Additional reading for “The Disestablishment of the Catholic Church in Louisiana Territory and
Religious Liberty.”

'1.. .Lette} to James'Madison from W.C.C. Claiborne, May 29, 1804.
2. Letter to James Madison from Thomas Jefferson, July 5, 1804
3. Lletter to Patrick Walsh from W.C.C. Claiborne, July 12, 1805
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flenry Hopkins
¥mmandant of Atakapas & Opelousas

To James Madison.

New Orleans 29th May 1804
Sir,
In the District of Atakapas a very great dispute has

arisen between two Priests. A Man of the name of Bar-
LR rier was Superceded by Mr. Laussat and a Priest of the

name of Veal named his Successor. Lately the Head of
the Catholic Church in Louisiana, a Mr. Welsh, recalled
Veal, declared his powers under Mr. Laussat Nul, and
reinstated Barrier.

A few Sundays Since, the rival Priests appeared at
the Church attended by their different partizans who
were numerous and very much inflamed. Lieutenant
Hopkins the Civil Commandant of the District, appre-
hending that the public peace was endangered, took upon
B himself to Shut the Doors of the church and deny en-
e trance to either party, until the matter was reported to
me, and my instructions received. This expedient pre-
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served the public peace and was I learn very pleasing to
all parties. I have referred the affair to the Revd. Mr.
Welsh, the Head of the Catholic Church in Louisiana,
and addressed to Lieutenant Hopkins a Letter of which
the enclosed No. 1 is copy.

I have now certain information that the Privateer 1
mentioned in my last, took on her passage two prizes—
the one an American, and the other an English Vessel.
The first is Anchored at the Mouth of the Mississippi, the
Second is in the River a little below Plaquemines, it is
not improbable but an attempt may be made to Sell the
prize goods in this City.

Accept assurances of my Respect and Esteem
(Signed) Wm. C. C. Claiborne
The Honble. .
James Madison

Secty. of State

To William Cooper.
New Orleans 20th May 1804

N xou wﬂl permlt the French Vessel called L’Ugene

1%t her Mlhtary 1mplement, -oﬁ Board, and

I w:sh this to be ., ordéﬁ@f;n her return She
i \q "and if she should be found

ith U Bsteem and respect
your obdt. Begt.

Cogfi ':ﬁ.- dant of Plaquemine

Cirtgival from

Digitizesi by ijgk UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN



"1T-0%T ‘I

“suIoqrejny T “Pogt b aumf °f T, 03 SVIOGIRLY) TR 336 & FU0Z0r) Aqravadsol [e3aass 01, open
stp Sumado peaisa “sucde 01 spen uelpu] i) Jo AjodoUuom € JueIE 03 PISYSI SWIOGRED 0F
-1—cot -dd (gx6t ‘Orowmpeq) £rgr—goLr Cuanauo) vpLopy 1590 741 “XOD) UISO[ JEBST 335 Gf
‘og-64t ~dd “prgr Fogt

‘ot Aepy “P[ 01 191197 ST 298 “IOUOSSIUTIOY BUEISTOT $€ sasuadxs I0] WITEp 8 WOqiE)]) 107 ‘B¢
-gg—-zg1 “dd “pugs 335 ‘monedmsn yo 3rey o paruap

SUIOQIED) 1 “BPHORT 1S9 01 SUNPP UESHAITY po3salold PEY E[0ESUS] JO O[O I0TIA0L) 'LE
“1-00f ‘z6—0br ‘98- wmn 1L~591 *dd “pgs 20 ‘ysiBugyg auo pue ed
g SUEIIQ) AP U1 £510A01003 ST 107 "9

no.& T4 “s3uesd 2AsngE O3 surery

W%w@_ uﬁuﬁ_ﬁoﬁﬁatﬁaﬁﬁ
JoA£8q 91 01 1A UION] 33 WO 10

gIIoI O3 Em.aﬁ ® pUE SIE[JOp 3o suelf ]
OpIPI2 Y1 JO ISe SEPLIOL I3 IC \, E 01 “paguey> 10U SBy .E&o .Gﬁnom
ST POOISISPUN JARY OF PIUL SY s90USIJU0D SABPSINT, INO JeRgISA Y3
PaTIaap 2q 1BRU ugﬁhﬁ& UmE([en) 1A R aonmEQEOu

