This reading consists of three letters. The first is from John Carroll, the first Bishop of the
Catholic Church in the United States, to James Madison, then Secretary of State in the Jefferson

administration. The second and third letters are Madison’s reply to Carroll, one of which is an
unofficial reply.

Carroll’s letter is dated November 17, 1806. Madison’s letters are dated November 20, 1806.

From Peter Guilday, The Life and Times of John Carroll {Westminster, Maryland: The Newman
Press, 1954).



S and neglect of duty were notorious, and who would inany N

L *.died in the midst of these troubles (August 22, 1806), and i}

- episcopal character, were to be granted. He was urged :

wom. | The Life and: Times-of Tohn .Q.&.“ﬁc&, L

Walsh wrote to Rome a long letter (April 12, 1805) informing
the m..o_w See of the insubordination of one of .the ﬁm@ﬁnr_u
Father Anthony Sedella, parish-priest of New Orleans, who h:
defied ‘Walsh’s authority.’® Father Walsh withdrew the : C;
.w:nmmz.m faculties and placed the parish church under a quas
interdict. A schism ensued, in which Sedella was :wr,o_m..v
004959._ Claiborne who “lent the whole influence of _..mm..uOmEon
to break down the discipline of the Catholic Church and Eﬁaﬁun
in the Cathedral of New Orleans a man whose immoral charact

_ England village have been consigned to jail”**  Father W

diocese was left without anyone to regulate it, until Dr. Carroll
u.mnnn‘ Eucu Propaganda’s letter of mmﬁoa_uﬂ.. 20, H..mom.”.,.msa
. -assumed jurisdiction?  Dr. Carroll was. permitted to. appoi
" an administrator to whom all powers, except those -fequiri

- extinguish as quickly as possible the flames of the mnEmE
that all scandal might be removed from the diocese. The mo:.o.é
ing day, September 21, 1805, Propaganda wrote to m.nnrmn.éw_m.
H&.mnm him that his powers as vicar-general had ceased an
that faculties for the governance of the diocese wma .oanﬁ ‘co!
ferred upon Dr, Carroll, to whom he would henceforth ,uo muc ect
Father Walsh probably received this letter before his  déat
With the two administrators appointed by Bishop wmmm.?

B Ibid., Congregazioni particolari, vol. 145, ff.. 95-96. .
bl , op. cit., vol. §, p. 590. . Lo
n WN”MS ..ﬂuouns died muw April, 1804, and on March 27, umom..ﬂu...wn.n ‘Wi
published & Pastoral (Baltimore Cathedral Archives, Casé 11B-Ca) “.Gw_._.u.n upon
recognize. his own -spiritual authority. On April 12, 805, Castillon, president
the trustees of New Orleans, wrote to Carroll stating that they ﬂ.n?man 1o 2
Walsh’s authority, on the score that it ceased with the transfer of “wn.mro.v Pefial
© Cardenas to the See of Guatemala in 18or (Boltimore ﬁn«?«&.ﬁ.m A..m.._.ﬂmmh. Onmn.‘
Castillon wrote again on July x5, 1805, supporting Sedella in his .m.m.nvonﬁnw.ﬂ.
The news of Father Walsh’s death reached Carroll by a _mn».nw.mnoi H.uEm Kerr, n_n»%
New Orléans, August 29, 1306 (Baltimore Cathedral .h..n?enﬁ .Oumn 1B-L6; . :
in the Records, vol. xx, pp. 280-281). “Understanding n._«wn".wos w._..onrwunﬂ— witl
some superintendence over the ecclesiastical interests of  this &Snmn.. Nnﬂ.i_.
Carroll, “1 take the liberty to add from Ev.mn:._. though .%.oﬂ are H.Smmpzw aware of
that by the death of my respected friend the Church here is wumﬂ i.nwo.:»,wu% legitima
bead; a circumstance whick may be attended by some pernicious consequences, if
present ‘situation of our ecclesiastical affairs, respecting which uRE.. sanrn,nn no..ur,n ,w.n.
been long since informed.” The letter from Propaganda of Sept 20, umou.:
Louisiana under Carroll’s jurisdiction, was sent by Concanen on September 28, .
. more Cathedral Archives, Case 2-W3).

_for settiing the ecclesiastical state of Y.ouisiana,

_.m.xss. Diocesan Rule - ..u.ou.

