Kinder [nstitute Summer Teachers Academy, 2019
Intro and readings for “The Lost Tradition of Economic Equality in America”
Daniel Mandell, Professor of History, Truman State University

Today the United States of America has one of the highest levels of income inequality in the
world. As a result of recent judicial decisions, the spending of corporate and individual money to
influence elections and policy is afforded the same protection as speech, and corporations are
granted extraordinary powers. While Americans cherish political and social equality, at least
rhetorically, most oppose efforts to limit the concentration of corporate power and wealth and
demonstrate hostility to progressive taxes that would redistribute wealth and services downward.
They view the individual accumulation of great wealth as evidence of talent and hard work and one
of the most cherished freedoms guaranteed by the Founding Fathers. But in fact, the United States
was shaped in part by a radical tradition of economic equality, and the notion that the health and
stability of a commonwealth depended on relative economic equality without extremes of terrible
poverty or great wealth, The common corollary was that an elected republican government had the
duty and power to maintain that happy condition. Our session will explore evolving tradition in
America of economic equality, from the Revolution through Reconstruction.

For centuries, Europeans had assumed that all power (political, social, and economic) was
connected, as reflected in feudalism and the emergence of absolute monarchs. Bt when the contest
between king and Parliament exploded into the English Civil War in the 1640s, some radicals
(inspired by radical Protestantism reflecting the Biblical Jubilee) called for all Englishmen to share
land and wealth as well as political power. While these Diggers were soon suppressed, their ideals
continued to have power through writings like James Harrington’s famous novel Commonwealth of
Oceana (1656). Those radical ideas about equality and republican government approached reality in
the America colonies. particularly New England, thanks largely to the land and other resources
“provided” by indigenous peoples.

As the imperial conflict between Parliament and its American provinces developed in the
late 1760s, “patriot” propagandists urged other Americans to preserve their “liberty” and
“republican virtue” by (as “Brutus” wrote in 1769) avoiding “the temptations of ease and luxury”—
i.e., to put the needs of their community ahead of their personal fortune. Benjamin Trumbull’s 1773
election day sermon in Connecticut (document A) reflects those concerns. When the War for
Independence erupted, there were widespread efforts to control prices and greed at the local, state,
regional, and national level, reflecting traditional concepts of the “just price” and more radical
egalitarian republican ideals; see document B. But at about the same time, some Americans began to
argue that the rules restraining free market pricing violated the Revolution’s natural principles of
liberty and property; see document C.

A. Benjamin Trumbull, 4 Discourse, Delivered at the Anniversary Meeting of the
Freemen of the Town of New-Haven, April 12, 1773 (New-Haven: Thomas and
Samuel Green, 1773), pp. cover, 1* page of text (67), 30-33.

B. Plymouth County meeting of committees of safety and their resolve, Boston
Gazette, June 16, 1777.

C. Connecticut Courant column defending liberal ideal of property, “To Mr. Watson,”
Connecticut Courant, May 12, 1777, p. 1
AfRer winning independence, Americans generally embraced equality instead of regarding it
as dreaded anarchy and saw their new country as the most egalitarian nation on earth. But at the
same time, they began to view capital as a source of affluence, vehemently opposed the creation of
corporations as a source of privileged power, were increasingly concerned that an aristocracy of



wealth could corrupt the republic and called for measures to ensure future economic equality. A few
even advocated legal limits on individual property; at least one state legislator even called for the
Biblical Jubilee.

D. “In the House of Representatives,” Connecticut Courant, June 11, 1787, p. 1

There is no question that the new liberal ideas of individual property rights became
dominant, especially at the beginning of the nineteenth century, and that Americans became
increasingly willing to accept social hierarchies and the inequalities of wealth that accompanied the
explosive growth of cities and the rise ot mass production and wage labor. That acceptance came
easier as new state constitutions severed the traditional connections between property ownership
and political participation. But the older tradition remained and during bad times grew stronger, as
in the wake of the Panic of 1819, the first great depression in the country’s history. Laborers and
artisans in northeastern cities organized workingmen’s parties to push for reforms, and some
became part of the nascent socialist movement. In New York, a mass meeting in October 1829
adopted the following manifesto:

E. “The Report and Resolutions of the Committee of Fifty,” in John R. Commons, ed.,
A Documentary History of American Industrial Society, 10 vols. (1910-1911), 5:
149-151, hitps://archive.org/details/documentarvhistOdconum/page/149.

