in
accordance with the cxpress letter of the Consti-
wation. } believe that it is1n accordance with the
preambie of the Constitution. [helieve that itis
1 accordance with the true spirit, meaning, and
intent of that lnstrument, and the objects and
purposes for which it was framed by our fore-
fathers, and thatif all the States could be indueed
to adopt it it would go far to strengthen the Gov-
erhment, by preventing future dissension and
cementing the bonds of the Union, on the pres-
ervation of which depends our strength, our
security, our safety, our happiness, and the con-
tinued existence of freeinstitutions on the Amer-
ican continent. :

The only question left for me to decide, sir, is
whether this is a measure which isexpedientand
which ought to be adopted. I'believein bothits
expediency and constitutionality. ) ’

Now, Mr. Speaker, in making a few remavks
on the other branch of the question, I want to

. of this character. ~

with me. Does any man in this House; doesany’
intelligent man in any of ‘the loyal States believé
that the institution of African slavery will sutvive
this rebellion? If there is such a man'I chooss
to differ from him. - I believe, as has 'ofien beén
remarked here, that the existence and contin:
uance of human slavery is wholly and_entirely:
incompatible with a state of civil war inthe conns
try. The rebellion, instigated and carried-on by
slaveholders, has been the death-knell of thé'in<
stitution; and, believing this, shall we any longer
rely upon the President’s proclamations; whieh
are doubtful in their policy and character? Shall
we rely upon the exercise of thoseextraordinary:
powers originating in a time of war? or shall we
niot, like wise and prudent statesmen, come to the
rescue at once, take it up, handle it, discuss it in
a statesmanlike way, and adoptthe true and only
peaceful mode pointed out in the Charter of our
liberties for meeting and disposing of questions

Mr. Speaker, I have another remark to make
in regard to the limitation in the fifth article of
the Constitution. How did iv happen that the
framers of thatinstrument only extend the limita«
tion of powerto two subjects? Why did they pre-
serve the representation of the small States from
amendment? Why did they allow the African
slave trade to vremain untouched only prior to
1808¢ I answer, it was because the great men
who laid the foundations of civilgovernment upon
the American continent, aceording to my reading
and understanding, were essentially anti-slavery,
North and South, and, Jooking upon the institu-
tion of slavery as an evil, they determined to
check its growth; hence in the Constitution
they placed a limitation upon the African slave
trade, limiting it to the year 1808. So on the other
subject of the representation of the small States.
The small States represented in that Convention
sceing the greatinequality of authority and power
civen to them by that clause of the Constitution
which enabled Rhode Island to exercise in the
Senate of the United States as much power as
New York and the other great States of the
Union, and tenacious of the power thus secured .
to them, insisted, and it was finally yielded to
them, that upon that point the Constitution of the
United States should remain unamended through all
time. .

Now, I ask you the question how easy it was,
and why the framers of the Constitution did not
add to that clause that no amendment should be
made changing or modifying the institution of
slavery as it exists in any State of the Union?
Why was this not ingrafted upon the Constitu-
tion? I havean answer satisfactory tamyself on
that subjeet. It was because the great men of
that day, the men who framed this Charter of
human freedom for the American people, were in
heart and in principle hostile to the institution of
slavery; and although they did not take the re-
sponsibility of disposing of it, they accepted it as
they found it; andthe writings and teachings of
the great men of the North and South justify me
in elaiming that they looked forward to the day
when their posterity would finally, in some form
or other, dispose of the institution which they
themselves regarded as hurtful to the happiness
and progress of the country.

lence 1 go a little further than my vencrable
friend from Missouri, [Mr. Kine,] thoughhe and 1
areexactly inthe same category uponthis question.
1 express my belief that the limitation preventing
the abolition of slavery in the States by Congress
was not placed in the Constitation for the reason
of a desire to leave that an open question, und
hoping and believing that-at a distant day in the
bistory of our country, whpn &1'm‘rr.-. \V(})um be a
higher and more Christian-like civilization, a bet-
ter view of this subject, that we, their posterity,
might have the power which they gave to us in
the instrument itself, to take hold of the question
and dispose of it in some fair, right, and proper
way. Such is my belief; whether well-founded
or not is another thing. 'Lhey regarded the insti-
tution as an evil, and no such limitation could
have been incorporated intodhe Constitation by
the Convention which framed that instrument.
They regarded it as an evil one day or other to
be disposed of, and they left the door open to those
who were to come after thein for thé express pur-
pose of enabling' them, when a good opportunity

put a few interrogatories to gentlemen who differ .

B



260

THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE.

Jahuary 13,

offered, to do the very thing which they failed to
do themselves.

M. Speaker, every man, however humble he
may be, has some persoral pride in the opinions
he may entertain upon a great- question of this
sort. [ am not free from considerations of that
kind, and when 1 hear my friends over the way
upon the Republican side of the House—and |
krow 1 Imve a great many friends there—intimate
that because a man cannot vote with them and 1
upon this amendment he sympathizes with the
rebeliion, or is an apologist for the rebellion, 1
confess 1 cannot indorse either the good taste or
the propriety of such imputations. Such remarks
elsewhere than here have been applied to me, and
yet I know they have not fitted my case, because
I take this occasion to state my oplnion—an opin-
ion [ have entertained for twenty-five years—that
the institution of African slavery cannot be de-
fended either upon moral or religious grounds, or
upon principles of natural right or political econ-
omy.

1'ars a believer in the Declaration of Independ-
ence wherein it is asserted that ““ail men are cre-
ated equal.” I believe that when it says “ all
men®’ it means every man who was created in the
“image of his Maker’ and walks on God’s foot-
stool, without regard to race, color, or any other
accidental circumstances by which he may be sur-
rounded. 1 know that astute politicians, cerafty
and ambitious men, in various periods of the Re-
public have tried to draw a distinction between
this man and that man because he happens to bave
a different colored skinj that the Declaration was
applicable alone to white men, and not to the
black man, the red man, or any other than the
white man.  That the word ** all>” meant a part,
not ““allt”  But, sir, | believe that that general
clause in the Declaration of Independence was
meant, by the immortal man who penned it, and
by the immortal men who signed it, and by a
large majority of the great men of thatday North
and South, to assert the great prineiple, founded
in the rights of man, founded i reason, and in
strict accordance to the law of morality and of
the Divine will,that ¢ all men are created equal,”
without distinction of race or of color. Aud al-
though our ancestors tailed to apply the principle,
although they were derclict iu duty in Jiving up
to the great enunciation of principles which they
made to the world and mankind, 1t is no proof to
my mind that they did not mean exactly what I
say they meant in the expression to which 1 have
referved.

