Kinder Institute Summer Teachers Academy, 2019
Intro and readings for “The Lost Tradition of Economic Equality in America”
Daniel Mandell, Professor of History, Truman State University

Today the United States of America has one of the highest levels of income inequality in the
world. As a result of recent judicial decisions, the spending of corporate and individual money to
influence elections and policy is afforded the same protection as speech, and corporations are
granted extraordinary powers. While Americans cherish political and social equality, at least
rhetorically, most oppose efforts to limit the concentration of corporate power and wealth and
demonstrate hostility to progressive taxes that would redistribute wealth and services downward.
They view the individual accumulation of great wealth as evidence of talent and hard work and one
of the most cherished freedoms guaranteed by the Founding Fathers. But in fact, the United States
was shaped in part by a radical tradition of economic equality, and the notion that the health and
stability of a commonwealth depended on relative economic equality without extremes of terrible
poverty or great wealth. The common corollary was that an elected republican government had the
duty and power to maintain that happy condition. Our session will explore evolving tradition in
America of economic equality, from the Revolution through Reconstruction.

For centuries, Europeans had assumed that all power (political, social, and economic) was
connected, as reflected in feudalism and the emergence of absolute monarchs. Bt when the contest
beiween king and Parliament exploded into the English Civil War in the 1640s, some radicals
(inspired by radical Protestantism reflecting the Biblical Jubilee) called for all Englishmen to share
land and wealth as well as political power. While these Diggers were soon suppressed, their ideals
continued to have power through writings like James Harrington’s famous novel Commonwealth of
Oceana (1656). Those radical ideas about equality and republican government approached reality in
the America colonies, particularly New England, thanks largely to the land and other resources
“provided” by indigenous peoples.

As the imperial conflict between Parliament and its American provinces developed in the
late 1760s. “patriot” propagandists urged other Americans to preserve their “liberty™ and
“republican virtue” by (as “Brutus” wrote in 1769) avoiding “the temptations of ease and luxury™—
i.c., to put the needs of their community ahead of their personal fortune. Benjamin Trumbull’s 1773
election day sermon in Connecticut (document A) reflects those concerns. When the War for
Independence erupted, there were widespread efforts to control prices and greed at the local, state,
regional, and national level, reflecting traditional concepts of the “just price” and more radical
egalitarian republican ideals; see document B. But at about the same time, some Americans began to
argue that the rules restraining free market pricing violated the Revolution’s natural principles of
liberty and property; see document C.

A. Benjamin Trumbull, 4 Discourse, Delivered at the Anniversary Meeting of the
Freemen of the Town of New-Haven, April 12, 1773 (New-Haven: Thomas and
Samuel Green, 1773), pp. cover, 1* page of text (67), 30-33.

B. Plymouth County meeting of committees of safety and their resolve, Boston
Gazette, June 16, 1777.

C. Connecticut Courant column defending liberal ideal of property, “To Mr. Watson,”
Connecticut Courant, May 12, 1777, p. |

After winning independence, Americans generally embraced equality instead of regarding it
as dreaded anarchy and saw their new country as the most egalitarian nation on earth. But at the
same time, they began to view capital as a source of aftluence, vehemently opposed the creation of
corporations as a source of privileged power, were increasingly concerned that an aristocracy of



wealth could corrupt the republic and called for measures to ensure future economic equality. A few
even advocated legal limits on individual property; at least one state legislator even called for the
Biblical Jubilee.

D. “Inthe House of Representatives,” Connecticut Courant, June 11, 1787, p. 1

There is no question that the new liberal ideas of individual property rights became
dominant, especially at the beginning of the nineteenth century, and that Americans became
increasingly willing to accept social hierarchies and the inequalities of wealth that accompanied the
explosive growth of cities and the rise of mass production and wage labor. That acceptance came
easier as new state constitutions severed the traditional connections between property ownership
and political participation. But the older tradition remained and during bad times grew stronger, as
in the wake of the Panic of 1819, the first great depression in the country’s history. Laborers and
artisans in northeastern cities organized workingmen’s parties to push for reforms, and some
became part of the nascent socialist movement. In New York, a mass meeting in October 1829
adopted the following manifesto:

E. “The Report and Resolutions of the Committee of Fifty,” in John R. Commons, ed.,
A Documentary History of American Industrial Society, 10 vols. (1910-1911), 5:
149-151, hitps://archive.org/detmls/documentaryhistO3cumm/page/ 149,

This labor movement was by the Panic of 1837, but soon new egalitarian efforts with similar
ideas took their place. This included the new interest in communitarian living, from the religious
Shaker villages to the Fourier phalanxes that included the Transcendentalist Brook Farm near
Boston. More significant was the National Reform Association, organized in 1844 by former
“Workies” in New York City, which renewed and popularized Digger agrarian ideals in supporting
radical land reform in their own state, and calling for a national law reserving free homesteads on
federal land for actual settlers. a limitation (160 acres) on the amount of such land any person could
hold. and a ten-hour work day for laborers.

F.  NRA manifesto in Young America, August 1845,
G.  The Jubilee, “Plan for Restoring the Land of New York to the People.”
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A discourse, delivered at the anniversary meeting of the freemen of the town of New-Haven, April 12,
1773. By Benjamin Trumbull, A.M. Pastor of the church in North-Haven.
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IF to be governed by their own consent, by their naltive sons, chosen by their free
suffrages, if to enjoy the most happy form of civil government, can make a people
free; if these things have the greatest tendency to make them brave, prosperous and
happy, and to perpetuate every dear enjoyment, then great indeed is the FREEDOM,
great the PRIVILEGES and HAPPINESS of this COLONY. Such FREEDOM, such
PRIVILEGES, such HAPPINESS, through the good providence of GOD, we amply
enjoy. That great Blessing promised to Israel, That their NOBLES should be of

themselves, and that their GOVERNOUR should proceed from the midst of them I,
is vouchsafed unto us. Our Rulers are our country-men, our neighbours and friends.
They love our country, as the place of their birth and educaltion. It is the country of
their friends and brethren; to which they are united by all the alliances of friendlship
and of blood; with which they have formed a thousand tender and powerful
connections. Their inlterests are inseperably connected with our own. They are not
only members of our civil, but of our relligious communities: members of our
churches, bound by baptism, by a personal profession of CHRISTIANIITY, by
sacramental vows, and the most sacred engagelments to GOD and men, to seek their
good, and the general good of their fellow men. They are bound by all the bands of
nature, friendship, honour, interest and religion, to promote the public Weal. They
are "alble men," intimately acquainted with the laws, customs,
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manners, genius and great interests of the people. They love our country, our
churches, and our religion. Their experience, superior wisdom and penetration have
compiled for us a most excellent system of LAWS, founded on the great principles
of liberty, justice, and religion. Their government is mild and righteous: and as they
do not govern to get their bread and adivance their fortunes, at the ruin of ours, and
as they can lay no burdens on us, without bearing the same weight themselves, their
govegnment is as remarkable for the little expence of it, as it is for it's gentleness,

impartiality and righteousness. All our expences, by way of salary I'to civil officers,
do not,  imagine, almount annually, by considerable, to the one half of the salary of
a king's governour, in any of the neighbourling Provinces. Our lives and fortunes, all
our privilleges civil and religious are in a very happy manner secured.

WE have the greatest religious, as well as civil prilvileges. We enjoy liberty of
conscience in the comlpleatest sense. No man is persecuted for his religion:
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we all enjoy our Bibles, may read and think for ourlselves. Happy indeed would it
be, did we read them more, understand them better, and build our faith and practice
more entirely on the excelient doctrines and maxims which they prescribe.

THE Gospel is preached among us with light and power. We enjoy our Sabbaths and
all gospel orldinances and privileges. Happy indeed shail we be if we "receive not"
this "GRACE of GOD in vain."

BESIDES, we have a good land like Canaan of old, a land flowing with milk and
honey; in which we may eat bread to the full,
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whose stones are iron and out of whose hills thou mayest dig brass.
It is allso a land under good advantages for a sea-trade; so that we may

suck of the abundance of the seas and of treasures hid in the sand. The lines are fallen
unto

us "in pleasant places: yea” we

have a goodly helritage.

WHILE therefore we consider how great are our prilvileges and enjoyments, and
from whom they are all derived, can we but reflect, How great are our obligaltions to
the most grateful sentiments, even on the bendled knees of our hearts, to offer our
devoutest acknowiledgments of praise and thanksgiving to GOD, the great author
and giver of them? And that these streams of his beneficence and mercy should lead
us to him, and engage us constantly, and forever in his service?