This labor movement was by the Panic of 1837, but soon new egalitarian efforts with similar
ideas took their place. This included the new interest in communitarian living, from the religious
Shaker villages to the Fourier phalanxes that included the Transcendentalist Brook Farm near
Boston. More significant was the National Reform Association, organized in 1844 by former
“Workies” in New York City, which renewed and popularized Digger agrarian ideals in supporting
radical land reform in their own state, and calling for a national law reserving free homesteads on
federal land for actual settlers, a limitation (160 acres) on the amount of such land any person could
hold, and a ten-hour work day for laborers.

F.  NRA manifesto in Young America, August 1845,
G. The Jubilee, “Plan for Restoring the Land of New York to the People.”
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EXODUS 1.8. NOW THERE AROSE UP A NEW KING OVER EGYPT, WHICH
KNEW NOT JOSEPH.

_IT will be thought strange, no doubt, at least at first view, that the preacher should
make choice of a Text like this, upon such an occasion as the present. The audience
will say,

What relation can the story of Joseph, and the history of the Egyptian kings, have to the
important business on which we are assembled? What remarks can be made on
Pharach's ignorance of Joseph, on his cruel oppresision of the Hebrews. or on his
despotic government of his Egyptian subjects, which can afford instrucltion or
entertainment suited to the circumstances of this free meeting?

However if we view the words more accurately, and enter fully into the story of which they
are a part, we may, perhaps, judge, that none could have been more proper: That no topick
could have given a finer lead to such sentiments, as are pelculiarly adapted to an occasion
like the present.

THE Egyptians seem to have been particularly haplpy, in along succession of native
kings, from the reign of Misraim or Menes, the founder of the kingdom of Egypt, to
the reign of Concharis or Timaeus, the twenty fifth king of Tanis or of the lower
division of
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Egypt, for the term of about six centuries and a half . During this long period the
Egyptians, (as did most nations in these early times,) enjoyed great freedom, noble
immunities and privileges. Especially, was this the case, until the latter part of the
reign of Thusilmares, the twentieth king of Tanis or of the lower division of Egypt.
About the thirteenth year of his reign Joseph the Hebrew was advanced to the office
of prime minister in the court of Pharaoh. Near thirlteen years after his advancement,
towards the close of that remarkable famine, which then prevailed over Egypt, and
all the neighbouring kingdoms, he bought the Egyptians themselves, as he had their

hups:quod. lib.wmich edufcgi/tUextext-idx Pe=evans:idno=N 10279 000 1 001 rgn=div | .views=text:ce=evans:node=N10279.0001 0013

120



G019 A discourse, delivered at the anniversary meeting of the freemen of the wown of New-Haven, April 12, 1773, By Benjamin Trumbull. A M. Pastor of the ...

lands and cattle before. From this time they became the serlvants and tenants of
Pharaoh, and their former privilleges suffered a great eclipse. They now held their
lands of the crown, tilled them for Pharaoh, and gave a fifth of their increase, as an
annual acknowledgement and tribute to their prince.

JOSEPH, who had been a father to Pharaoh, and to his subjects, seemeth to have
supported his character, not only during the reign of Thusimares, but also during the
three succeeding reigns: and to have been prime minister, in the courts of four
princes succeslsively, for the term of about eighty years.

THE government under his administration, seemeth to have been wise and gentle:
and the people, though abridged of some, yet had many privileges left them.

THE great abilities and integrity of Joseph, with the eminent services he had done in
Egypt, rendered
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his name and memory dear, both to the princes whom he had served, and to the
people whose saviour, as well as ruler he had been. He had advanced the crown of
Egypt to a state of grandeur and oppulence, which, before this time, had been
unknown in that, and, perhaps, in every other kingdom.