Mr. Speaker, all these considerations ave influ-
encing mein the very vote which I shall give upon
this amendment; but I desive to say that my ex-
perience upgn the subjectofslavery has been quite

-singular and diversified. An anu-slavery man
in sentiment, and yet, heretofore a large owner
of slaves myself—notnow, however—notexactly
with my consent, but with or without my con-
sent.  Lhe eonvention which recently assembled
in my State, § learned from a telegram a morn-
ing or two ago, had adopted gn amendment to
our present State conslitution for the immediate
emancipation of all the slaves inthe State, 1 am
no longer the owner of a stave, and 1 thank God
for it. Although 1 think this subject might have
been disposed of in a better way, causing less
inconvenicnce to our people, and doing in fact the
sluve no barm, I make no complaintof'the conven-
tion for that act; and although theve is no clause
of compensation, I very gracefully yield to the
public sentiment, and to the action of this distin-
guished body of mien eatled 1o mv State to consider
g welfare, 1 the giviag up of iy sluves widdi-
out complaint shall be a contribution upon my
patt to promote the publiic good, to uphold the
Constitution of the Unile ates, 1o restore peace
and preserve this Union, i 1 Lad owned a thou-
sand slaves they would most checrfully have been
given up. 1 say with all my heart, Lot them go,
but let them not go withouta sensc of feeling and
a proper regard ob my part for the future of them-
selves und their offspring! I say, Let them go,
and lot them enjoy all the privileges consistent
with sound policy and that freedom which has
been vouchsafud to thew! Letthem go; and, sir,
there is no man in this House ovin thisvation who
feels n deeper interest in their comfort, in their
happiness, in theiv elevation than I do,und in the
comfort and welfare of their children and their
childrens’ children in all time to come! I say

again, sir, Let them go, and may the blessing of
God rest upon them !
[Here the hammer fell, the hour having ex-
ired.]
Mr. ASHLEY. Taskthatthegentleman have
leave to continue his remarks.

By unanimous congent the leave was granted.

Mr. ROLLINS, of Missouri. As I have said,
my experience. in relation to this question of sla-
very has been singulavand somewhat diversified,
Why, sir, ] remember that seventeen years ago,
when I was a member of that proud, and honor-
able, and patriotic party, the old Whig party of
the country,and when { wasquite a young man,
my friends placed me in the responsible position
of candidate for the high office of Governor of my
State, and that I found as my competitor upon
that occasion my venerable and honorable friend
who occupies a seaton my left, [Mr. King.] We
traversed our great State from one corner to the
other; we met time and again upon the hustings;
he wasa friend of General Cassand [ wasa Whig,
and the friend of Geveral Taylor; and he must
pardon me upon this occasion—and especially as
we are now together—if 1 bring to view a single
reminiscence. Oune of his arguments, I remem-
ber, was that the elevation ot General Taylor to
the office of President and the election of myself
to the office of Governor would be dangerous to
the institation of slavery! 1, a Kentuckian by
birth, supporting a lurge slaveowner for the Pres-
idency, and myself a slaveowner, combatted that
view as well as | could in opposition to my ven-
erable friend. I am happy, however, to know
that on this occasion we meet, and that hereafter
there is to be no further controversy between him
and 1 upon this-question.

I remecmber also that as late as 1857 when again
ny political friends, regarding me far too highly,
did me the honor of placing their standard once
more in my hands as a candidate for the highest
office in the gift of the people of my State, 1 found
wyself confronted by a gentleman who was born
in New York, able and talented, and never the
owner of a slave, but throughout that entive can-
vass the barden of his ¢ talk” against me wasthat
it would never do to electme, and thatif they did,
in some way or other the institution of slavery
would sufler at my hands In the State of Mis-
souri; and although 1 think te-day that I was le-
cally clected, after the old Democracy had fizured
some &ix or cight weels, the election being over,
they brought out « majority against me of two hun-
dred and thirty !

Butthis is not the whole of my personal expe-
vience upon this subject.  When first 1 had the
honor of being a candidate for a seat upon this
floor-in 1860, I mect as my competitor a very
worthy aud distivguished gendeman who now
oceupies a seat at the other end of the Capitol, a
mun of exalted talent and ability and a high order
of patriotism, who is my personal friend, and
who, L am graiified to sece, fills his place so ably
and gracefully; bat I remember that it was the
same old story with him as with my venerable
friend here [Mr. Kive] and the other gentleman
to whom [ have alluded, that it would not do to
send me here even, because in some way or other
I might be detrimental to the institution of sla-
very in my State. I am happy, however, to say
that that distinguished gentleman and myself will
no louger have any controversy upon that point.

So far as I know, we are together so far as this
amendment is concerned,  We take now pretty
much the same view of this important question,
the only difference being that he has gone far
ahead of me in any view I entertain or action 1
expect to take in the_matter. [t will neverdo,in
the day of civil war and revolution, to be justify-
ing one’s scif for inconsistency. Men change
every day. Read the inaugural address of Pres-
ident Liucoln; read the diplomatic correspond-
ence of the Secretary of State; rcad your own
speeches of two or three years back, and you will
see how changss have taken place. Read my
speeches and you will find me preaching, a short
time ago one doctrine, and now preaching another
doctrine. Iam proud that a man has the right
to change; I am gratified that I am not too obsti-
nate to change; I am glad that additional light
shines upon the darkened intellect to enable us to
change our opinions when we find that we are
wrong, and hope all of us have sufficient regard
for the truth to embrace it when we seeit. Change

is a Jaw of nature. It is written on our physical
organization, on our moral organization, on our
mental constitutions. If there were no right to
change, change morally especially, what, in the
name of God, would bedome of many of the gen-
tlemen on both sides of thizx House? [Laughter.]
There is an old adage which says, * Wise men
sofmetimes change, fools never do.”” Sir,the pe-
culiar friends of slavery have controlled the Gov-
ernment for much the greater part of the time
since its establishment; and but for their own
wickedness and folly might have saved the insti-
tution and had their full share in its management
for many years to come. If they have lost the
political control, all are blameless save them-
selves !