Fogt ‘g Anf woISuryse Ay

uospuRy 01 wosiafiaf

“STOIEIN[es 2PTOTIIPY (535D 10
01 2UBMO[JE PUX? PUE "00LT Jo UODENS2T SU3 951491 03 ‘SIUNOIIE 5 FuUTy
I JO UOTSEDD0 911 UO ‘[[2M Se 3q 10U 31 pInop (feuosiad £pp1amw jou saouad
%3 03 SE WYL 01 $UFMpuUT S[qETIOsEII [E PUIIXD J0U 34 PROTS ‘dWI03ag
3¢ SOLIefEs srewoldip o 1WIDYIP Moy Sumppsuod ‘pesy SR UQ

4¢ XY P03 UORRARP snowmaid ou yorgm
JOUOTSSTUIUIOD & SE-520uadxs ST 03 se patean A[eIaqT aq pinoys Y YUy §
L 13d01d Lppapaad styojog 01 19113] SIUIOqR]D

g¢ ATIUNOD 13 JO saef 213 4q S[qeystund pue J[qesiuSoo st AJ0NII3

INO UM TOQUSIIP ST JO IDUBNULINOI P Ing feonend sem 31 ssajun “wriy 4q

62T | $08T- €081 ALNTAT] UOI THAWF FHT,,

: ~tl-olt -dd ‘11 ‘amoq
208 “(XINYD Y3 PISO[ IEPUTLIWIOD MESHUIY M 52314198 Appung 103 pareadde s1amoddns
np pue s3sa0d fean AP UM 3son1d 3317 SYI PIILISUTA PUE [IUC UOTDE NI PIrepap pey
SO’ UT NG JNOTIED Y1 JO PESY AP pure ‘zpoue qam 1sond suo pazerdar per Tessne Gg
01 13339( HY3 JUIS Ol “SWIOQEE]D) 10400 01 paassnosd Jouiaaos ysmredy 1owso) 3y, "puog
M35 & 03 UNY punioq 1ng UaRnf 3§ paseafas “pard Youssy SR “Tessar Ip WSURD-L1Ag
owssossod Surfel 1oy Apaoys anery 03 P3ISUELL St A30111391 S USAL SfIM ST JO JpIn
p 10 ern Sunreme [rel ut ses UMD *15 ST ‘euTRmMO JO JUAIUR203 ystuedg oy 15pUN g
poysiund 3q 10U Prod Sunyes Jo 0. eSO Jt(Y, ‘Uonesuen i Jo AremEar
3 o3t pormbua sey 3 [RUN [95594 S JO UOTssIssod dyfel put J3ssedsan 3
s317e poys 38pn( [emoanaa; auy pue ‘ssedson & arvey gurud st 31 “wopdpsun(
10 T S[95S9A A0 IO JO U0 s8unq semeansd uaraSireq B waym
¢ UOIS
sassod Ui sem oy 15a1d 313 O3 Yoantd AR Jo sAY 9Y3 2I0ISII PIROYS “TA0T)
.oﬂ 1, "30I0§ JO S198 O3 SPUDIXa 31 udym paystund 3q 031 ATenuod 3 uo Ing Ly
2zotpne sand oyz £q padIojus 5q 01 140U pue {Arerunjoa st SUTADSTP-IIMYD
e sodpund mo uQ "paisexze oq pmoys Ao 20ead 3y yearq Anp J1 -adead
23 JO [PEI] OU JIUIoD 4513 papraold ‘Kem UMO IPLE UL S9OUINP XYL
u_ﬂum 1snur s3sourd 2y 7, “peaY] JT[OTIED UBRRICY Y3 01 1 19JoX 01 IOUIA0L) I3 Ul
pue auuzau Y[ JO SI00p ST} INYS 01 IIDYJO IO T JOIID e SBM If YUK T
¢ W] PUNOJ 3M SB cmnzuum Iopun Inq £132q7 1€
b.am 311 DAEI] P[ROYS 2 0 *I0UO IE 13T 3 [[3/ S 210J3121[3 Aol pUre ‘535E0
30430 4q WY UO padIog 2q [ wonsanb st oy, ¢AmI st uaxm “1g oYM
T pUE 3200 Juasaid s 31 apun ﬁuﬁ::& 3q wed ‘nonesuesIo JIULIO] 811 Japun
EURISMOT JO UOTRU ST 1SUESE Poldfiimod SaWLy JOIdMm "1 Jpap Isnw
umvs_ Tesof 241, 'Tern vo nd 2q 01 4qure1ian 1g3n0 vam[ 3§ JO LI YT,