LONG., no doubt, had the memory of Joseph and of his services been precious, and
his name been honourled by the Egyptian princes and their subjects, had a
succession of native kings continued to hold the sceptre. Long, no doubt, the
children of Jacob would, not only, have continued to flourish, but would, for his
siake, have obtained protection.

BUT about fifty years after his death, the kingdom was transferred to a foreigner.

Now there arose up a new King over Egypt, which knew not Joseph.

That is, a king of another family and nation . This new or foreign king, is supposed to have
been Salatis, the first of the Shepherd kings, as they are commonly called. He, about the fifth
year of the reign of Conlcharis or Timaeus, led a numerous army of foreigners, (probably the
ancient Horites, whom the children of Esau, about this time, expelled from Mount Seir,)
against Egypt. They marked their way with terrible slaughter and devastation. The
inhabitants were slain, their cities and houses laid in ashes, and the country, unable to resist
the fury and valour of these bloody invaders, soon made its submission. The conquerors,
advanced Salatis, their principal leader, to the throne. HE knew not JOSEPH. He was a
stranger to his perlson and services. He had no particular connections
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with the Egyptians or Hebrews. He had contracted no particular friendship or regard for
either. How dear soever the benefactors and saviours of their counltry were to the native
inhabitants, it little affected him Their good services to a country, for whose welfare, he
cared nothing, could have little influence indeed with him. To maintain himself upon the
throne, to which he had waded through blood and slaughter, to reward his friends, and fix
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Ghingled nod Claphisneded, and to kive thiree Enteles.
tofs.wayt thrcugh the 'Usufe, & Gtiir-Cafe In exch
atry 1o be divided by Plask Partltioos lata Rosmy
of ae FFent fquare, with twrs Windwws [z 2ach Roum
three dquares wide ynd faur high, 10 by § Glafiem—
‘ThaFivare, to be 131 wlth Dovbife Pigg Boards, ki)
whe Wurkmagfilp ta e dont in ibe phiniplanner,
and ali the Materials to by found and peavided oy 1ha
Spot ready 1o the Workzsin's asd,-=Suth Cacpens
teed 4o 044 fuclined to Guild-the Houfe slatdfsid, and
to Loard and fiad theinisives dinlng 1he Tone they
ate dalng the Work, sse defired ta {2nd thelr Piopes
s fesled up, wnd direéled to the Secretury of thi
313tz 2. Bgfem,. on or helore the pih .o July aext, -a:
sehich Timne the feveral Propalal will be cpensd agd
gxsminul § spd fugh Carpenter who's Tropofils are
molt realaneble aokbelt approved of, il beim -:Lh
atsly employed by the Councll al ) Blate to .i:.: L]
Watk, which.mult be dans, a1 (oon 9 pallible,. One
Maltof the daney will be advanced the Wukinen,on
their glving Uand te cémpleat the Carpentere, snd
» Jriners Wark, and the Reunsiader whea the Hullde
og iv Auted, . :
-

O T 1C Eis hereby glven 1o the Brethren of the
anclene and honorabie Saciery of Fier snd iice
c-lru-! Mafons, That thr Fetlivel of 6. Julio tha Dap.
‘Ii_ » will be eefebrasegd-on Tuefley the agth-Tultane, at
rot Mufew's FALL.~Tickets tobahaity Mthe Grand
Stewards az fald Hally or of the Grand-Sacretary, s
o*a Dlnner to b on the Table 2t Twe o'Clock.'ta,
By Gider of 1he Raght Woihiglul JOSEPI WERS,

£1Q)Y Grand Biser of Antieny bl-fanry dor it
Blaike ' NATIL. PEIRCE, G, 3wy,

Reftun, zath Junse, 1377,

WAH'I‘.I Employ, in themercontile\Vay, s }—nur}
M, thar writea a pood ifanid; andcan be
weil tecainmended, . .