¢ But yesterday, the word of Casar might

Have stood against the world: now lies he there,
And none s0 poor to dn him reverence.”?

Mr. Speaker, I wish to state in a very general
way some other propositions. Let usdispose of
this question now, now. [ have signified that 1
would be willing to dispose of it in another way.
1f Jefferson Davis & Co. would come back to this
Hall to-morrowand say, ** We were wrong; we ask
pardon; welay down our arms; we yet remember
the blessings that we have thrown away; we want
that free Constitution which we have been destroy-
ing; we want tocome back to you;”” forthe sake of
peace, for the sake of running no more risk in re-
gard to thisslave question, I would say “Lietthem
come in,”” and I would go pretty far in making
terms with them; much farther than my friends
from Missouri over there, {Mr. McCrLure and
Mr. Loan.] But we cannot bave our will on
this subject.  The president of the so-called con-
federate States, and those who act with him, are
not going to put themselves in that position. On
the contrary, we have been told by the rebel lead-
ers that if a blank shect of paper were furnished
to them on which to write thetr own terms, they
would not come back. . They have told us that
they started out for separation, and that they
mean to exhaust all the energies and resources of
the country in accomplishing that object. On the
other hand, we started out for the purpose of pre-
serving the Constitution and Union, let that effort
lead us where it might; destroy whoever and what-
ever it might. If we bad the moral, the physical
and the intellectual power to do the work, we
started out for the purpose of putting down this
rebellion, and saving this Union and Government
from destruction. And while I rejoice at any
movement which looks to an honorable peace,
and a restored Government, I am for fighting it
out “on thatline” to-day. N&tuntilevery germ
of patriotism shall have withered and rotted in
the public heart; not until the public sense of the
nation is that the thing cannot be accomplished,
am 1 for abating one jot or tittle of the efforts of
the nation to subvert the rebellion, restore the
supremacy of the Constitution, and preserve the
Union of these States, and republican liberty on
this continent throughout all time to come.

My, Speaker, the American sentiment is de-
cidedly anti-slavery; and that is another consid-
eration why I am willing to vote for this amend-
ment.  We never can have an enfire peace in this
country as long as the institution of slavery re-
maing as one of the recognized institutions of the
country. It occurs to me that the surest way to
obtain peace is to dispose of the institution now
From whatever cause, whether it be from north-
ern mtermeddling-—if you so callit; and there hus
been far too much of this—or from southern ar-
rogance and dictation and agitation, whether from
the one cause or the other, or both, slavery will
always be a disturbing element ! There will be no
peace, there will be no perfeet Union in this coun-
try until some way or other we shall have dis-
posed of it.  You cannot get over morul convies
tions. And so long as the General Government
is connected with slavery or associated with it in
any way, the great tide of emigration that will
flow into the South, carrying new ideas of human
rights, this institution will be a distarhing ele-
ment, and we will have continued agitation until,
in some way or other, this question is disposed
of. I have therefore brought myself up to the
point. We may as well unsheathe the sword and
cut the Gordian knot!

I said, Mr. Spealter, that the American public
sentiment is anti-slavery. I say now, from my

own experience that the public sentiment of the
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southern people is anti-slavery. And I assert a
proposition which may startle some gentlemen,
but which { believe in my beart to be true, that
to-day the State of South Carolina is anti-sla-
very. 1 take South Carolina as an example, be-
cause sheis the most *“ wayward’” of all the ¢ sis-
ters,’’ because she has been hitherto always wrong
and never right, and especially on this question.
1 take her because there this institution has left
its deepest and keenest impress. I believe in re-
gard to the people of that State, that if this ques-
tion of slavery, in all its bearings, and in all its
phases, could be thoroughly discussed and pre-
sented in an intelligent and patriotic way; send-
ing my honorable friend from Maryland [Mr. H.
‘W. Davis] with his giftof argumentand eloquence
to combat the proudest intellects of that State—I
believe, as God is my judge, that after twelve
months’, or even six months’discussion, the ma-
Jjority of the people of South Carolina would vote
to rid themselves of this institution of slavery.
And as in South Carolina so would it be in other
States.

And how do T arrive at this conclusion? 1
ook atthe histovy of events in my own State of
Missouri. Four years ago, a man who now has
gone to

“’I'he nndiscovered country, from whose bourne
No traveler returns,”

the late treasonable governor of that State, Jack-
son, was elected by an overwhelming majority
upon this very question, and almost upon this
question alone, [Four years have expired; four
years of rebellion, four years of eivil war; four
yearsof ruin and desolation and blood and misery.
All these things have occurred, and the people be-
lieve, whether correctly or not, that they ave all
in sone way or another connected with this in-
stitution of slavery. Aund what has been the re-
swit? - ‘The other day a gentleman, for whom 1
did not vote, but who has my highest respect,
and in whaose patriotism { have every confidence;
one whoy | trust, will be equal to the great oceasion
before himy; a radical man, far morve radical than
Lam or expect to be, radical in all his theories
growing out of this disturbing question before us;
was clected governor of that State by the votes
of a larger majority than that which was cast four
years ago fer Claiborne F. Jogkson.  What does
that prove? I believe that, to some extent, there
may have been some intimidation, some military
interference.  But I tell you that my conviction
is that this change has resalted from the deliberate
and carnest conviction of the honest masses of the
people of that State, slaveowners and non-slave-
owners, that the institution of slavery is wrong,
that it has been to some extent the cause of all
our trials, and that they are in favor of disposing
of it as early as practicable. '

The State convention of Missouri assembled
the other day to revise the State constitution.
Almost two yearsago an ordinance of emancipa-
tion had been adopted, allowing the institution to
stand until the 4th of July, 1870, Yetthe people
of Missouri were not content with that.  They
mcet in convention three days ago, and almost the
very fiest act of that convention, alter crganizing,
was, by a vote of 60 to 4, if the telegraph is cor-
rect, to wipe out the institution of African slavery
from the soil of Missouri.