YEA, can we but reflect again, That our sin and inlgratitude will be great indeed,
most inexcusable and abominable, if under all these privileges and advantalges we
continue in sin, and do not become, in very deed, an obedient and holy people?—
That as we are exaltled up to Heaven, in point of privileges, so we shall be cast
down even to the lowest Hell, if we abuse and mislimprove them?—That it will

be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah. in the day of Judgment ,

than for us.
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ANOTHER thought which the preceeding sentiments suggest, is this, That all
possible care, and every proiper measure, should be taken to prevent foreigners, and
all others, who are independent of a people, from havling any part in government,
and to keep civil rulers, as much as possible dependent on the people whom they
govern, and intimately connected with them.

NOT only the representations made, and horrible deeds related in this discourse, but
the history of all naltions and ages will teach us, that nothing can be more fatal to the
civil rights and happiness of a people than the government of strangers, and of rulers
independent of the people whom they govern. When the governiment of a state is
put into the hands of men unconnectled with them, unsupported by them, whose
intimate friends and special connections, are in a different counltry, and who receive
ample support from another quarter, they may well expect oppression, injustice, the
loss of liberty, and almost every civil mischief. As this becometh the case with
America, or with her several provinces and governments, may not SHE, and THEY
expect to bid farewel to that liberty, to those happy times and days, which we and
our fathers have seen? As things are verging towards this, are not our liberlties, by
little and little, crumbling away, and is not our happiness drawing to a close?

EVERY free state therefore should maintain a most vigitant care and guard against
foreign, or independent rulers, and against all such measures as are calculated to
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introduce them, and impose them upon a people. The very first step this way, ought
thoroughly to rouse, thoroughly to alarm them.

IT should also be the particular care of every civil community to keep their rulers as
much as possible delpendent on them, and intimately connected with them. For this
purpose it will be highly politic, in every free state, to keep property as equally
divided among the inhabitants as possible, and not to suffer a few persons
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to amass all the riches and wealth of a country: and allso to have a special care how
they adopt any laws, cusltoms, or precedents, which have a tendency this way. For
when men become possessors of the Wealth of a state, it will be in their power to
purchase, or by undue influence, which, in such circumstances, they may have ways
almost innumerable, to thrust themselves into all places of honour and trust. This
will put it in their power, by fraud or force to keep themselves in those important
posts, and to oppress and tyrannize over their fellow men. [t will teach the people to
look up to them, as to lords and masters, make them servile, and by little and little it
will despoil them of all true liberlty and freedom. But on the other hand, the keeping
of property, as equally divided as possible among a people, will make elections more
free, the rulers more dependent, and the liberty and privileges of the ruled vastly
more secure.

FURTHERMORE, will not our subject direct us to this enquiry, Whether the
erecting of Courts, and the makling of civil rulers independent of the people, whom
they respect and govern, are not inconsistent with the original great design of
Government, inconsistent with the great and unchangeable RULES of
RIGHTEOUSNESS, and incompatible with the important RIGHTS, which GOD
and Nature have given, in common, to mankind?

Is it not the dictate of reason and of the will of GOD, That the original great design
of civil Government is the good of the community? The maintaining and selcuring
the rights, liberties, privileges and immunities of mankind? The impartial and
faithful administraltion of justice? Must not whatsoever therefore, tendeth to deprive
mankind of these important rights, and to prevent the impartial administration of
justice, be conltrary to the great design of government, and subversive of it's noble
institution? But is not this the case, when rulers are made wholly independent of the
people, when strangers unconnected with them, and indepenldent
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of them, are appointed to rule over them? Is not this calculated to deprive a people
of liberty and jusltice; —to render life, property, and every dear enjoylment very
precarious; and to reduce them to a state of slavery and misery, instead of making
them free and happy? Is it not an infraction of the great and unlchangeable LAWS of
Nature, Reason, and Religion?— Incompatible with the essential rights of mankind?
How inconsistent is this with the constitution of the SUPREME LAWGIVER for the
good of his chosen peolple? Did he not command, That all their rulers should be
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dependent upon their brethren and most intimately connected with them? HE said
also,

Thou shalt take no gift; for the gift blindeth the wise, and pervertleth the Words of the
righteous .

But if any gift tendeth to pervert judgment, if so small a gift as one neighbour may
ordinarily bestow on another, is a prelcious stone in the eyes, will not hundreds or thousands
sterling much more have this tendency? Will not such showers of gold and silver overwhelm
reason, conlfound the judgment, and prove not only a stone in the eyes, but even render
them totally dark and blind? Have not Courts and civil rulers constituted, in a manner,
wholly independent of the people, ever been the public fountains of oppression and
injustice? Have they not, instead of defending the lives and liberties of mankind, wantonly
deprived them of both? And can this be more consistent with the British constitution and the
rights of Englishmen, than (' the laws of justice, and with the unalienable rights of
mankind in general? Have not Britons and Americans too, gloriled in this, as a privilege,
which they might all claim, To be judged by their countrymen and neighbours, who were
intimately connected with them, and depenldent on them? Have not thousands bravely bled
to procure and maintain it? Have not the whole nation thought it well secured to them, for
several hundred
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years, by MAGNA CHARTA? Have they all been misltaken? Or is the constitution of courts
and rulers inldependent of the people, and the granting them large pensions or salaries from
abroad, a flagrant violation of the essential right of British subjects?

OUR subject will further instruct us what men we ought, this day, to elect into
places of civil trust; "Able men,” men of truly great and noble minds, possessed of
resolution, courage, constancy, and firm(ness; excellent preservatives against
partiality and corlruption, to which men of little minds, narrow and contracted souls,
are easily swayed, by threats, fears, hopes or gifts. They should be men of genius, of
great wisdom and abilities, who can discern both time and judgment; well
acquainted with the laws, customs, manners, genius, and great interests of the
government: — Men of prudence, of real piety and religion, of invincible integrity,
veracity and faithfullness;

such as fear GOD, men of truth, hating colvetousness

. Rulers should, by no means, be men of deceit and intrigue, or of a covetous narrow spirit,
meanly coiling themselves up in their own dirty shell, and making self the grand end of all
their pursuits. They should be men of a public spirit; men, who most sensibly feel the sacred
ties of religion, and the awful bonds and solemnities of an oath: Men who love their country
—love the churches of our LORD JESUS CHRIST —and for their brethren and companilons
sakes will seek the peace and prosperity of JERUISALEM, and

because of the HOUSE of the LORD ocur GOD, will seek

HER "GOOD"'. They ought to be men most keenly penetrated with a sense of the vast
worth and high importance of our privileges, and of the force and energy of those endearing
motives, by which they are bound to promote the COMMON-WEAL.
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FURTHER, what hath been said may not unnaturallly introduce an address to the
civil authority of this
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town, and to the gentlemen who shall be chosen to represent us, in the General
Assembly.

Respected and worthy FATHERS and GENTLEMEN,

IT is with a very sensible pleasure and satisfaction, that we behold GENTLEMEN
exalted to rule over us, to protect our lives and fortunes, all our privileges and dear
enjoyments, and to promote our common happilness, who are our countrymen, our
neighbours, our friends, our brethren, and fathers: Men to whom their country is
endeared by all the ties of Nature, who are united with our churches, by all the
solemn and salcred bonds of our Holy religion; and connected with the community,
in general, both by friendship and inlterest: Who, by our free consent, and by the
influlence of our esteem and friendship enjoy their places of honour and trust. Great,
worthy and dear GENTLEIMEN, is the trust we and the public repose in you. More
valuable far than gold, yea, more precious than our blood, are the privileges, which,
under GOD, we commit to you. We persuade ourselves you are senlsible of their
value, feel the importance of your trust, and are not strangers to the influence of
those efficacilous motives which bind you to seek and promote our interest and
happiness. Under the influence of these, we trust, you have lately unanimously
entered upon measures to suppress vice, and to incourage and prolmote order, virtue,

and religion, in the town . For
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these you have already received the thanks of the inlhabitants; and, on the same
account, in the name of my reverend fathers and brethren, in the ministry, I return
you publick thanks: and assure you, that we shall cheerfully contribute what in us
lieth, to encoulrage, support and assist you, in carrying into execution whatsoever
may be necessary for the peace, order and happiness of this town, and of the several
parts of it. These public testimonials of a general approbation of your conduct, we
persuade ourselves, will encourage you with unwearied diligence, unremitting zeal
and ardour, to persevere in every salutary measure you have taken for the publick
good, and that they will afford an argument, of no little weight, with you, to go into
a prudent and vigorous exertion of all your authority, abilities and influence, to
suppress all kind of vice, immorality and disorder, and to promote order, virtue, and
refigion. You cannot be insensible, that this will have a charming aspect upon
society, that the happy effects and consequences of it may, through the blessing of
GOD, not only be felt by the present geneiration, but extend themselves to ages
unborn, yea, to all eternity. Good government and religion have a favourable aspect
not only upon the present, but future Times. No more can you be insensible, That it
is the duty, and an important branch of the characlter of civit rulers, That they bear
not the civil
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yuned h{ shem) ot their sepuefenisived, freely mod
sdequately eleétede——and that it lo the la-li!rml’-lhlc
duty of every good lubjad 19 pay alf due obrdience to
s sftd of fich & goverament,