Sl

« lequirz ot tbe Prlater. °.

| LY Parfons Indebited ta theEifate of. Jothyate m:

late of VYalihimy deceas oy are delind 1o boing

in intis Actounts 10 Zecharish Weiton, affid Wal,

thiam, Admlnilltrtlr on {aid Bitve, in Uider for a
pendy Senthemunts -

. ———— Y
WB the rulll“ﬂlbm_m{:; nrpnlqml Camnulir-ecy

by the jLak, Jehn fn: ey Blgs Judee af Pro,
pate pf Wills, &¢. 1or the Cpurity & Mildleicx, [

- tecelve god examisnthe claiaie sfyhyiaversd sregiigen

ta the titsteof | MuaSwan, late of Walthan,deacaa’d,
eprefepted Itfalvent | sad Gx monih beiu slfowed
sato the fald credlters lor proviag \isir 4 -
tre notler, that we alt 3eterd that bus
Eoufw! Capt, Haze Gleaicn, irahaider bn W idiim,
the TalMapday of his anid the five fallawiog mnepgns,
llKll‘! "{nio to 5ls ‘n\l'lb( _;in_qk‘..alm_unop., e
‘Ml 14, ananab Vainca, L E y
i1 . Jonx C:.nuu. ]c““’“'fﬁ;",’.“.

= — —
ARSN np ?‘yﬁhmﬁ Peice of \Wilthsm, bith
Great Rasd bn Hid "Twwn, tws Jickets, and

PocketJlank with fiene fimat) Blney, dn b 3 which

the Wivoer muy, have syaing by piying Chargey, -
Juae ady 27, L.

L LMpllfunuhzl tinvs any demands on the eltaig
ol Mra, Eligsheth Welh, decen’dy and lhal’i :
who ere indebied tothe faid eDatecars dedired to fetele
tha fame with Willlsm lalr Towalend, Eff) fale exa
tutne of ber Iaft Wil apd TeRament, .
Balten, June 24, uﬁ:

- g e

e w e e e

\ESERTED from my she fubfcriber,*in sapraia

cardufled an Losrd the Ghard-Ship, i

Friday lait 1le noted Colonal Biepben Ho'hnd fit

out fram the Qoal Jn this Place, for that §n Exeler]
Newllsmpfulee, undee 3 proper Gidrd,
e T MU s

i . Dachutys, May 31, 1973
N Ohedlence to aitetstye of the IIur-n)r.aghCnnuul‘l_
uf the £ad of Apell Lait, this bs to laferm ol cune
eorned, That Military Halpitals are eflabliflind fy
the Iha!m D-p-:,mmh st Danbusy, Inale State ¢
Conneéticut ¢ snd at Feb 2ill, In, the Sisie of New.
Yaork | Al Officers, Reglmeatal Surgeons or others;
are iherelere, requested (o uske Notise, that fich of ehy
Cuntinéntsl Trozps nnderthelrUnre, who thay Lappen
10 ful Bick at o near inofe Places, will be recrived Ina

ta the fefpltald and propesly murerdpd tos 1hqr M
porilculatly defirsd t0 fand Cenlficates dses b llng i
theRafulvd 1eferred to, end te repoct fich samsy bave
Baen bodt Jn the Cu’ of private Phyfichind 2nd Surges
bat 1d {he Ditellor n%gco fa thly Pluce,,,
) 1A4€ TosTER, 0, Had

2ol
.

fimin Wirrap's campany, éelonel Ichsbed
filian’sreglment, one fames Hirden, 1§ yeainold, 5
feer { Intlwlhllgh'll'g tcampleilan, bruwn Julr, gre
ey, heen in rnfaml.' fomebing pockibecken, wall
faveun'd; 2 2afi tent of Hanticket,m—eAlls gne 1fsed
Darnabtay, an Indiangy §4 years nf sge, 2 patlveand
dueller ot Martha’s Vineynd,, wlth s dorra Jook; 4
et Inchen bighe |, Had on when be, penp ivsy, 1n
ol ped grgat enaty and other mean spparsla\Whoever
whil spprehiead Loth ur sithey of fald Defertejs,ang
delivep them tg thels, erglmng ot Fort Na. <, Came
bridge, o7, confing thems fn sny Torls and-find ward (o
1ling they haay, he ad, 0iaf] bave CAGIT DOLLARS
{leward for €acli of them, and. sl aecriry charged
paid by ey o SYILLIAM CUATIS, Lieut,
- C-inlnfdge. Juee Ao, 0270 . S