It is an old adage that ¢ he is a fool who learns
nothing from experience, but he is the greatest
of fools who will not profit by kis own experience.”’
1 bave learned a little; not much; but T am pro-
gressing. I never expect, perhaps I am not wise
enough, or perbaps | am too timid or too slow;
L do not expect to get quite up to the standard of
my venerable friend from Pennsylvania [Mr.
Strvens] ormy eloquent friend from Maryland,
{Mr. H. W. Davis.] But [ willendeavor to keep
pace with my own couvicliors, having in view
always the restoration of the Unlon, the preserva-
tion of the Constitution and of republican liberty
under free institutions upon the American conti-
nent. Sir, I have a firm conviction that there is
such a thing as the *‘logic of events.”’ .

May I say a word or two to my friends from
Kentucky? My lie-tong friend who sits on my
lefi, who addressed the House the other day, [Mr.
Cray,] in the remarks that I understoed "him to
make, spoke of the slaves in Kentucky being
worth $150,000,000 before the rebellion, and per-
haps as much now. Sir, put upon the block to-
day, what would all the slaves in North America

now sell for? Does he expect, after all to which
{ have referved, after what he has seen, does the
gentleman expect that the institution of slavery is
to remain anywhere safe for any length of time?
If he does, if my other friends from Kentucky
expect that, Fhaveonly to say that upon that one
question | am wiser than they, I have passed
through this sea of troubles. Thank God, 1
breathe freer and easier to-day in consequence of
having got through it, and 1 tell them now, that
without some obstacle in the constitution of the
State of Kentucky, w less than two years from
the day that I am making these poor remarks’in
the American Congress, Kentucky will be a free
State without any regard to the views gentlemen
may express here on this side of this Hall.

And, sir, if ever a set of people made a mistake
on earth, it was the men of Kentucky, by whom
I was somewhat governed myself, when, three
years ago,they rejected the offer of the President
of the United States, who, wiser than we were,
seeing the difficultics before us, but seeing the
bow of promise setin thesky, and knowing what
was to come, proposed tous to sweep the institu-
tion of slavery from the border States, offering
the assistance of the United States to aid in com-
pensating the loyal men of those States for their
losses in labor and property. I say that the un-
wisest of all acts, so far as the border States were
concerped, was the rejection of this liberal offer
on the part of the Executive of the United States.
1 voted for the propositionat first;and then most
unwisely changed my ground, showing the ver-
satility of the man, and would perhaps, if it had
come toa final vote, have opposed it, because my
constituents were likely to be offended by the pas-
sage of such a law. They are now convinced,
when their slaves are gone and their pockets are
empty, that 1 was right in the first place, and
they were wrong. 1 have read, in the papers of
this morning, that the Legisiature of Kentucky,

after electing that distinguished and able man,

James Guthrie, to the Senate ot the United States,
have passed a resolution in favor of emancipa-
tion, < wilh the consent of the owners, und withcom-
pensation.”’

Buat where is compensation to come from? I
have a right to feel something on this subject, for
I am called upon to ask myself where is compen-
sation to come from? Not out of the coffers of
the national Treasury. Why, the Government
will not even pay for the gallant soldiers which 1
and others have furnished for its Army, althouzh
the law, as I understand, expressly provides for
compensation to loyal owner Wiile 1 have
furnished ten soldiers, brave soldiers, (1hope they
are doing good service for the cause,) I have
never asked for any compensation. 1 do not
urge my claim for compensation; but whey Uncle
Satn comes along | will consider whether to take’
it ornot. I will ask my friend from Kentucky,
[Me. Cray,] I will not call him ““my venerable
fricnd,” because he and | sat on the same bench
at school when we were boys together—does he
think that the people of Kentueky will ever vote
to tax themselves to pay him and others for their
slaves? Does he not know that the day for com-
pensation is past? Will he have the men of
Kentucky gothroughall the trouble and anxiety
which | have passed through, simply to preserve
that which canuot, in the nature of things, be
preserved butafew short years longer? [ would
do my full duty toward my old Siate; but how
clse can I do it than by giving her noble and pa-
triotic men the benefit of my own experience? |
think that the best way to aid and succor my
proud old mother is to adopt this amendment.

“If it were done, when ’tis done, then ‘twere well

It were done quickly.”?

Sir, she and her people rank in my aflections
next to my own proud adopted Commonwealth.
There is not a State in this Union, nor any peo-
ple of the Union, for whom 1 would malke greater
sacrifices than I would for the State of Kentucky.
Especially do I sympatbize with my friend to
whom | have referved, because he and [ were edu-
cated in the same social and political school, and
have in many respects kindred sympathies. 1
have the highest confidence in his loyalty, in his
honor, and in his pauriotism, however much we
may differ onsome questions. 1 wish that [ could
aid him and men similarly situated. But I can-
not. This isnot because of any hostility to Ken-
tucky, or any hostility to the institution of sla-

very. It is because I am- compelled to act ‘thus
in view of the great results which,in my opinion;
are to spring from the adoption of this ‘amend~
ment. [ shall vote for it in order to help the old
State of Kentucky, to help the South, bat above
all to help all the States of the Union in arrivin
at a final adjustment of the terrible agitation an
conflict now prevailing. -

M. Speaker, I regret that the action of curan-
cestors in reference to slavery inflicted this evil
upon us. And when I speak of our ancestors; I
mean those of Plymouth rockandthoseof Jameés
river. And while in this Housé and inthe other
end of this Capitol, I have heard attacks on the
pilgrim fathers, and while 1 saw lately a disrep=
utable statement concerning the early settlers of
Virginia, yet I have no sympathy with the spirit
which prompts such efforts. Doubtless there
were bad men as well as honest and good men
among the original settlers of both the northern
and the southern sections of our country. Through
the promptings of cupidity and avarice, slavery
was first established in this counury. Could our
ancestors who countenanced this institution inits
establishment witness the scenes of the present
time, they would doubtless feel that they com-
mitted an unpardonable sin,  And for this sin the
North and the South are equally responsible.
The people of both sections were engaged in this
infamous waflic, and we are this day gathering
the fruits of their iniquity. And it is thus that

¢ Lven-handed justice
Commends the ingredients of our poisoned chalice
T'o our own lips ;>
or, as the same great master expresses it—
“That we but teach
Bloody {nstructions, which, being taught, return
‘L'o plague the inventor.”?

