The Missouri Constitution of 1820
Article XIII. Declaration of Rights

That the general, great, and essential principles of liberty and free government may be
recognized and established, we declare,

Sec. 4 That all men have a natural and indefeasible right to worship Almighty God according to
the dictates of their own consciences; that no man can be compelled to erect, support, or
attend any place of worship, or to maintain any minister of the gospel, or teacher of religion;
that no human authority can control or interfere with the rights of conscience; that no person
can ever be hurt, molested, or restrained in his religious profession or sentiments, if he do not
disturb others in their religious worship.

Sec. 5 That no person, on account of his religious opinions, can be rendered ineligible to any
office of trust or profit under this state; that no preference can ever be given by law to any sect
or mode of worship; and that no religious corporation can ever be established in this state.