Thirdly, Tl we wiil ufe oyrvimolt inflopsce to
entuice the aft of 1his Glate, entitled ¥ A el o pres
vent manupoly snd cpprefliany” and the all 10 4d.
dithon, to Did 3T, and will da all in lr pawer 1o
hring to sondign pun.fhment theopdn dnd notwelods
vielviers of fsld attey ss encinlen vo tha pealent goitens
*ment, and the Tadrpsodeace of Anerica,

Faurthly, Whesen difizuliienn heve aelfen from s
Sappafed difpropartion bp the prices of many anilcles,

il 3 I

“prices of thefe artleltv a noar m coubd be, in s it &
cemimonded to the, guod
peapid uf this coodiys to ndhee #el8ly co vhe prieed
abtley arwnow itipolated, s they tender the unlon
sutd praca of this county, and the falsation of thelr
soualry, )

ﬁmi, “That jt1¢a duty lncembueat (inom at} prefond

'l wlhio have a fuperabundance of the veceMities of Jileto

fupply fuch av aredeflitnge, at the Aaimd gelces; with fo
innch of thez an ey may oct seafunsbly want for
theit pwa canfumprlon, s

Slxtkly, Our inteenal engrrith havleg beeoire mode
ognn ond darlng 1n 2heale disboljesl inachinstions of
tulsverting the grest canfa of Aneckea and manklad,
sl are mannpal'd ng watlike ftares, eloathing; pro-
¥ fiame, &g, a0 well fof she'prrpolt of dahancing the
privte i thefe com.aaliden, and f2 depreciatlng the

.

. wire killed and wounded,

the paine of fxing tha of

Teusatly, Thae it beand hereby {o recommended
19 ilis felettmen of the fevard) Tewas In this county,
ta wain theie refpallivatowas Jo et withous delay,
and proceed agregsbleto an 38l of ita:e Baate, farfee
:utlngrtlu Ualted Gtatee, agalaltiha iniernal gaset.2
fhereef, i .

Ligbiblp, Av we haye undoulitad. Istalligence that
the Brinth aing w il gxhault sl thé Rraagihaef his
kingdoms ilircambrlgn, In pueflt of his faveurlie
fdex of fubjugatiog thefe iitesy snd a3this Stare may
prohably bavifited by the yahallowsd leet uf ks trands
ad marcenwries, it Ipfuritier pscommendsd to srery
food man in thh cognty, capible ot basting arme, to
equlp bimfall cepleatly, and wish all paifisle Tpeedy
that te entiny sy nat obiala app adrantagas e
us, from oug being ynprepared to cppale tbesm, ¢

Nimblp, Auths bed tp&lmlr_ml g but ot eele fge
wlfzancy, without u coaduft corrafpondent thertio,
3liis Goaventlon aes ‘umsnimueully detoroalaed, with
the maft feeupubous puofluatity, te carry Intoexssns
tisn the Relolers of the Grand Ameriean Congielty
and thegeud and wholelame afly al this iate{ss evecy
thlug gesr smd fagze. ta ny deprnds upon an Invicla.
bleagherence (o the l.merhml to prefecute tp the Ut
molt sigaur bl the law, fash deigne, 20 from o prin-
cipls of tamity ta therightauis caole of theit soune
17y, fhatl be fouind eaunteradilng them § and 1g treat
fuch diamelefs prafifutes op tragiors podd paileldes,
Fablih=d'dy Qeder of, (he Lonrintian,,

TargrniLirs CorTon, Chaliman,,

. PROVIDEHRGE Jow °

Welearatbacthrde Frigates faileda few diyrage
drom Newpore, and nera julned o flock $land by a
$o gun (up andtwo frigstes feom' New- Yk,  Tuey
are f31d 19 br hound en s crufze, i .

siace oure lat four Joldiera (theoe of them faraigne
£rs) one, marine and thiee fnmen, have deferied flom
thuensmy at Rhlﬁt 1N1nd, and errived here,

By a perfon who efeaped [rpm Rhode. [ ind onWed,
neiidsy Lsft, wa Jearn, that 19e eneny.are obliged'n
Tuk&il alenolk satirely on faltad plui-ﬂ‘.mlif andthy
2 numbey of difalF:éled perfons, wha litaly dlod reNews
part fram the fouthatn pai ¢ of tuls Giare iae protectiep,
were comcn.lnl o bear aring, and bive besn feny to
Naw, York to)ole the miniterigb azmy,

A gentlasasn from Mittlepawn. informs) that s ofs
Heer had aniveld thepe from New: Jerfey}and brpughy
mdvite thare fharp fulrmith Sappened gn the s6:h of
latt manth,in which '“(;t"“i'lli’ t:lid 77 1w kited, and

1

de Taken pril ] | 1roopi 18

BOSTON. Jimeaéy b, .
Yaduelilay 1In:, Hono. :,ﬁrqjé:ll;}:l{]}fr,&lm wi

tledted to adedz ae thg Jlpns, Gounel) of this
Stake, in the raom of the tlon. Jemesr Bowdelny
EI]I; wha his relign'd, , | )

Wadnafldp lap ratuencd intg Prvily the Sekoswtr dmerls |
ca, Capt David MeNidd, Favingheany b1 mainnsfd,
Bufides tke SHp fram Tixky, {eirnfigsed In ane lag) be
Mﬂ;}ﬁ 10t @ Brig frim ecommmmivamseybleh &1 Laurly

(/N T
‘Capl, Ophi wwh brae bos 1abi o valiabliPelxs, avbiih
irfuse arelued ot wi Eajees Port, 2y )
Gaple Skimver Gar taken fus Brige fadin noith FiR,
ablich ars fafe arviped ot an Edfarn Portsr y
Saturdeg jall stnied fale 1o Fort, twa Miigh from
Hilage, laden with (116 and ochver valuable Artches,
Tiielr Cargoss belong 10 1Le Contlnent, , .
& Lateor from 1iboa of the 1ith of Aprd maker
po,mentlon of 18y Pufliical affaita, i
B3nie day arrived [n Poct the Heig formesly mentl-
#nid tu be takeea by Cdprs Claitllon; bodad frony Bne |,
glapd to Gulnea, N . Ly
ifa the fane Diy sprived 2 Palze Brlfy aken by
Commndore Manly'| Gis wii bagud fram Londen fog
NéwaYork, liden with Duck, Cordage, Ee. whith bay
LYY m{ §9od Markat, Cénirmodare Midly snd
Cap. MeNio), 3¢ the Prite Matler ioformr,. when g
beit thewn, bind foll i with three tranfooris In Latt, 3
under contdy of a 5L GonBhip Hdad loe Hyw- York,
snlasihe two Continnbsl Pripiles badialed sound
ehaduip feteral trmes *Ja gor donkied shey will bring |,
ur [tad in ane or mota of thig Leanfprka, s
Captiln Julinfon {formenly of the Yauke llaro} In
a Cuntinents) Brig lrom Virginls, s jaken twifaiten
falen with Wine, and fent thea [nte Mantz,  Hewn
Iefi In Chafs of anatlisr; = - :
Thuelfday laft ot a fpeclal Sefong, Willlam Cinly
tata Mlaliler of Dedham) and Davld White, of the
fama Iace; neem bra‘tin guiliy of being Inlnleal 10
the Unitad St ted of America | and 'dire Immedivge'y
conduflnl on baard the Guard-Ehip. L
Frlday 111t (He noted Coloas) Stephen Holland it
ot fram the Ooal In this Plece, fog that ls Exeter;
Nowt-lampflikes, undee 3 propar Quard,
A B B R P

. " Daabury, by 31, 1777
N Uhedieace taaltelolye nlth!.llnao’:l I:Cnu’:ﬂl‘l‘

of the £a4 ol Apeil 1sit, this bs 10 Ioferm nll cens -

cerned, That Military Holpitafe are eilabldlied fo
the Hlalm Dl[ll:'llIlll!h st Danbury, In\he Btate g
Connefiicut 5 snd at Pl JEilly In the Stave of New.
YVork | All Uficers, Reglmentsl Gurgeans er others;
are tharefure req elfed (o takie Notlcs, that fich of tig
Contictatsl Troops nnger.aheleCare, who fap bigpen
1o fall Sick st oe near inole Ilaces, will ba ‘recaivgd o=
to the Hefpitaldl and properly miterdpd to4 jlny are
parifeularty definnd to Rnd Centlficates li:ul'lfu'
heRefolvd safecred to, aad to repogt fach asmayp bave
buen Jelt Ju the Carg of private Fhylcland snd usges
boi 19 ﬂu.DInElul'agﬂln this Phite,,, o,
10AAC YOSTER, U, Dadi