The gentleman from New York [Mr. Fer-
NANDo Woop] said the otherday that slavery was
a blessing to the slave. Ladmitthatit has turned
outto beso, yet by accident alone. The Africans
were brought from theiv native wilds in violation
of every law of God and bumanity; but when I
compare the present condition of the negro in this
country with his situation in hisnative land, [ am
compelled to admit thatthe institution of slavery
bas had a beneficial influence upon his moral, in-
tellectual, and physical condition. I think that the
negro of the United States is a higher order of hu-
manity than the barbarian of Africa. Thus out
of a great wrang has resulted a great good-—the
elevation and advancement of this large and un-
fortunate cluss, 'Lheconsoling reflection will ever
be, that this downtrodden race,torn by violence
from their native country for the sake ot gain, after
passing for centuries through a weary pilgrimage
of bondage, are at last admitted into the temple of
freedom, with a fair prospect of enjoying all the
blessings which educution, true religion, and civ-
itization confers upon man; and through them it
may be at last that these blessings may be sent
back to Africa, and thatcontinentover which the
dark cloud of ignorance and superstition has so
long hovered, be iflamined by the same bright sun
which has thrown its cffulgent rays over other
portions of the habitable globe.  And in all this,
through the eye of fuith, we may discern the haud
of an all-wise and inscrutable Providence; for
there is a

‘¢ Divinity that shapes our ends
Rough-hew them how we will.”?

Mr. Speaker, when the framers of the Ameri-
can Constitution in 1787 formed that instrument
they committed a great mistake in not disposing
finally and forever of the institution of slavery.
1f the venerable man whose ‘‘counterfeit pre-
sentment’’ [pointing to the portrait of Washing-
ton] stands before us upon the walls of this Rep-
resentative Chamber could come from the sacred
spot of Mount Vernon, which holds his ashes,
and the question was put to him ** Would you
as President of that Counvention, and the noble
uen who composed that body, now dispose grad-
vally and directly of the institution of slavery upon
this continent?’’ is there a man who hears my
voice who would doubt what would be the answer
of the Father of his country ? {t was not because
they were not anti-slavery, but because they were
afraid to deal with it. They had other delicate
and important questions to deal with which pre-
vented them from disposing of the institution of
slavery. They were planting deeply upon this
continent the foundations of a temple which was
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to Jast forever; a temple of liberty which was to
shield not only themselves but their posterity, and
that men in all time to come should take refuge
there. And they did not wish,as T have said [ did
not wish, to endanger that structure, to do any-
thing that wouid causeit to totter and fall, They
did not wish 10 fail in the grand object that they
‘had in view. Hence they let the minor subject of
slavery go over to other times and other men. It
" has therefore now come down to us. Mr.Speaker,
I look ahead into our history for fifty years to
came, and I ask the question, suppose the insti-
tution of slavery is to remain interwoven in our
mechanism of government, and our country is
again on account of it to pass through the bloody
trials which now coverour land in mourning and
in sorrow, and have piled upon us a debt which
will tax the energies and wring the sinews of our
posterity to pay; suppose you, sir, that our chil-
dren will not censure and charge upon us as a
mistake that we did not during the revolution of
these times wipe out forever this disturbing and
dangerous element in our political system?

I again, Mr. Speaker, vefer to the State of Ken-
tucky. She wasadmitted into the Union in 1799.
She 1s the oldest daughter in the family of States.
She was the first that was admitted after the adop-
tion of the Federal Constitution. The great men
of Kentucky of that day, proud and vencrable
names, advocated the propriety of a system of
gradual emancipation.  'Will my friend from the
R{[aysvillc district, [Mr. Wapsworru,] will my
friend fromthe Louisvilledistriet,[Mr.Mactrory,]
will any of my friends who oppose this amend-
went declare it would not have been a great boon
if the original constitution of Kentucky had dis-
posed of slavery forever? Will my very exeel-

lent friend {Mr. Cray] say that it would not |

have been better for his distingaished and vener-
able father, who wasamember of the convention
which framed the first constitution of Kentucky,
would it not have been better for his immediate
ancestors, to have met firmly the question at that
day, and thusrelicved the State from slavery, and
the people of that noble Commbnwealth of the
terrible sorrows which have since fallen upon
them?

I come now to speal a word in reference to my
own State of Missouri,  She cameinto the Union
as it were in the midst of v vevolution,  For the
purpose only of having o fow thousand slaves
there the whole continent shook with the agita-
tion of this Missouri question. We were fight-
iog for the privilege of holding a fow slaves in
bondage 1o that great State, We forgot the para-
mount good in this miserable stru@ele. Does my
friend {[Mr. Flare] from the district adjoining the
one thut [ represent, does any wman wpon this
floor, tell me that it would not have been better
for Missourt at once in 1820 to have passed an
ordinance for the gradunl or immediate emancipa-
tion of her slaves, driving the institution beyond
her boundaries? 1 there Is such o man he is not
as enlightened on the subject to-day as I am; he
has not leavned ag mueh as L have done.

hy, sir, what is Missouri to-day, and what
would she have been if there bad beeun incorpo-
rated at that time with her organic law an ordi-
nance declaring the institution of slavery forever
abelished within her limits?  We would bave
been as Ohlo and Hinoig and Jowa. Wewould
have been rid of this curse which is ever reap-
pearing, the curse of slavery, this raw head and
bloody bones, and we would have been clear of
satl ofthese troubles. We would bave had no bands
of guerrillas watering the soil of our State with
the blood of our peaceful citizens. We would
have had no armed bodies of men stationed 1 all
our borders to keep the peace. Look at Hlinois
just across the father of waters.  She come into
the Union in 1818, two years before Missouri,
and with less population, fewer mineral resources,
not so many rivers nor better facilities for com-
merce, yet she has four thousand miles of rail-
road while Missouri has only twelve huadred.
Illinois has 4 prosperous, happy, and peaceful
population of two million, while we have only
half this number, and our people are leaving
in every direction seeking homes in the Territo-
ries, in the distant mountains, in South America,
in Mexico, in Iilinois, flying away from the hor-
rible specter of thig infernal rebellion. Why is
this? I know of but one real, sabstantial, spe-
cific reagon, and that ig that the framers of the

Missouri constitution allowed slavery to rerain,
while Illinols was made forever free by the Ordi-
nance of 1787, penned by Thomas Jefferson, a
son of Virginia, and by which Virginia ceded an
empire within itself (the Northwest Territory)to
the United States.

I have been looking up for light from above,.

and I begin to see it streaking along the horizon,
however it may be with other gentlemen in this
Hall.