L WAKTED iMﬁnDéa\TB!‘.“
TWQ Meged Boys and two Meprd
Olile, tialn elghit lo |Isl?|mnm of sges,
aquize of the Frigllt.




wr; -

Lt T

[
v 0

de 2

ol H 5 T
elrining the Trefeft ADVICLES,

o b oG ikl &
HARTFORD *

r -

R ot
INTELQI,GENCIE?IIIJ

- it -

r{‘ ,:

Both FOREIGN #hd DOMESTICH
. A i

l{‘,l’nm'rr;n A.ND Pustisuep vy EBENEZER IV ATS

i

O, wsan vus GREAT BRIDGE.
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~ Pristiey Offee, Nartford, April 28, 1377,

‘urul'nnhhj:‘nln uf {l'n assefurian of ?I}s [T
Lyin the Prlatsrinte an ashappy dtmma, He
iidir Alng wp his bufincfa and Nlaive his family,
Sitls the wagts of 83 warkmen, sud che price
G owi-Paper, ead othsr works  He has hitlorto
i sdhered to hls fatmer price, by which moam
purly feflaed fx bl latarell, cfpecially for

westhe paft, while wihih indigaction and fur-
| ko Eedeld 1k pewrerof nvatic 4 the infas
o Hleams

iof1ha timar. _Hut whet'can

(il syaind the tensant of opp,eficn Wil Ll
ihif cabnatled, tud mult wither tiiw in bl dee
i oz b reduced to bepgaey,  Aad o it right te
. ;i‘umm &l fufry, £8d work ms it waw for
jighan evesy nocedary cf ife is parchafedat the
rice ! Wio g ths bamers of poveny,
jlus ua armed fosce forbid it § the
peiming wawn of his famlly, she-imefiltable
umn agdd 1ke rpt'ﬁm «f full. prafarvetlon,
fln Asihia people will met braak he fatal is-
i, by redpclay sha nrice of things, be  com-
il @ 1sife the l‘it;!f‘h s wotk. 9;:-;!:;851 r
i, Weaafors, {ar bu tews paper, sad eiher work:
prilss, s 28 low 2y hacan paflibly affurd it, se
el 470 s prafiat, (efjarc which the paper will
Hagle thas wuy oneof it fiza on thy n&:cu.)
pricy s conGfteee with tha ud-lni:rn 1%10
"t be atways has, (o by messy 2l o adhear,
wided, or ot wajrafally viglated, b thinks
wfsrcufabile $a’ b Aep be has tokim, sad thap
nwill have jull ‘ceufs of czaplaint, Thufe
diifs who ate wawiliing to comply with the sbare
by o delired 12 fuad 1heir wames lo dia Priaser
bt (hieq wranks from this dugg, (st which dnes the
W aligention will sika plece) chas their papare
Vilopt, piharwils thoy will be costinned 1o dhvzy
hit haable feevant, B, Wariow.
0;Thife porfons swhe (1od their mamer’ e the
e, Lifriwg shiclr pepons map be difeoniinund in
maes of the aboye sdvenitiement, ae riquefied
‘:‘:'n‘ féad 1he taonsy for thefe they havaal.
'_EF?“'- gousral woure ralfid I skelr privee abmt g0
ot dy the Regulasing A7,
ithdpenin £ U 82 L 1 G
hngeifted that fuch ridire 52 cany she Coae
alica; Courant, »ud othars, on pablic buflash
Wistown for thefatare callat the Fo.Offica, that
Ml which semain for peefom adjeces) may
tlendy coaveynaze, Tuco s HiLrorur.
S, May g, 1777, © -

e W 1 N 5.
AGA, LISDON, TENERIFIES ROD-PORT,

I To pz 5dLD
PERENEBZER DERNARD, jom
] s Haerroan.