-

s Jotners Wk, and the Reat

. Teéeiye yod exambyethe chabpuy olyhslovecsr srsgin

. b : ne

Lat Week the Ueneral Armbly fiting here ape
poieted the Han, RozEr7 Tazat Parag, 3fq| Al.,
tarmey, [lenenal fog thee Stale, - v

“In, CONGRESS, May 2%, 1977, .
RYGLFEL, Lhytfur the futate thees Seunly ong
Cusphia sllawed te asch Jrigedsin ks Apmy,
and that-iuch Chaplaln hé appeistsl hy Gongrefy, _
That cack Brijade Qhzplain ke sllowsdsthe ime
Pay, ftadions and Furage, that le'allowed 1o  Colonsl
In'tbe fata Carpe, yr,oe £,
¢+ That aach U Igadier Guntral b2 requzlted té nomls
nueand rgcommend to Cosprale, & proper Pezfun for
Cheplatn to Lls Brigade ; agd ghae they recemumend
paone bet futh a9 are Clargyinan eléxpecionce and ¢a
Rablifh'J putilic Carsiter fu Diety, Vistus a0d Learna
Ing, Uy Ovder of Congrefy, * u -
. Joun’ WANCOLR, Prifident, .
ETATE ‘of MASSACHUILTTILBAY,.
CounciL.Cuavtasr, dofimy Juss 14 1377, ™
NuTlL’B s herety givang Tost thers 1o to be
budle la the Town of Rutiand,.-In 1he Counip
vt Waorcaiter, o Woodea fisrrack of w40 Fert long,and
4o Feet wide, and two Geary bighy aath Sy 12 be
 Feet In the Cluary to b Pramed, Raifed, l?:urdca.
Shingicd wod Claphaseded, and 19 have thtes Entries.
sofv:wayn thrcugh the ‘Uaule, & Stals-Cafe In esch
stry to bk dlvided by Plaak Parthtions lato Rasms
of 30 [ent fuare, with twy Windaws Ix rach Rovm
three Squares wide wnd [our high, te by § Glafya—y
‘The Fivare, pedya Lald - with Daubls Pice Bascds, sl
the, WarkinsoCiip ta be dant In the plaineiplanner,
and abl the Daterials te by faund and pravided oy 1he
Spet seady ta the Woerkman's Head,—Buch Caepent
tees 2o a0d Juclined to bulld-the Houfealordfalit, and
to Leard aml flad dhmnlalvas diising the Tisne they
Riw lnln!' the Waik, are defired to tend helr Propae
fale fesled up, and diseéted 10 the Secratary ok thig
Statx ar Bytra,. o nelickore b b of July aent, ad
witich ‘T'ime the faversl Peopsfals will bs epeasd ngd
gxamined | and fuch Carpenter whofe Propofale are
moft seafanable and et approved pf, il beimmodia
ately employed by the Conneil of ihis State to o.the
Watk, which. muit be done e foon as pafiible,, One
Moltof the Mdaney will be advanced ths Woirkmes,on
their giving Uand to chnplent the Carpenters. and
tlnder whea the liclide

T T A—
S

N O TI1C Ejo hereby glven 1o the Drathren of the
ancient and honorable Sociciy ol Fits snd 1lea
carm! Mafong, That she Fuitival of 66+ Jobo the Baps
gl y will be eclebraiag-on Tueflay the 24eh-Infaag, st
ret Mafow's £/4L L. —Ticksts to bubait (F1he Grand
imu.nla ot fuid Hplle or of the Grand Sectetary. ———
o"s Dinner to be pn the Tsble 3t Twe o'Clovk.Mi,
By Ordar of (e Right Wahijgtul JUSEPIL WERE,
Evg) Orand Maler of Astient 0 .Lonry for il
Etaibs iy NATIL. PEIRCE, G. Sic'y,
Roftom, 34th Juno, 1g97. . -

WAH'[‘I Employ, in tha mieecniiles\Vay, a rom—;;
M, that wiftea s puod diml, andcan be
1etjuine ol the Printer, °.

¢ LL D'arfors indsbied to theliftae 1f.]dfhu|£w.m—;
Jate of Waltham, deceas dy sen defliod to hisp

in wnefe Accounts to Lechatiah Weiton, of faid Wals
1ham, Adminiitrater on faid Eltsie, {n Qider for 2
peady Seutements |
N e Sa—————— §

JE the fubi'ﬂlblh‘ht{‘-c appointed Commulr-ecy
h{ e f1ah. Jotin Whihrop, Efgs Jidye of Prgpe

pate pf Wills, &e. for thy Couuty 4f hlrldteies, ra

well receinmended, . .

- -

10 the eltateof ) MasSwan, Iaes of Waltham,
reprefepted |aivlvent | aad fid conih by al
Ut the faid grediters (or proving thtr desjs meilla
iva notler, that ste fhatt gttend thet Seotaady, arthe
oufeof Uapt, [fazc B)esdin, Innkauder bn Wyt
ke TaflMIopday of shis andd the fire 120 0wiay tnentar,
l:.uln l‘{‘-u to Sia Rf the, ;iosli.almu-.on., i
hpril 14, BOAUAM PRABGN, T o o0 0
377, .. Joun Crande. ]c‘“"‘“’ﬁ;"_'.".

< - e et
TAKRN wp ?’y Abrar Peice of Wylihem, bn th

Graat Road fn fald ‘Town, twa [ickete, and
Pocketoftank with foma fmall ey, dn it 3 which
thirvoer may, have sgaing by paying Chargey, -
o Juee ad, azyn L

[ T p——
!

- A4 L L purfenethathare sny deminds on the eitsy
of Mra, Elizsheth Webh, decens’dy and ﬂma
wiia sre indebred tothe Laid eQutepare difired 1o fettje
the tame with Willlam Blair Tawndend, Edfy Iala e
sgutae of her laft Wil and Tekament, .
Dsilon, June 1, 1737,

—r - PRy,

ZESERTED ftom my the fubferivtrsIn caprain
Ounjamln Warrop's campany, calonel [chisbed
Aicen’s teglnent, one fumes Harden, 15 yeainold,
feer £ Inchen high light complection, bruwn hale, gre
tyo, born in Ireland, fomething packibechen, will
farcurt, s redi lent of Hantuckatm /A nguoe 1aad
Larnabae, 29 Indlangs §¢ years of sge, 3 patlve snd
dueljer 09 Martha's Fineyard,, whth 2 down josk; 3
froe Taches highs | Hid ou when he,peng Ay, in
pld red prent east] and other miean spparel.—=Wheotve
will sppypebead both or sither of fild Defereege, - and
delivey them tq tlelr, reglmont ot Fort Bo, 2, Camda
bihige, or conline them Jn sny posl) und-find werd (0
that they Mg, be b, diall bave RIGINT DOLLARS
Reward for eacli of them, and sll asceffary charged
paid by ne, o UILLIAM CURTIS, Licut,
2 Cnhbtfdne, Jane 81, 07770 .

 JWANTED IMMEDLIATELY,
TWQ Megrd Doyt and two Dlepto

OhM, liolh eighit ta tbieen yours of apsr,
) ¥ ‘nquin of :lu l::riﬂllf.

o .
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PrinteD AnND Punnisugp

T " T, =
vy EBENEZER WATSON, wear vuz GREAT BRIDGE.