A word or two more and I will relieve the at-
tention of the FHlouse. If this were a time of pro-
found peace, and this amendment was proposed,
I would not vote for it, and on the score of expe-
diency. Why? Because if we had remained in
a state of profound peace, the very proposal to
subrnit this amendment to the States would have
disturbed the public tranquillity, and therefore I
wouldlet it alone. But now [vote for it in order
to restore the public tranquillity, believing that
this rebellion having been set on foot, and eivil
war raging in the country, you cannot have en-
tire tranquillity without a removal of the cause of
the distarbance. Now, one gentleman intimated
yesterday that if we pass this amendment it will
induce emancipation on the part of the southern
States themselves.  But Lask him are they likely
to be governed by any disposition we may make
of this question in this House? Notatall. When-
ever they are pressed to the wall, whenever our
armies shall have planted our standard in every
one of their States, when their principal cities
shall have been taken, when they are ¢ in articulo
mortis,”” it may be, as a dernier ressort, that they
may swrike the shackles from the limbs of the
slaves they now hold. But they will never be gov-
erned by any action we may take upon this or any
other question. Never. Whenever they find 1t
for their interest to do it, they will do it, and not
before.

One other remark. Missouri has in advance
adopted this amendment. . Now, allow me, al-
though notmuch given to prophecy, being neither
a prophet nor the son of a prophet, to male one
other prediction upon this Hoor to-day. Itis this:
if this constitutional amendment be adopted by
this Ilouse, or whether 1t be adopted by this
House or not,it will be adopted by the Congress
which is immediately tosucceed this, in less than
ninety days from the time of our adjournment; it
will become the prevailing sentiment, and will be
adopted not alone by the North, but by every
southern State. Ido not doubt it. How? By the
masses of the people, as the masses of the people
of Missouri have adopted it there. Hlow? When
the poor and humble farmers and mechanics of
the States of Alabama and Mississippi shall have
left the bloody trials in which they are now en-
eaged to tear down this temple of human liberty;
when they will return perhaps to their desolated
homes; when they shall look once more upon
and hug to their bosoms the wives and children
whom they love, in poverty and in rags; when
they will go, perhaps without an arm, or without
an eye,or without a leg, and in poverty to those
who are dependent upon them for support in life,
taught by experience, as I have been taught by
experience, they will ask the questida of them-
selves, Why allthis? Whathave we been fighting
for?”’ They will bring to mind the sweet memo-
vies of other days. They willremember the peace-
ful and happy home that they were induced to
leave and which they enjoyed under the benign
influences of wholesome and liberal Jaws passed
here, and uiey will inquire,* By what sophistry,
by what appeal, by what force, by what madden-
ing influence is it that we have been indueed to
enter into this terrible rebellion? Not to promots
any interest of wife and children, but to destroy
all the blessings vouchsafed to usand to them by
a free Governnient and equitable laws;” and they
will further ask, ¢ Who has been the author of
my nisfortunes, and the ruin of my family, my
all#’  Bir, they will point to those who hold the
power at Richmond; they will direct their venge-
ance against them; and Davis and his traitorous
crew, as I have said upon a former ocension, will,
like Acton of old, be in the cnd destroyed by
their own friends.

i do not doubt this at all. The masses of the
people of the South have no special interest in, nor
sympathy with, the institation of slavery. They
never had,  The comparative number of slave-
liolders is smiall, and whenever you begin to drive

in the wedge and exemplify the dividing line be~
tween those whose moral convictions say that sla-
very is right, and who are, as a property interest,
identified and associated with it, and that great
volume of humanity who, upon the other'side of
the question, deny the moral right of slavery and
have no interest whatever init, Itell you the result
will be nine to one against theinstitution.  Andit
is in this way that in Georgia, in Arkansas, and
in South Cavolina, even, at last, the very amepd—
ment we propose to adopt here to-day will veceive
the sanction of the good judgment of the people
of those States. I judge from what I have seen
in my own State; 1 judge from the fact thatonly
a few years ago men who owned no slaves, but,
controlled by that power, were nearly crazy upon
the subject for fear I would do something to set
my own slaves free!  And now they are cqnally
offended with me because I happen to be found in
the unfortunate category of being the owner of
slaves! Southern publicsentiment,northern pub-
lic sentiment, American public sentiment, and, I
may add, the sentiment of the civilized world, now,
as {rom the beginning, from the very day of the
adoption and ratification of the Constitution, ig
against the humanity, the Christianity, and the
expediency of the longer continuance of the insti-
tution of slavery among us. What has Great
Britain done? What has France done? What
has Russia done? Everywhere, even in the des-
potic Governments of the Old World, we find
them getting rid of and abolishing the institution
of slavery. And shall free America lag in a con-
test, and hesitate now, when the question is t}mt
of liberty, and when it may be reached according

"to all the forms of law under our Constitution?

Sir—

¢ There is a tide in the affairs of men,

Whicly, taken at the flood, ieads on to fortune 3
Omitted, all the voyage of their life )
Is hound in shallows, and in miseries.”

And this is equally true of nations.

Now, Mr. Speaker, one more reflection and I
am done. Gentlemen seem to think that the adop-
tion of this amendment is going to lead to some
other and dangerous measures. Sir, [relyupon
the conservative balance-wheel of my friend from
Vermont [Mr. MorriLrL] and others like him to
keep his party frignds from going too far. My
friend from the Louisville district [ Mr. Marnory]
tells us that when a movement is once started it
is difficult to stop it. I domnot anticipate the evils
which some gentlemen upon this side of the House
seem to fear. Irely upon the good sense and sound
judgment of the people of all the States. 1believe,
as much as I believe anything, that the permanent
and continued existence of our free institutions is
dependent upon the preservation of that beautiful
harmony which exists between the powers of the
States and of the General Government, I want
to see no intrenchment further than is absolut)y
necessary to preserve the whole machine, eitler
by the General Government upon the rightful,
constitutional powers of the States, or upon the
part of the States on the rightful points of con-
stitutional power to the General Government.
Not oanly the harmony and benaty, but the very
strength of our political system consists in the
prescrvation of both; and I do not belicve, al-
though it is frequently ascribed to gentlemenupon
the other side of the Flouse, that it js their pur-
pose to use these vast centralized powers of agreat
consolidated Government with a view of oppress-
ing the pcopleof any one of the States. Any op-
pression which the people of theSouth now undergo
is the effect of their own false teaching and coan~
duet; and whether that oppression shail continue,
whether their country shall be still further deso-
lated, whether their towns and cities shall be still
further sacked and burned, whether their property
shall be still further taken, depends, not upon us,
not upon the General Government, but it depends
upon the people of the southern States themselves. 1
would rely ever on theliberality, the sound judg-
ment, and the good faith of my friend from Ohio,
{Mr. Asaiey.] Let these men who have rebelled
without cause and without excuse come back and
rely upon him and the gentleman from Vermont
to do them full and ample justice, and to treat
them liberally and in the spirit of broad and gen-
eral philanthropy.