Watmany ol §
'bafald by MATHER aad SMITH, ia Chilft
._“_’.'_!wr Jrha Pomepay's, Suffisid,

MERTED fram Gaph jvhe Biruard’s compang,
AL Weliy's tagiment f3mo tize, hece, Micheel
E:'l;;:”uucfsg.e, 4 frar g inchesVhigh, dark
iz wn halr, dask complexion, Jecob Eveas,
(“"llhgc. 5 fist Blnskt " ph, Wyht haly, oy
g.l.ﬁbl tompiixion, Themas Gardtar, § fast 10
|-|‘=. th, 27 yoas of age, has had b (mman) puz,
;"‘]‘ tFock or foar aver i eizhy epr.  Whoever
aitep thim arcither of them, eed rclurm them
\}' tefimeke, Mall have fiva dollssa raward Faranch,

Hattsliep chasger poid, by
v ‘Tnzopant Woopoainaz, Liwt.
ifnd, Anrit 28, 1777
JAKEN g Uy tas tobiciibee, a broon HOASE, 8.
im g yeass 1, na mas pecey, nets hied Dot

% lnde white ot oo bisnole, 2o bieed,  Seid
Foein focad o tke fubfeibem pafloie, The orvme
Milrd 19 pay chargrs aad take hind end krap
';-'" 3 Kuijau Wootworru,
Worir, May 3, 1777, .

MRAYED fum the Tablenber ox she 74 uiy,
g'f"" yod gad whits COW, shout § yenss old,
anrerwi] ek find COW a:d veturn her toske

Wor fhatt b hendfomely. cawardad,

JOsEPH COIT,
P

iy

o

BIGO, of we bett kitd, ta b

Connellicue Infurance-Office;
HE pablic are boriby iaformed, thas thers s
kap by the fubfcribey et highoule Ja Webin.
Reid, naxt deor to themestl
‘Orrin1-—Thy wnderw:
Dzoous, Joun Broowe, Juzewrau Puavy and
#qumw:u. Any pratleman thar wani (o havs
alorcoce made, may apply toany of ibe shave gon.
tleman, or 1o Banwasas Deane.
Apeil 38, 1777, -
j-upumi , &nd 30 ba fold by the Prlnier Baieof,
Parce ONE SHILLING,
The Reafons and Defign of pudlic Puniftments y ,

A, SERMON, |,

Dylivered ksfare the Peopla who wera ealli@ud to 1ks
XBECUT!IoN

ag-koufe, an [L3vrarcs
nae Kottt Banvie

b E

or
MOFES DUNGBALR,
Who was condemued for HIGH TRBASON agaisht
vihe” Srate of Conndericur, sad executed
Merch sgth, A.-D, 1777,
Dy NATHAN STRONG,
Pailer of the itk Chureh in Hantrovn,
) 0 -
Blnsdy avddraritfil U foull wyt live ons balf ibite Dape,
ALL poloWt Tauabied 1o tBeabieriber erv aearad 1o
makeimmadiate paymeat, 80 he dabigzs foon w g0
abroad, and is uacertein when hs hall reters, sud
Handala nesd of his monny 13 Cublit wpon.
. R EdsE RooT
Hinlerd, Mny 3, 1377,

. k]
peices of geode and labour, aad 1he prefesance nbich
toomaoy pevple piveto n payment i filver, grods, or

azcslfariny, 1o one in paper @oser, Thefe reflifticns !

rocued figm hezefiand wall-meanin
pegtant sud il-informed, and fometlens
eerat and Jwkisg auamiss, who,knawlng 1
tanca of oug papsr cerrency it 1his Imporian
fay and dorery thinp'in ihelr powrs ta dapre
IF Tean fnfiruct and xligbhlon 1he Geftand filonce tha
fall, by 2 (sw srgumenys dismn from the seywe of
thiag, and founded on t:tpeifiace, [ izl hink [
havs dose the public feme farvice.