»

{
> Bristing Offce, Hariford, April =8, 3797,
l‘nmfanblsj:alu nf{:: nn:-{l’-:in aof 1 .|7 ban
Eawa tha Priatsrinie an cabappy dilimma. He
gkt Aiag up his befinchi and Rafve bis femity,
oisls the wagee of his werkmen, snd the E:iu
Nowi<Pspor, and sther woske.  EHe bas hitkertn
iy sdhered o his farmer peicw, by which myses
puily feMarad in bis inwaraft, elpecially for

meke palt, while with incigastion snd far-
yr ks batiald the poweref nraclce,nad the infs-
o the timat, _But what'exs ¢! Henss

sgaind tha tzient of nppoefida dll Lis
jisghanded, 2xd sull aither cife in hls de-
rheanduced 1o beggaty.,  And s N right to
damenns 5t falury; 20d wark aa it woie for
whea svery aecefary cf lifets pmachafadaithe
sickd No; 1he baprers of puventy,
il od !:?m Hke 'an armed Jorce forbid ity the
waraleg wanes of his, family, tha-inebftible
stjare atd (ke rru‘ﬁm of felf. prafarvarles,
* Asshi peopls «ill met break tha fatad in-
i, by redecley |ha‘r.|u of things, be b com-
wnife the priceof hs wetk. Tavder Slil&a{
ikt ar the Hiws paper, aud oiher work:
low arhacan guﬂib‘r aford i, 28
refeat, {efyer. which the paper will
any ongofit's fza en ihyen nial-n.)
priey 3s conbitens with tha ugnlnhg' s %10
i e always has, fohe inesan il to adhear,
seded, or snord' wajverfally viclated, hi thisks
pfurcefable in'thk flep be hea wkie, sad thae
whin will bava jull ‘esufa of complaint. “Fhnfa
Ara who are nanillisg 1o camply nith thaabore
yiru defirgd ta fuad their xames lo shie Trinter
i1 ibtes vrenks from this date, (as which time the
shoration will 1ike plzre) that okeie FT"
Hiflop, oiharwils thay will be cuncinued 1o thewx
e bumble fervant, B. WaTion.
. Thile_perfons who fead their asmeria the
bowr; difiving dhelr pepun may be difcontindrd fn
Bitsincs of 1he 1boye sdvanifomeat, tre rigoefied
ﬁd'i:"!‘i'c' find 1hs taowsy for thafe shey heveal.
" u‘?r in gewsral wiry ralfid in thair prices abest g0
niky tbe Regulacing AN,
it donepi ofibe P U B L 1 G,
fhugerfied thot fuch sidis o¢ cany shy Goa-
tlic2),Cawrany, 2ad otkan, on public bullmfi
it tawn for theFatere call at 1he Pol Office,chat
ki which semain for perfoss adjecent mey
ilaedy capvagsnze,  Two's:Hicroevr,
ftlid, May g, 3777, .

e W 1 N E 5.
1i04,L15B0N, TERERIFIE & RID-PORT,

1 To oe Sdrp
DEBENEZER DERNARD, jun
" ia Hanrrorn,
Halltmantal INDIGO, of we beit Lird, to
by fiid by JAATHER and SMITH, in Chiil
Alrter, noar Jrha Pomepap™, Suffisld,
HIRTED fram Gapn Jtha Disuard’s compaag,
Sl Weliy's segiment [1me time fizer, Michsel
5"{:':; yooes cf gty 4 frar 4, inchen*high, dok
jitrowd hair, dask complesion, Jacob Evem,
Mvafage, 5 o1 @1uzkt " igh, Wghy halt, gray
P 'fi\t tompirzlon, Thomzs Gardidr, § fast 10
FENEY, 27 yoaus of age, has had she (manl puz,
:]'E' pock or fear ovnr Ko rizhi ape.  Whiever
Skeep thim sz either ef ther, end rctomm than
\Il’"ﬁmm, Mall have Gve doflass reward Firaach,
tlatcafiry ekarges poid, by
Tusopont Woovzrinae, Liml.
‘-!.f._"-f'rﬂ. Anril 28, 1777,
AKEN tis Ly t3a Inblaiiber, a broon LIIONSE, »-
g veans ld, s uisl pecey, aenr hied Dot
18,8 e whiie {208 o hisuole, 20 brend,  Said
vl fouad §i tke febiesibiers pafleie, The ovme
:f'E"l! t0 pay charges and ml:cwhid tod krap
el Rrijau Woorwourrtu,
\_r‘&"‘l'. May 3. 3797, .
NEXTE D team the fableniber 1 she 3745 uit,
r""i‘ jod zad white COV/, pboot B yens old,
M7 wif] 1eles fa1d COW azd vetumm ber toshe
Yilbar halt e bendforsty. rawsrdud.
JOSEPH COIT.
o

Conneicus Infurance-Office:
HE public ars berihy informed, thas thees is
kapt by the fubfcribey et hig houls ia Wethin.
fisldl, naxe dees wo hwasating-bouly, 3o Invasecs
‘Orrics-—Thy axderweitarsses L6 Samvrs
Hucowmt, Japu Broows, Junesian fravr aad
ossru Wenk, Anygastlenianthas want 1o have
nfurence szads, may apply o any of the above gea-
tlemen, vr 10 Dansanas Daans.
Aprl a8, 1777, -
Jeit ponilfiod, axd to be fald by W5 Eilnier Basnoh,
Pajcs ONE SHILLING.
The Reafone and Defign of public Puniflunents

ASERMON, |,

Dalivered hsfore the People who wats callsfind to ke
0] EXRBEQCUTION

os
M OS5 ES PUNDE AR
‘Who was condamued for HIGH TREASON sgeiaft
vihe"Srarz of Conmndortcur, aad szscuind
Muereh soth, A.B. 77

D NATHAN STRONG,
Pailer of the firft Chusch ia Harsrorn.
Blovdy avd dnitfol Mrs foall eyt Tous oot Lalf ibiie Daye,
A_l..l.. perfo®h faebted 1o the febicriber erd dabrid 1o

makelnmediste paproeat, 4 he daGgns facs (g0
abroad, and is uscarceln whea he fall tetora, sad
flenduin ased of his money 12 f‘bﬁ? spoa.

. o HESE ROOT.
Hivlerd, May 3, vy,

THRAYIZD cr finltn lsom the Iublczlber ut
Naw.Lehnon, is Albiny connty, on the 18thnf
April 1, 2 MARE sad 1we COLT'S, the mara of n
dun colowr, ten yoars old, paces and.wrets, the calu 2
yoars ald this fprizg, oae & dark colowrsd by, the
athee & mots light Ely, o whita flssek in Ris forebesd;
batk of them horfe,colis, pace. and var, Whosvar
will take up and fond (bym tqma 2t NewLebanan,
18d find me ward, or advardfs them
iv abe [fanford papez (o chat [ =ay 6nd tham, Rusll
kave 5 dollics roward aad all nu-'&uy chasgis paid,
: Asante King,

’le Labsaon, May 3, 1747,
Aﬁ:unlr Irocs (ba ubltyiber, liviog is Coreniry,
shoey the £ift of April L8, s oppremtics BOY
asmad Samaei Leiag, jue, ha o abontr g ficr 4 or 8
inchin high, fomething fleadar bullt lirpe Lluo eyes,
& vary wlde mouth, braed fore 1aoth, t much but
lisile fedfe, kad cnand ivok itk him o butcrentco.
lonted cont and waj { lemhar L tes, check'd

. Aasnel thiny, main'deslecred ot klagy, bikck bosker.

chiaf, & white boatiog fhirs.  Whovrer tabaw up fald
bey and retmrme kim 1o me the fabfcriber, Sull bave

. two coppans lanful mosey reward, oo chasgs: pald,

Srerusn Reciaanioy,
*1* All pesfoss dex foabid Larboaring frid Ley.
l UN-AWAY from the fablcnber in 10a aight of
the 16 h of Apsil, aNegis bay esmed LIVER.
FOOL; had an_s brows juckat, 3 blas, cap, blus
Nockings and eed veil ; na Gort thick l':lin-, abeut
18 ysnvafape, Whosvar will seke op and focure
fuid Neges 12 a1 hie meflee may have bim, fhall hava
FIVE DOLLARS reward, ead all resfumable chare
& paid by me bis matler, lvlog near Gallbary Fer.
nuce on the Oblongin Dutcbels County,
Josnua Daxdie,

" Aol 26, 1777

Al..l.. poriuns thal have ey BCComBta miti tes el
afireazae Naow, 1jieof Granby, decasfed, ara
sequafled pn brinpake imeto Wid. Phele Nifh, now
of Groaby, Adminiflrauixta faid cfage ; 8]l dndaby.
#d 10 feid sllate are defired 1o maka immediaie pry.
mant 1o foid Pyean,
MY 2, 1777,

* Cosmsllenty May 3, 1777,
Yrinthep o e 84 ilining. sfivvat
yam pirafi te infirt the fullwing odfievarhag in gonr
wfifil poper, prvkaprtbiy awill § f{ i Jirvite h}lh
publicy and sblife many of'yeur eanders, b.
i'!‘-h’wiih pain [ have heard 8 great deal of il
abautthe deprecistion of om papar carrescy.
The ‘arguaents coamosly mude ulewl, ngy the bigh

prices of geods and Iabour, ard sbe preferonce nkitl}
ton many peoplepive to 3 papmont b filver, poods, ue
rrcalfariey, toonw in paper Boney. Thafy teflilticas !