One word more (for the field still opens) to my
Democratic friends. 1 have the good or the bad
fortune ol being vather in the middle of the Llowe,
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and net exactly identified in my theories with
anybody. I have been a party by myself prett%r
much all the time I have been here; but, thank
God! 1 have the good opinion of myself to believe
that 1 have beena patriot all the time, that I have
had my eye upon the main question, and that I
have been working to the great point of saving
my country and its free institutions from wreck.
As to partisan considerations, does any man ever
expect to make anything further politically out of
the slavery question? Sir, 1 have heard hardly
an argument upon this side of the House which
has not contained this remarkable expression,
¢ while, Mr. Speaker, I am not an apologist for the
imstitution of slavery;’’ and if I were to take a vote
to-day on this side of the House, with the excep-
tion of half a dozen, headed by the honorable
gentleman from New York, {Mr. Fernaxpo
Woop,] I believe that every one of you would
indorse the general anti-slavery remarks which
1 buve made here to-day. I believe that the very
cloguent and distinguished gentleman from the
Cincinnati district, [Mr. PenpLeron,] for whose
personal character I have the highest respect, and
also for his patriotism and his loyalty, is against
the institution of slavery; he would not plant it
in my State if it was not there; he would not plant
it in Ohio; he would not plant it on this conti-
nent; he does not regard it as an institution just
in itself and productive of good results; and 1
believe that is the opinion of nine tenths of the
gentlemen upon this side of the House.

‘Why not, then, leave the matter to the good
seuse and patriotism of the American people—
the people of all the States? Why not cut this
Gordian knot? Why notdispose at once of this
distracting question? We never can have tran-
quillity and peace so long asit remains in the form
in which it now exists.

[Here the hammer fell, another hour having
expired.]

Mrv. ASHLIEY. 1 ask that the time of the
gentleman from Missouri be still further extended.

There was no objection.

Mr. ROLLINS, of Missouri. Mr. Spealker, [
have but one other thought to cxpress, and [
pledge the Fouse that 1 will then conclude these
remarks, not, however, without thanking every-
body here for the great and unusual courtesy
which has been extended to me, as well as for the
attentive hearing which I have received alike from
the House and from these erowded galleries. Mo,
Speaker, if we can getthrough this rebellion com-
pletely and satisfactorily, if we can steer safely
between Charybdis on the one side and Scylla
on the other of the passage through which we
are now steering, if we survive the storm and
strife, if we can march safely through the dark
and dreary wilderness of rebellion and civil war,
and if we can come out of it with the American
Union as formed by Washington and his com-
patriots, if we can comeout of it with our tree and
matchless Constitution maintained substantially
in all its parts, if we can come out of it and still
boast of our American nationality, if we can come
out of it with the further boast that though we
have passed through those trials we have not only
saved our Constitution and Union, but we have
caused the sun of freedom to shine on an addi-
tional four million of human beings, and if the
old ship can once more be righted and sets&il on
calmer seas, smooth and tranqguil, where is the
man who feels a just pride of country and who
canpot bring himself up to the standard of real-
izing the great influence which the American
Republic, with freer iostitutions and a broader
Chiristian civilization, shall exert on downtrodden
humanity in every land and beyond every sea?
Ay, sir, let ours be the chosen tand, let ours be
the land where the weary wanderer shall dirvect
his footsteps, and where he can enjoy the bless-
ings of peace and of freedom. Let ours bo the
“hright particular star’ next to the star that led
the shepherds to Bethiehom, whicl shall fead the
downtrodden and oppressed of all the world inso
a harbor of peace, sceurity, and happiness.  And
let us, kneeling around the altay, all thank God
that although we have had our trials, we have
saved our country; that although we have Leen
guilty of sins we have wiped them out, and that
we at length stand up a great and powerful v
ple, honored by all the earth, ¢ redecmed, reg
erated, and disinthralled by the genius of wiij

versal emancipation.” {Loud applause on the
floor and in the galleries, which was checked by
the Speaker.]

Mp GARFTIRT D M Snoaker we shallnaver

end here

aster, and Satan is immortal. [ts marvelous te-
nacity of existence has outlived the expectations
of its friends and the hopes of its enemies. It has
been declaved here and elsewhere to be in all the
several stages of mortality, wounded, moribund,
dead. *The question was raised by my colleague
{Mr. Cox] yesterday, whether it was indeed dead,
or in atroubled sleep. I know of no betterillustra-
tion of its condition than is found in Sallust’s ad-
mirable history of the great conspirator, Catiline,
who, when his final battle was fought and lost,
his army broken and scattered, was found far in
advance of his own troops, lying among the dead
encmics of Rome, yet breathing a little, but ex-
hibiting in his countenance all that ferocity of
spitit wlhich had characterized his life. Se, sir,
this body of slavery lies before us among the dead
enemies of the Republic, mortally wounded, im-
potent in its fiendish wickedness, but with its old
ferocity in its looks, bearing the unmistakable
marks of its infernal origin,