. absent from the scene, the Church in New Orleans was a prey

to the intriguing Sedella, who was known to many in the city as

~ politically opposed to American interests.

In Propaganda’s letter to Carroll, it was suggested that the
United States Government be approached regarding church-disci-
pline in Louisiana; and, accordingly, on November 17, 1806,
Dr. Carroll wrote to James Madison, then Secretary of State,
repeating in part the letter he had received from Rome:

I was not so satisfied with the accounts of Louisiana, of the oﬁqmw.in:
living there, as 'would justify a recommendation of any of them for the
important trust, which - requires not only a virtwous but very prudent
-conduct, great learning, especially in matters of a religious nature, and.

. sufhicient resolution to remove gradually the disorders which have grown

up during the relaxed state of civil and ecclesiastical authority. 1 there-

. fore directed .my views to two others, who tho’ Frenchmen, have been

long resident. in. this. country and steady in their attachment to it. But -

- the removal of either of them to Loujsiana was -rendered impracticable,

and circumstances have since occurred which perhaps make it unadvisable
in the opinion of this Eovermnent, to nominate for the bishop of that
country any native of France or Louisiana. I therefore declined: hitherto
taking any concern in this business, tho' the situation.of the church there

© . has long required, and requires now more particularly a prompt inter--

ference, not only for the interests of religion, but likewise for qQuieting
and composing the minds of the inhabitants, You will observe that my
first commission to take a provisional charge of. the diocese of N. Orleans

. was received long hefore the intermeddling of the. Emperor ‘Napoleon,

This hds been procured, as T am credibly informed from N, O. by a
mission to Paris from a Mr. Castillon, who is at the head of the mumici-. -
pality, and an artful Spanish friar, Antonio de ‘Sedilla, the intimate .
friend of the Marquis of Caso Calvo, This mission was entrusted to a
certain Castanedo, who was furnished with $4,000 to obtain a tecom-
mendation from the Emperor Napoleon for the immediate nomination. of
de Sedilla to the bishopric: but the attempt has completely miscarried; as
you will see by -the duplicate copy of the commission’ sent to me, & To
this commission allow me to subjoin an extract from a letter of Card.

Pietro, prefect of the Congreg. de Prop. fide at’ Rome, which. I received.

at the same time. ... From which it appears, that the acquiescence:
of our government is necessary with respect to the measures to be adopted
Something, as has been .
mentioned, is immediately . necessary, before I proceed to determine on
the choice of a subject fit to be recommended for the future bishop. ™ If
a native of this country, or one who is not a Frenchman, the' well
acquainted with the language, cannot be procured, would it be satisfactory

. to the Executive of the U. S. to recommend a native of France who has’
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‘entirely ecclesiastical it is deemed most congenial -with the. scrupulods

o a due attachment to.the Eﬁ_mm_ﬁ__mn_._nﬁb the Constitution and the H.Ho%nﬂnw

. A.“q.Om. The hu\a aam mﬂﬁ.& o\ 7 ewa Qaﬁd&._

Mosw. resided mBonmﬂ us; and is desirous- of. nou»_nE:m :nmnn Eum w.o<
ernmment? In the mean time, as the only clergyman in Louisiana, ‘in 'any
degree n:wrmnn to act with vigor and intelligence in restoring-order in
the Cath. church, is 2 French emigrant priést, far from any ﬁﬁ_n_u.:nan
to the presént.system of his country. May he be appointed to act-as- Ew
vicar, without the disapprobation of our Executive? I have many reasons
for believing that this person rejoices sincerely in the: cession. of . that -
nosuqv;o the United States18 : ,

Madison aa@#na on November 20, to the effect that »:n
American Government would welcome an end to the religious
strife which was distracting the city of New Orleans. Sedella.
was regarded as an artful conspirator;, and the m@@oiﬁsnnﬁ of.
an exemplary priest as head of nn&mmmmmﬂom_ .affairs éo.&a be
?wE% satisfactory:

,NGE Nnemwﬁum Str,

I have had the honour to receive and lay before the President %QE. leitér
of the 17th inst, enclosing a duplicate of the commission ‘which: places
under. your . care the Roman Catholic Church in New Orleans and redues
ing the sentiments of the Executive on certain discretionary m.ouu"m affecting
the selection ‘of the functionaries to be named by you.