" Thue sz iwo caufas for the depr
ot.3 pepar categncy.  Flil, a masta
n' 1 1, ;. h r .

fofone. the'
licem our

;ciplin of bills

credit or masns
P

ike , &fz0d or
groatugmbsr of bills voliteds  Tho faft admlte of nef
reandy, and ol #Tedly oot n_nl! dupreciate, buf
aasnibitzte & cerrenv, so 3l fapporied. The lat ™
raore incldent to o peper than o, gold ve filver eor-
sancy. Hoery man vecfent in hiticry, knows, thef’
fince 1o difeavary of Sowsh- Amsries, 1ad har mizes,
thu valae of gold oad Giver Bavd nak s Hurope abere
= thonlond pey cant.and the priceof labour and gaols)
&¢, rofe In the fame pioparthes: It s spraeshle 1o,
the courfle ef natore, ttu-ury Abing thould be valaed,
in propeniiea 18 ji fearcity or plenty.  ‘Thia hiolds of
well with rafpafd to gold,or flver, sad praciowsftonss,
asevapy ihirgelfe, - - 6 } .
Tt she Airlt coife of dupracintion, is not, ney cay’
hardly ever hethe cafs withAmuiivs, while uréongusr.
ud, and vafubjedled 10°a Fasipn prwar, mif Lo evia
dent to every wam ol fenle, o . ?
When weconlidar the immende refewces of 1hiy

TRAYED ‘cr, fiolen from tba inbicrlber wt
[New-Libanan, 13 Albiny connzy, ox the 181haf
Aprillaf, 3 MARE sad two COLT'S, the mare of s
dun tolour, ten yean ald, paces and 120m, the colis =
yoats ald thh fpriag. oss & dark colosisd bey, the
athat & mote light bay, & white flresk in kit furehend,
bath of them hoefe,coliv, pree. and trot.  Whosver
will take up and fand thym 13 me &t NemiLibaacn,
o fecute them and fead me ward, er advertife them
in the Hurtford papesfo shat § may find thm, fisld
hare g dollies rowasd aad all lllu&uy chasges peid,
y Asaurt Kino,
Niw Labsaon, Mey 3, 1777,

RAN-Mur trom the tublcsives living i Coventry,
ahars she St of April lef, an appreatics EOY
agmad Samav] Evine, juz, b lasbovi g ftet 7 or 8
fachih hiﬁh. fomethirg Aeader buailt lerpu blng syes,
A vary wide muuth, brand fore teaih, l:fl:s uch but
Huila feilr, kad on and ivok witk hlm 2 batterest cos
lousad coat and waiflcants lenther beseches, cheek'd

. fisane) in, miz'dceloored Nuaklngy, Llck batker.

chizf, » whhie hunting Mirt, Whesver tabas wp foid
bey and retaras him to ms the febfediber, Mall bave
two cappars lanful mosey 1ewmd, no tharge pald,
by - Srernzun Ricuanpiox,
*4® All petfons aex forbid Lasbomring fsid Ly,
1 UN-AWAY from the fubfcniber in tas pight of
A the 16 b of April, a Megro boy named LIVER.
PUOL) hed on & brown jickst, a blus, cap, blus
Dockingy 2nd ved vell : iva thort thick FAlow, sbawt
18 ysmsofage, Whosner will 1ske up snd fecors
faid Neges £3 2y hie mefter may hava bim, Dali have
FIVE DOLLARS remard, cad all reafonshla ebar.
%2 paid by me bia maller, livisg near Galitbary Fuza
xacs on tha Oblongin Dascbeds County,
Josuua Daking,

" Aprll 18, 1777,

ALL prrivas that bave anp rccosels mita 1,8 cliate
of Byreazze Nasu, 1312 0¢ Granhy, dacesfnd, ars
requriled py bringake fimeto Wid, Pheie Nafh, sow
of Greahy, Adminiftranix o faid eftuge ; el) indebia
wd tu faid eltate ars defised 10 make immedisie pay.
meat 0 hhid Press,
May z, 1777,

*+ Cosardiient, Mag 13, 1777,

:;Sﬁrmrhu fngyoor
e

I M;. W;ﬂ}n. "
If yam pleafi to infiry tbs fullewing
sfiful pager, prebapribey will be of Jorvice ts 1he
Sodlis, and s3iifs meny ofpeur randirs, A D,
!.‘[‘-il’whh paia I have heard & gicat desl of nlk
thantthe deprecivtion of our pager correacy.
Thy'styumeats cosmarly masdy ufewl, ara; the bigh

exteafi izent, vlz.  the I3le azd quic rents cf
tn kol infisiie quantity of sew lends, 1ka devisaal
rifug from cor wxteafeys and irse trede with averp
ari 0f15¢ world, and vhe mell mederate rawes or axey
tom 8 amarzus and almofl afinkiely encres fing pro-
pls.  What amazinp fums of papar currency, may
mal thels 5tcien radeem, not only ‘wivhuet oppiclon;
buot avea with vafe w the fubjedl, .ot