Who does not remember that thirty years ago,
a short period in the life of a nation, but little
could be said with impunity in these Halls on the
subject of slavery ? Flow well do gentlemen here
remember the history of that distmguished pre~
decessor of mine, Joshua R. Giddings, lately gone
to his rest, who with his forlorn hope of faithful
men took his life in his hands, and in the name
of justice protested against the great crime, and
who stood bravely in his place until his white
locks, like the plume of Henry of Navarre,
marked where the battle for freedom raged fiercest.
We can hardly realize that this i3 the same peo-
ple, and these the same Halls, where now scarcely
a man ean be found who will venture to domore
than falter out anapology forslavery, protesting
at the same time thathe has nolove for the dying
tyvant. None, I believe, but that man of more
than supernal boldness from thecity of New York
[Mr. Fernanpo Woop] has ventured this session
to raise his voice in favor of slavery for its own
sake. Ile still sees in its features the reflection
of divinity and beauty,and only he. ¢ How art
thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the
morning! How art thou ent down to the ground,

which didst weaken the nations !’ Many mighty

men have been slain by thee; many proud ones
have humbled themselves at thy fect! All along
the coast of the political sea they lie like stranded
wrecks, broken on the headlands of freedom.
How lately did its advocates with impious bold-
ness maintain it as God’s own, to be venerated
and cherished as divine. It was another and
higher form of civilization. It was the holy
evangel of Amecrica dispensing its blessings to a
benighted race, destined to bear its blessings to
the wilderness of the West. In its mad arrogance
it lifted its hand to strike down the fabric of the
Union, and since that fatal day it has been a ¢ fu-
gitive and a vagabond upon the earth;” like the
spirit that Jesus cast out it has since then been
“seeking rest and finding none.”” It has sought
in all the corners of the Republie to find some hid-
ing-place in which to shelter itself from the death it
has so richiy earned. It sought an asylum in the
untrodden Territories of the West, but, with a
whip of scorpions, indignant freedom drove it
thence. I do not belicve a loyal man can now be
found who would consent that it should again
enter them. It has no hope of harbor there. It
foand no protection or favor in the hearts or con-
sciences of the freemen of the Republic, and has
fled for its last hope of safety to the shield of the
Constitation. We propose to foliow 1t there, and
hurl it as Satan was exiled from heaven. But
now in the hour of its mortal agony it has found
a defender.

My gallant colleague, [Mr. PexpreToN,] forl
recoguize him as a gallant and able man, plants
himself at the door of his darling, and bids de-
fiance to all assailants., Fe has followed sla-

L very in its flight, until at Iast he has reached the

greattemple where lberty is enshrined—the Con-
stitation of the United States—and there, in that
Lust retreat, no hand shall strike it. It reminds
me of that celebrated passage in the great Latin

poet,in whichthe serpentsofthe Ioniansea, when
they had destroyed Laocoon and his sonssfled to
the heights of the Trojan-citadel and-cotled-their
slimy lengths around the feet-of the tutelar god-
dess, and were covered by the orb of! hor shields
So,under the guidance of my colleague [ Mr. Pey~
pLETON] slavery has found its way upward and
upward, until it has reached the high citadel of
American nationalty,and coiled itselfy as he:be-
lieves, securely around :the feet of the statue of
justice and under the shield of the Conatitution
of the United States. We desire to follow it even
there and kill it beside the very altar of liberty.
Its blood can never make atonement forits crimes.

But the gentleman hasgone further. : He isnot
content that the snaky sorceress shall be merely
under the protection of the Conpstitution. - In his
hands, by a strange metamorphosis, slavery be-
comes an invisible essence and takes up its abode
in the very grain and fiber of the Constitation,
and when we go to strike it he says, 1 eannot
point out any express form that prohibits you
from striking slavery; but I find it in the intent
and meaning of the Constitution. 1 go into the
very grain of the Constitution, under the surface,
out of sight, into the very spirit and genius of it,
and in that invisible domain slavery is enshrined,
and there is no power in the Republic to drive it
thence.” In order that I may do no injustice to
my friend, I will read from his speech of yester-
day the passage to which I have referred:

“My cotleague from the Toledo district, fu thé speech
which he made the other day, told us with reference to this
oint:
P “‘tIf 1 vead the Constitution aright and understand the
foree of language, the section which I have just quoted is

to-day free trom all fimitations and conditions save 1wo,’

one of which provides that the suffrage of the several States
in the Scnate shall be equal, and that no State shall lose
this equality by any amendment of the Constitution with-
out its consent; tlie other relates to taxation. These are
the only conditions aud limitations.?

«J deny it. I assert that there is another limitation
stronger even than the Jetter of the Constitution; and that
is to be found in its intent and its spirit and its foundation
idea. I put the question which has been put before in this
debate, can three fourths of the States constitutionaliy
change this Government, and make it an autocracy ? - Itis
not prohibited by the letter of the Constitution.”

* x % * * * * * * *

¢ Jt does not come within the two classes of limitations
and conditious asserted by my colleague. Why is it that
thischange cannotbe made? T will tell you why. Trisbe-
causc republicanism lies at the very foundation of our sys-
tem of government, and to overthrow that idea is not to
pamend, but to subvert the Constitution ofthe United States ;
and 1 say that if three fourths of the States should under-
take to pass an amendment of that kind, and Rhode Isiand
alone dissented, she would have the right to resist by force.
It would be her duty to resist by force; and her cause
would be sacred In the eyes of just men, and sanctified in
the eyes of a just God.”’

He goes behind the words and phrases of the
Constitution and finds a refuge for slavery in itd
intent; and he says that with that intent we have
no rightto deal in'the way of amendment, He has
gone even beyond thatsublimeidea of protection,
and has announced a discovery to which 1 am
sure no other statesman ever laid claim, and can
be no more reached by the power of law than
Satan by the sword of Michael. He finds the
highest warrant, the completestimmunity, for sla-
very, not only behind the Constitution, but even
behind the governments of the States themselves.
For he says, in answer to a question from my
friend from lowa, [Mr. WiLson:]

« 1 will not be drawn now intoa discussion with the gen-
tleman as to the origin of slavery, nor to the law which
lies behind the Constitution of the United States, aud be-
hind the government of the States, by which these people
are held in slavery.”?

I say that the gentleman has gone even deeper
than the spirit of the Constitution. Not finding
anything in the words and phrases of the,Con-
stitution to forbid an amendment abolishing sla-
very he goes behind the Constitution of the Uni-
ted States and behind all constitutions, and refers
to some law that overshadows States, nations,
and constitutions and forms, as space envelops
the universc,and, far away in the eternal equities,
he finds what he believes to be the law by which
one man can hold another in slavery. Surely
human ingenuity has never gone further to shield
a malefactor.

Let me for a few moments call the attention of

the House to what seems to me to be the origin:

of the gentleman’s argument. He has givgn us
what { believe to be the key to his legal opiniong
in the four words which thegenteman from Rhode
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