rocued figes hexell sad wall-meaning paorfone, the'

wzgran) and il.iafermed, 2ad femeilerss fizm eur
fociat and luiking anemies, whoknowing the impyr-
12060 of pug paper cuerency a1 1hi3 Jmportang’
fey aod docrery thinp in ilicir powsr 1o depra Ilih
lljlcn infiudt and cnlighton the Srf,and filence tha
1al, by # (yw srguments drswn from the acine of
shingy, ané founded on s3pekisace, 1 fuall think [
have cone the public fome forvice,

Thuie sigtwa caufes for tha dcpz}tipliu of bills
or.a papsr catrancy,  Flit, 2 want of credit or moand
of rwlempiion In tke emitierss Secoad, z fand or,
groatoumbar of bill smitted. Tha fff admine of ng
reardy, snd mull, 9eredly net qnlj dupreciste, bul
anniblilate a enrren, o il feppornd. The Jait fs ae
mors izcidenc 1o 8 ppey than to 6 gold e filver cor.
tancy.  Lvery man vafant s hiticry, knoms, thel
finca tho Lifcavary of ouh-Ametics, sad her mizer,
the valas of gold und Giver Hind sk in Earope
a thouiznd pey cont,ucd she price of Ixbour ard
&c. rofe {n 1bs (ame piopériiee: Tt v agreaable wo,
the coutle of atute, Itnumy thing fould be valand,
ip proporilea tafis fascity er pleary,  ‘Thh holds af
wali with 1sfpaf to gold,or filver, and pracionsitongs,
B vvery thirg'elle, - - . : e

That the fit caiele of depraciziion, is not, nercax
hardly ever bethe cafowith Amstica, mhits uséongus:
ed, sad uafubjefled o'z Riacign pewvar, mak boevie
dext to avery man of fenfs, it . i

When wecoslider the immezfa refewces of ihiy
exiocfive continent, oIz, 1ha lale acd quit rents cf
a8 alewoll fafigite quanviy of pew lends, 453 detieras
sifiug from car sxisnlive sxd Irea tade with wevery

et af the worlil, and the mefi medesate 1aics or 1azes

iom & nuzercus snd almch Inénitely oucracfing peo-
ple.  Whetamszing fums of pspar cunancy, map
a1 thele Biates radcem, not only ‘withuit oppreffon;
but ovex witheafe 1o the fubjedl, .

I bave bgard it Maict Ly frove, whem [ have elwrpd
difgifud for the sffercdenS1bat im 1heis opisien, it was
Enur much the fame, nhether we weio axed by

ritain of onr uwa alemblin, for the peymens of 4.
erbitong debisy but T ihefe geat'ontn aze zot fof) to
rasfon sedcommon fanls, they muR sckogudidpe g
vary groatdiference berwizi the xarien ef 2 forcipn
poncr, shofo intercfl Tt ic ta tax ned rprrefs aa for
the prrient of o dabr, In she connzllieg of which
we bave bad no voice j2ad & tsxatlon enséled for ihe

payeeat of car own debu, by aw 1Tombly of repies
1anistives, whofo Jutsrefls ase waturelly blended with
that of their cosfiitsanis, end whireaedl bare 4 pro-
portiasabis-fhare in cheir burdany..

I kasw shat 146 notion of a deprreiation haz taken
its rife frem the high pricem§ geods, ozczfivnéd by
theiz fearcity exd tbo rifquezad clerge of imponing
sbem g but whenaver tha tasfer are semevad, snd
poxde becoma plenty, they Bill et covefe ek in ikile
value ; efpacislly.vrhen weconfider that thai eben.
dunge of money in every bedy'alands, eceaboned |y
thofe copicus swiffions pecy finay to casty on aed for.
port the war, Leing faonchad r.ut in trada, money wfll
than becememoravere, ad tilein obfmerdan in pre.
pertion ta i fiarcity, '

A ta2 the febema of fupperiing he money asd yo.
gelasing vbe pricea cf thinge by pened Anu.er, it wl-
ways bes and aver nill be Fmpll icsble ina fria coune
1y, bucanli so Jaw cas be fonicad o Uimie o oan i
(1) ruu!ul'c of difpulal ef preperty, but whet mouit
infilage thofe priaciples of Illmn"fut which ve ned
glerivilly Bghting. 1 am vary ferEbleefike kndilop
of thele whefs wrgesars Aatad by Jtw, fo 0 winnded
sheitfarting wi hothen,nhich s 1hs eafz efthe aomy,
buglet us matsemady thatincotvaaitncy by a preate
ar, 1k infiisgemect of fundsmengal prieciplics, Cord
wainly Lt iv in obd power of therefp&ive logillatarer,
at the sxprace of the cemmanity, o fuppar tih¥ frmil
liesof the faldlery, duriep the war, B3 8 piict [1oper.
voned to their woges, ted &t ths cud of ke war, they
will have as rqual chance with thelr fallow fuljed,
This will m:d'{ the chlef faconvanisncy wifieg bord
a feartivy of pocds and.s pleaty of maswy, witheatea.
crozehiagupon thaleantusal end apalicastlo principled

* af libasty ned prapezy, ohich cughr alwapy tebi 64

ciad and invislable ia o fiee conniey.

erith,”
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STATR of CONNLECTICUT,
In the Houss of REFLEIENTATIVEL
FR1D A Yy May 25,
R. Hepliny, at an earlyTday of the fcflion, noved
for leare 10 Lring in a bill for ncmftmn he
. [and of inhabitants of this flaee frnm,lnelnql‘n  dor the
Pa;m:mof taxes,  Lewe being plvems when the bill
tame befare the boufe, many objefliona weee raifed
sqainit the form and provificns of iEthill,  Upon this,
hfr. Hopkins moved £rln\—e 1o talidback the bill, and
that 3 comymittee might be eppalnced ta draft 3 Lill more
agreesbic tothe fenfe of the houfe, ‘Ihe motjon was
Tnted—a  comnmitice appointed—and a  new bill
Emu; Tiein. ‘The fubjeft was debated at feveral times ) the
principal abj=ftione spainfl itivere, tha it would grestly
impede, and in mapy cafes dofoar, the colleftion ol taves §
and that it woutd afford po fubitzntial rehief; becaufe
ihe hapdivip of being irprifoned fur taxen, I quite a0
great as tharolKaving ons’s lanuicld, When the hill
wasput lo vote, fesesa hand was Lficd apilnFits

avoar,
4 WEDNESDAY Myin
Mr. Peier Dabkley of Celcheiter, mased for leave to
bring ina bill for a tendiy-2@—lcave was iven and the
kil Fald in. Upanits bieing propeled w havs thit Lill
confidered 2t the (ume time, with ot whicls Mr, Gillet
o Sliwon, was to bring in for 2o emidion of, paper-
* meney .
* cJ. Tlinman wifhed tohava this U rzad naw 1 for,
" tohave buth read 2t onee would give fo great 3 fhock,
thac the hon’c would not be able to Learit.
* Maj. C. Pheips f.::rulul the menon of having it
ead, and :::rm:n[ that it mighs be alignad for confidera.

tion in the afterncun.
. Davenort mentionzd that the bill had been loog
In azitation, and hud bieen landed round to the members
Cof the haufz, o that thay were in general acquainted
with it s hesherefore movad cho huvls to take it it
» amfderaiton unmdiazlys c
Mr. ‘Taylor thoughs that, a3l
the ateempt fhuuldd bz made so bring them )
world 25 unoe 4 bue he perezived they would be il

» barn,
* " Col. Wadfworth hoped they might be fo marked, thue
the houfe would know them a part.
Mr. Davenport's motica bzing feconded by fiveral
extlemen and the mction fer afiguing being withe
rawn, \he houfe proceeded to the confideration of
the bill.
Mr. Peter Bulkly fahd that the bill ought tobe trested
ferically and not {zu hed ows of the houfe s that ths
Pates round wabud nuﬁ: fuch laws to (ecre theirioha.
{ bitnee ¢ that the peapie of thefe fatds could Litl cullelt
tastr debiy of us: thit whena man offers up oll to his
soredlsers, itis wron? 1o 'quir'lﬁm him ¢ thag the bifl
pught 10 e firly treated : that, 17 there wezu mittalies
in the bilt, thay ought 1o be alteredt that F:g:p!e ohroal
Jid expect, they (hould do fonsthing of thks fiture : and
“(laat he withzd the yeas and nays might be 1akea,
. Mr. Webb was in favpar of the inll 5 becaule Jt po
J1 out of the posser of credisurs 1o toreacat poze debias,
Mr. Welon,  Mr, Jpeaker, [rive with diidence on
the prefent fubjeét. [ ant feufible 1ihall have to meet all
d-.elleniug znid eloquince oF this heufe. Chefe will be
* againit mz 5 yet Ipicpole talauncl out 130 0n nabeasen
resd, [ teutt the importapse of the fubjadt will lead
the houle 10 hear gne with patfence, £ fhatl confider
this fubjedt in the fut place as it refpeéts our coutlip.
i d 1aws 1 and fecondly, asit rldiesto the reag.