The  delicacy towards the public authority -and .En laudable- oEmnﬁ
which led to.the enguiry you are pleased to make, are appreciated by the
President, in the manner which they so justly terit.- But as the case i

policy - ....m the Constitution in guarding against a political 'inferference
with religious affairs, to decline the explanations which you have aro‘pmr
- might enable you to accomimodate- the better, the execution of your ‘triist;
-to” the piblic advantage. I have the pleasure, Sir, to add, ‘that if- .53
' consideration had less influence, the President. would find a miotive \#
_the same determination, in his perfect confidence in the purity of ' your
views, and in the patriotism which will guide you, in the selection of
ecclesiastical individuals, to such as-comnbine with their professional merits;

of the United  States,
I enclose the document which you requested might be returned; and
pray you to accept assurances of the mxwlnnn respect msn_ mmﬁnmE JSE
which, -
I remain,
Your most obt Seryt
JamEs EbuHmoz.ue

| 3 .Baltimore Cathedrol hw&:ﬁ&. Case .a.uw? cf. mm.n? of. n&.. Pp.. $91- mwu..
U} ™ Baltimore Cothedral Archives, Case 5-Ey; printed in the Records, vol.
Eu. 62-63. On March 3, 1807, Carroll wrote to his nephew, Daniel Brent, who was’
then in the State erwnﬂnu? “He [Mr. Madizon] may be assured that’ n

) .mnoB 1t..
,.wnbnnrmmm_u_ﬁ being in a .case where it could be founded meither. in_any
: It is probable, at the same.
that the step was E.om:nma less by any -deep or insidious mmﬂmsw, :

- alienated by the policy of its Gov't not by their own act.

~ Olivier,

m..az.a bﬁon&aa Rale . .Now.
‘With this Ho#nu camie a private answer from Hﬁm&mom. ﬁomﬁsm
the matter more in detail:

. ¥You will: find _uw., the enclosed letter that an official answer to the
enquiries in yours of the 17th/has not been given. The reason for declin-
ing it does not however forbid my saying in z private letter that nothing

.. " being kmown concerning Mr. L’Espinasse except from your accoint of

him’ in which all due confidence is placed, no objection can: lie against ‘the
tse you propose to make of him: and. that in general it affords satisfaction

to find you, as might well be presumed, so fufly j in a disposition to admit .

“into’the stations for which you are to provide as little of alienage of any
sort as will consist with the essential attention and duties.of ‘them. 'Of

“the Spanish Friar Antonio di Sedella the accounts received here agree’

with the character you havé formed of him. It appears that his intrigues

& his connections have drawn on him the watchful mﬁn:ﬂom of the

Government of that Territory.
Altho"

tion & execution, considerations operate very different from Eomn_om 4

I am aware that in the arrangements SEEH:“& to your a_mﬁd-

political nature, I will not conceal my wish that instead of a temporary |

" subordination of the R. C. Church at N. Orleans to the General Diocese,
the subordination had been made permanent, or _.mﬁrﬁ. that it had involved
. a modification of some proper sort leaving less of a distinctive feature in

that quarter m_nnm&_. marked by sundry peculiarities. I am _umﬁ.mu..na into
this expression, or rather intrusion of such a sentiment by my anxiety

) -to see the union and- wE.u._o:w of every portion of our country strengthened
by every _mm_gmﬁn circumstance which may in any ,s__mn have that

tetrdency.

- The letter from Mr. Woﬂm_nm had been forwarded hither in several

copies from N. O. where it has excited the sensations likely to result"

This foreign interposition, -qualified ‘as it is, was manifestly

political nor ecclesiastical relation whatever,
time,
than by the flattering unjust importunities of the parties at N. O. & by
a tenderness towards a people once a part of the French nation, and

tion will _un.. made by our Minister a topic of such observations, as without
0<mnn.?ﬁ,wmmm the wrong, may be calculated to prevent repetitions.2®

Dr. Carroll appointed as his vicar-general, Father ?E._

n”qauauuh acting there under my authority should ever betray m_mvomnnonm or nonnﬁgmnnn

measures unfricndly to the Sovereignty. of the United States; or, if ever He: mwun_m. i
. held correspond
© of any commission from me and of the care of souls.” Aﬁ.&w&_n k*n.fenh of hﬁgqa.
. . Notre Dame University,) :

of a

picious nature with a foreign nation, he shall he- m&.ui&

. 1bid,, Case 5-E8,

The inferposi- -

‘the brother of the venerable missionary at H.o.m,n Vin- _.