: W for-(EL
fogr S Amy [worBurgses
| uoSpUpy 02 uoseaffof

ang “19p3o ue yons 2a18 o uﬁm..wd%: EsoU 55 m quﬁo.« “Arugeh

OF 2ATT] 2M JE[3 PJO3 2q \%@Jm Aoy “Apuressut 1opao we yons da1ZH0U [ Ao
TUIRIIT SIDATE S JO T JioneSen sy 1dniraur Jou ﬁo_ua_n..a e 1dIssTpy “afa
=11 1 udmgHeneIs 1Y uaafuans pmoys 12 [ aouenunuoD S

m:ﬂsv ey, (lmm pnoys sanred ypoq SIUIYU0) 30 i Suusius wo g

\ p G jo aoud a3 aq 01 E«zo@ mo bﬂ:ﬁ ® pue ucuﬁamawcdﬁ ST T,
szﬁo.a PINOM 2T (0N P E10q

8TET



122 MISSISSIPPI TERRITORIAL ARCHIVES.

Yghom I can name (instigated by a certain foreign Agent' g
-' ,-;;‘1__- I also can name) have gone to the _.5,,“':" '

,r forcement here is expected In
af“;n, I aeqult myself

FExcellency’s M obdt. Hb. St.
is xcellency (Signed) Patrick Walsh G
Governor Claiborne : Vicar General§

To Rev. Patrick Walsh.
Sir New Orleans July 12th 1805

I am Honored with your Letter of yesterday. The
Schism in the Church is to me a subject of regret; it
tends to disturb that Social intercourse which sweetens
life, and to lessen the respect of the Citizens for the Min-
isters of the Gospel ;— A respect which I consider essen-
tial to the good of the church. For if those who profeSa
to be the followers of the meek and Humble Jesus, in-
stead of Preaching Brotherly love and good will to man,
and enforcing their precepts by example, should labour
to excite dissension and distrust in a community, there is
indeed ground to fear that the Church itself may cease

i The Marquis of Casa Calvo took an active part in behalf of the
Spanish priest who resisted the authority of Vicar-Genmeral Walsh.
Claiborne suspected it to be a Spanish intrigue.
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to be an object of veneration. Under the American Gov-
ernment where the rights of conscience are respected,
and no particular sect of religion, is the favorite of the
Laws, the Civil Magistrates carefully avoid interference
inn religious disputes, unless indeed the public peace
should be broken or menaced, and then it becomes their
duty to act. ’
I yet persuade myself that the dissensions in the
Chureh of this City will soon cease, and that your laud-
able exertions to restore harmony and concord may be
successful. But lest I may be disappointed in this rea-
g sonable expectation and the dissensions should be car-
ried to such lengths as to require the notice of the civil
authorities, I will thank you to designate by name the In-
dividual, whose interference in the dispute you attribute,
‘‘less to zeal for the Religion, he would be thought to
serve, than to the indulgence of private passions, & the
promotion of views equally dangerous to Religion and
to Civil order.”’

I wish you also to designate by name the two per-
sons, ‘“who have gone to the Havanna with the express
intent of procuring a reinforeement of Monks,”” and I
am particularly desirous to know the Foreign Agent to
whom you allude. These requests are alone dictated by
: a desire to receive upon the subject, such information, as
= may be relied upon, and I hope that to you the assurance
is unnecessary, that no improper use will be made of
your communications.

The expected arrival of the Havannah Monks, and the
= < conduet to be observed on my part, merit and will re-
ceive consideration.

I pray you Sir to accept assurances of my great re-
spect and Esteem!

(Signed) William C. C. Claiborne
The Revd. Mr. Walsh
Vicar General New Orleans
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