Tion an ¥ {
nersof the people,  The greatlegiflator of' the unlverlz

E:wc his antigmt people nat anly 2
b alfo of ciril and pelitical Bw, ‘Thatyplas of gesern.
ment was papufse m iemecratesl, Although the
gorernment was the iettitunon of God himfelf ; yet the
continuance of it was to be Yy the poople,  Fur this
puipoie an equal ditsibution uf prapaity was negeffary.
W may as well think to 1eperl the gr=at lawsc
tradtion and giavitation 3 a0 10 think of continving
papalar goverament withuus a fued degree of equality
ameag Pig peopls a1 to thubpropery. Wy thelc Jaws
edablihed by iniinits wiidom, ulury wis prohiblied,
pnd lands wete 10 reverg 1o their !
endof every iy yeass. When the praple broke aver
¢hai= yegulations, nud added feld 10 field 3 the pig.
phets pressied eepentance . lllﬂ{
o undce she heavy burdenyety lo
prilouci—to braba every yolie—an
ulrce. Mmo levuytake up oor colledling Jav
e whigther shey agree with thefepreseptss [ uc

r

didtate tothe members of this ]
arey they ate well kuowd, ‘Thecrsditor wanta to get
judpment ; judgmoent b ghren for liess and no notice
1o toku of the inanaer i which the debt zrefe 3 whether

he twa bill were twing, ' T
buthintnthe P

+

e

i
I

fyAzm ‘of moral faw, *

¢ laws of at- § ¢« nt, ard then, if Jarge enough, in the
ay There wiaald be the coit of atoiney- witnclez,

.
i
.

{oiner cwners at the ¢ various anid

exherted the people  uon.of cath
ce the bsmls of the | conftemly cheulasds
dto lét the opprefizd | tathe amountef ahundred poends, Dt this
o9, and  prevent the benefiz of o frez circalation | jevould pus
ed not  Atop toalf ind
oufs what tezfe Taws + There is no

i Baina

e et
—=

T
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from an hanedt bargain, from inyvitable providence, or
from idlencf and bad hufbandry, When qrecution comes
our, the deobror isobliged to tden out iy perfonal eflase
tohe iold on execution.  bden w feeling avld the faley
itixto thema painful fight. ‘Tle goods ate fold low'y
sart b the debt It collefedy pad the coft is patd.
The debtor ¥ willing to turn au, kly cther eitats at it
jult value, Dut the ereditor will not tike it The
debtor mut b vora from hia fartlly and dearel friends,
and cartied to goal. there toba kept il he has paid
the wiermolt farhing. L mult &l his laed,
JAvaricions men (and round.  "Fied know the liorrors of
aprifon ¢ and, tlot rather than haar them, 3 man wil
doany thinﬁ. "I'he land snuik P2 fold % very litte
and then the debtor may faeai out of goab,  If we
would only divelt ourfelves of o1 prejudieed, we fliould
fie the unreafunablensfs of thefe tningy.

1 kknow that arguments will by ufed on the othzr fide,
They will fay that contrafts are ficzed, and multnct be
vichited j thar eredis foJwporrape, aed muth be maln.
talned, On the other hand, I {3y, jullice and righteoul.
nefs witheut goodnels of heart ire tyraany. Dut the
unehieial efiecls of popilnely and mercy 2re ualimited ;
weall ftandin need 5f thefe. ) have gose over Joms
of the arguments ¢n this fubjedt g will proceed farcher 3
and confider the bill 14 v rewsofpedlive view, 1o opera-
tpy upon pait contiadlals ¢ s preatett objefllon a.
painltie,  Hut I would 2k, What' can a man do mors
than refign up all that hzhae 2 e law of jullice nd
Einunals requites nomore.  As 19 theoperation of fuch
ajew uron Juture contradls, I thials itwoubd be benefi-
cial, ltwoold puz o check up'en seading snd living
extravagandy, It would eitabiih private credity be.
eaufe a man muft eicher pay dowr, orellablifha charaliar
of performing his centratts bonou-ibly. It would cfia.
blih publie credit ; becanfz poflic and private eredlx
depend upon eath cther.

Me. Cloysland,  One of theypentlemen who fpcke
Erden the Wll, wibat ks b la ke neyed Cerionlly,
{'nin wills hirn i shis wilh 3 Loy open firiows prin-
3, Lam apataft the blll.  Coatrattiarefniows thingss
and moral honefly requizes a3 fpecitic performance of
them,  Leet us coafuler the gafe of two individaah, who
entce into a3 ceatrall,  They know whee theie agree-
meat §s ¢ they know thatthe law enforces it and cach
of them volunarily fubjedt. mlell ta the coafequencss
of his inability to preform.  Jtir teues thers are dif-
atdvantagesin our precent (yftems of lave,  Nur can e
ever eapeft they will bepafedt, fo |0ﬂ§ 33 humzn m-
tere continues the ame, s ethe ddea of an equal
divifion of property, it nevsrean be reduced to pradlice,
We, hawever, come 33 ncar to it a1 wun be cxpedlad,
There is a free circulotion of prope-ty ; when the owaer
afan cftate dies, it 33 divided smong his childten ;
When the profule and extravagant fgmd their .cates,
the.induttrions 2cquireshent, 1 this way and Ly fuch
meany, there is a fushicient equality among the people of
this tate, Dus this bili woold not anfwer any foch
purpofe.  Tha ftate has no right 1o Interrers with pat
contrafly 5 snd take away one man's moacy, and give it
10 aapther, becaufahe fandsinneed of it This billwonld
be atenled ,with1be difsdvaneage of) H!ﬂ_:ﬁ the prices
of anticles,  Suppele 2 man has llock which he would
fell 3 he dots notknow what propesty wauld be pat off
o hun §p payment ; he mult demand 2 bigher price.
When that propersy iv appraifl of to Mim in
papwents i the 3ppidifera mean ta I.::er friltly to the
sgreemant, an iF they underttlic 1o arbinate, "1 will
produce nathing Lot coafufion.  As ta the I=flnin
of Jaw fuits, 438 bHl would he fo far fom it, !l:.‘\titwuulﬁ
fncreafz them,  Thole petions who would fecl the In-
conyenicness of this law, would contrive fme way 1o
eludz it.  ‘They wonld keeprous of the way Jo thata
tender coold not be madey or perhapy the tender
wauld be made inthe wrong place. “This woull occali-
ena difpare, 'The caufe st be tricd dn the county

fuperial eouse

and
fees,  Lurther, this billwould dettroy private eredit.
Thofe who lend woney zre gemcrally writher farmag
aor waders 3 they are not in acapacity to take in she
les which mighe be tendered tu them,
They fos what difidvantages the 1gw ubjeéls theat 105
and Jock up their mouey in thelr chells, afice circulas
it] cacccdingl{ Lenzhicial, Only one dollay
would in u thore tind= pay oM debu

ill would

ullry 3 itwould bz ruinous 1o the Oate
fuch Mimulus to indulry as what we
commonly call & medium, which is hard mooey.

Mr, Deter Bulliley. fpole, and repeased . much of

what hi fiad Gld befdig | which gave tife 10 2 difse
selatirs o the rules of thy houfe, - #elioa
Gal. Seymour.  In Eonfidering this fubjell; Mr.
Speaker, it I of Importance; that the bill be cloarly
vpderilpod. 1 will ajtempt to difeminate the conteata
alit, foasto make itinelligible. The firll claufe of
the bill makes all real andyperfonal eftates roceivablo
Inpayment of execations, [f the debaur effers it In
raynent, It {rto be appraifed off’ to the creditors, and
ali collefting officens; meaning fhesidls 2nd conftables,
are tg proceed lrwn!lngliy. Ry the fecond claufe, 3
1ender of realor perfonsl eflate Dall top the intereit
on all eontradte, ~ Afier the debtor has ‘made an ju-
ventory of all his cftate, and tendered it to kis creditors,
he is nee liable sojmprifonment. Al ratesor tanes,
whether das e~ the date, or town, fociety, &¢, arcoz.
cepted 3 and the perfon who owes, i1 Halle a3 hercto.
fore, [ am fecioully and concernedly Gppofed 1o this

I conceiveit, Mr. Spealier, tobe fravghe whh ruin,
1 highly respett tha geneleman [Mr. We[mn‘! for tha
ingenaity and folemnity, with which he weated this fub
Jeet. B I do ot defpair of convincing bim, that his
fentiments are not right, and“ennverting him 1o this
fide af the quefifon. IF he Deald no: be convinced,
I wifh him w rife, snd flatc bis obje@lons, This bilt
T wonld confidsr in @ moral pofiae of view 5 it relases, 1o
alt contradts,  Can the memben of this houfe Lay dicir
haads upon their brealls. and @y, that they ni{l flep
in, and nullify pail contratls, I cannct belisie they
swilidaie,  H ey Mionld, it wonld be, to ufe th words
ufagieat writer, 3 pin franr, It wouhl be impious.
1will not follaw the gemleman through the jewith hiftery.
Bot when way the law, which Ee mentions, pro-
molgaied ! Was it not, while they wece travellin
thigugh thewilgernea 2 It was 8 Jaw before they ha
hougﬁ: or fold, or even acnuired theie lands. It wan
alaw at firlk § there was notice, that there wouhd be a
{jubilec woce in ftty i ot and they contrafled ac-
cosdingly. [ aot MY Webon fmitten 22 ¢kl Be
mult he ‘convinced that Lhe isitance from die Jewith v
docs not jubfy us in interferiig with contrafis afer
they are mad., T bill, Mr. Speaker, woeld dryup
every fpring of istullry znd commen bonefty,  Je weuld
deflroy cur commerce, | not cur commerte now de-
caying 7 [ would adk tle facmers, whae thall we do with
the produce, when all nature is blasming atound us 4
and we haveour cattle {as [ faid ths othsrday) upona
thoufsnd hills, what ihall we do with the poduse of cur
farms, il the merchant i enable to receive i, Seme
are for difcouraging commerce.  Cutic al] vpefzy they.
Januethd meschane the agent, the £aétor, the feavane of
ths farmer # Lezuafee thz operatlon of this bill,  Sazp.
pefe that T ewe Maj, Phelps 2 large fum of money ; and
thathe heano farnt, but a ftore cf goods, In th= @GN
of thz year, when lie cannst take them, [ po, and
tender him a nueber of eatle and hores. It 31 more
ull 10 cut off at one ftroke one half ar three founhs of
is debt. The neigbbouring Rater, who have tried
fuch aflss are now under the clouds of puin,  New.
Hampthire has made the trisl,  The inhabitants of thas
fate cannot now paia credit for the finalledt articles
withus. ‘They are defpifed,  Bufinely i flopped, Ruln
foltows the bill, L ywould pather Caft my Eléad upon
the waress, than makefich a Jaw as this, 1 dare nae
dait. It woald deflroy like the devouting infecl,
§  Maj. C, Phelps. It is an fmportant maxim, that
, Wz legifluers thoold not malic laia, vnlels there bra
aezelfipder them, It ir popes for 1 1o enguize, what
wuuld e the operation ufr thuy blll ; whether it would
dogood oo hore ? One of the gentlemen fayy, it woold
prevent law.fuits.  Due I obiceve, Mr Speaker, that
there ixa blank loftinalis Lill, for 3 certain momber of
yeeis tobe jnferted ; it 2 10 exbil o9y Rora linsdeed
time, Itmipht preverit people from demamling sheie
s duesfor atipz.  Butit would be like damming wpa
fiream 3 which would caufe it to rife, and fivell, aml
fvoep all beforeit, "This Ll i unneceffary, 'The
+ people’inthls Hateare oot fo much erouded with faits
and executions now s they werdn the year 1774,
Ilence ) infer, they are not fo muciin debt,  lait no2
theti, from the incoaltancy of repoblican gov '
that fume 2¢c fer fach an ‘alteration.  This bill woald
take away all cordidence in dealing between man and
man. Wenzves can depend wpon any thiog, ifpii.
* yate contrady an: lisble 1o be alered h( the lepsidlatuae,
1t would eaccurage idlenef and prodigality, My deli-
or may be carelels and pradigal. This Jaw would
* mevens my calling upon him untid ke bad fpeut the
P 2 p
Phucllate, It would 1ake the whole

eater part of
E.:y me'.‘ and Ao would be ruined. Wiereas 3 move
¥

1]

ealonallo hing, fruan bis creditors would have awalud

¥
! }im from his icledreama, and fewn FEim tha neoclity
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2. THE AGRARIAN PARTY

(a) THE REPORT AND RESOLUTIONS OF THE COM-
MITTEE OF FIFTY

Working Man's Advocate {New York), Oct. 31, 1829, p. 1, col. 2. This
report was presented at a meeting on October 19, 1829. Though
handed in by ], C. Stanley, chairman of the committee, it was written
by Thomas Skidmore, lts adoption, according to Robert Dale Owen,
one of thie secretaries of the meeting, was without due consideration.

Your committee, therefore, feel that all hu-
man society, our own as well asevery other, is constructed
radically wrong; that in the first foundation of govern-
ment in this state the division of the soil should have
been equal, at least, among families; and that provision
should have been made (if property must descend in a
family line) that it should descend in an equal manner,
instead of having been placed at the disposal of the
caprice of testators. They even go farther, and say, as
their opinion, that inasmuch as the people resident on the
sail, at the first formation of our government, had equal
right thereto, as individuals, not as members of families,
so also had their immediate successors the same right.
But this has never been accorded to them; nay, even the
families themselves of the first settlers, as we have seen,
had nothing of equality existing between them; and, as
a certain and natural result, we see thousands of our
people of the present day in deep distress and poverty,
dependent for their daily subsistence upon a few among
us whom the unnatural operation of our own free and
republican institutions, as we are pleased to call them,
has thus arbitrarily and barbarously made enormously
rich.

But though, as your committee believe, it is to this
unnatural and unequal organization of society that we
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are to look for the prime source of all our oppressions;
of that which places over us task masters, with power
to require unrcasonable toil; with power to withhold
an adequate recompense; with power to deny employ-
ment altogether; and thus inflict upon us untold suffer-
ing; still your committee are sensible that this fountain
of your distresses is not to be dried up but by a revolu-
tion; a civil revolution, it is true, since three hundred
thousand freemen in this state have the power, through
their vates at the ballot boxes, to bring it about, without
resorting as most other countries must do, to the use of
the bayonet.

But although your committee are sensible that, until
a revolution take place, such as shall leave behind it no
trace of that government which has denied to every
human being an equal amount of property on arriving
at the age of maturity, and previous thereto, equal food,
clothing, and instruction at the public expense, nothing
can save the great mass of the community from the evils
under which they now suffer; still they are also sensi-
ble, approaching as we are the eve of one of our annual
elections, that there is an opportunity offered us of abat-
ing, of assuaging, of preventing the aggravation of our
calamities, by resorting to the polls, and there electing,
if we can, men who, from their own sufferings, know
how to feel for ours, and who, from consanguinity of
feeling, will be disposed to do all they can to afford a
remedy.

[Omitted: a lengthy argument against banking in-
stitutions ‘‘as being next to the original unequal appro-
priation and transmission to posterity of the soil of the
State, the greatest cause of your present unhappy Con-
dition;” an argument against the auction system; and
bricf arguments against the Brooklyn Ferry Companics,
the New York Gas Light Company, imprisonment for
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debt, and the gencral ticket system of electing presi-
dential electors; also a short argument in favor of a
single municipal legislative chamber, and in favor of
direct election of officials for short terms of service.]

With this observation your committee beg leave to
offer the following resolutions.

RESOLVED, that it has become the duty of the people
to enquire into the causes of their distresses, and to ex-
press their opinions in relation thereto.

RESOLVED, in the opinion of this meeting, that the
first and unequal appropriation of the soil of the state
to private and exclusive possession, was eminently and
barbarously unjust.

RFESOLVED, that it was substantially feudal in its char-
acter, inasmuch as those who received enormous, be-
cause they were unequal, possessions, were lords, and
- those who received little or nothing, were vassals.

RESOLVED, that hereditary transmission of wealth on
the one hand, and poverty on the other, has brought
down to the present generation all the evils of the feudal
system, and that this, in our opinion, is the prime source
of all our calamities.

RESOLVED, that these calamities have been greatly ag-
gravated and increased by a legislation which has cm-
ployed all its energy to create and sustain exclusive priv-
ileges; and that among the objects of such privileges,
banking institutions stand most conspicuous.

RESOLVED, that these institutions, as it regards our
own state stand constantly indebted to the public, ac-
cording to the best of our information, in the sum of
thirty or thirty-five millions of dollars.

RESOLVED, if they are to be suffered to remain among
us, that they ought no less to pay interest on the debt
they owe to the community, than that the community
itsclf should pay interest on any debt it may owe them.
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