Ihave housd it faid Ly Leeve, whem [ hive slwepd
difpifui for the afarsbenSrbat ia 1heiz opinies, b was
Ellllr mech ke fame, nhrder we werg tazed by

ritsla cr ony awn affemblios, for ke payment of 9x-
cebitare debia buy i ihale gent'emen aza cot ol 10
rafon and'common finfe, they muft ackoowlecpe d
vesy great differsace butwlzi the xasion of 2 faseipn
Ponsr, whofs interell it s 1o 1ax ped cppishi o for
thy papinent ol & daby, in she conuz8Birg «f which
wo have had so voics g ead & texatlon enadied. for 1ha
payraent af cir own dehu, by aw 2T -mbly of repss.
1snuativar, wholo Jutzrefls ara uacerally blended with
that of iheir cooflitsents, snd whir eaefl bare 4 pro-
portiosable-fhre in cheir Lusdny.

I Snaw 1kt the notion of & deprrcintion has mban
its 1ifs frem the hiih piyluu l'd;-ndu, ozeefinid by
thyir fearcity exd tho rifquecsd clasge of izpanisg
them g Leg whonever 1ha tawfer ain 1emmzvad, sad
go3ds becomu plenty, ttay pill ed cowrfe fok in jhild
valee ; alpecially.whea weconfider that thei ehun.
dazce of money in wvery bedy'shznds, eccabuoned by
tkofit copicur (mifffons rueyflasy 1o canty on azd fup.
porsthe war, being [ouached rut in t1ads, maney uf:l
thia becememorerere, and 1ifcin afiimetian ia poc-
peetion 1o ity farcity, .

A ta the ichems of fuppertiog 1he meney azd 1a.
gulaibng the pricer ef thinge b,guul fictuier, it .
weays bie and avar nill bs impraltinable ing frre ccue.
try, biesufs so low c2p be framed ta |imit 5 an is
tha perthale or difpofal ef prepenty, but what ‘meif
s.r.f.g- thofs pristiplercf Iil:mytl’w which vo wid

glotiunlly Sgheing. I aw very fenbible'cfihn ardfhp

of thefe whefs wrgesare flacsd by Jew, fo 0 whinded
thairltszifog wi huthers,ehich inhe cafy of the mamy;
butlet us motiemedy thatiocasveslency by o prest.
ar, the infiisgemest o f fandamenial pricciples. Cerd
vaisly It da m (bd powar of theselpudlive dagillatares,
atshe expance of the commeaity, o foppariiht fipid
lins of chs foldiery, durisg tke war, 3t 8 piler propes.
vioned o their wapes, sud 2t tha cod of ike war, (hey
will have as 1qual chance with sheir fallow fulja,
This will reedy she chief inconveniency wrifizg by
a femeiey el pocds and. o p'eaty of mosrey, withowyea.
crotchlsgupon tholeantursland aontieast toprisgipled
¢ ool libersy and proparty, which cughr alwapy 19bs fss
ciad and dariulable fa's freo covniry, '

fiiee
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STATR y CONNLCTICUT,
In the House of RErnpscnTaTivis,

FRID A,_Yﬂ_}vh 5.

R. Heplins, atancarlylday of tha feflion, moved
for levrs 1o bring in 2 bill for exempting the

. fand of inhabitaats of shts (bne from be!an 4 for the
payment of taxes.  Lewe being ii_v;n'. when the bill
came befare the houfe, many objeélions were raifed
againtt the Form and prosificas of tie'ulll,  Upon this,
Ijr. Hopkina moved frnr leave ta talkeback the bill, and
that 2 committee might be appalnted to draft 2 bill mos
agreeable to the fenfe of the houfr, T he mazjon was
ranted—a commitiee sppointed—and a  new 1l
sl in. The fubjefl was debzted at feveral teaca  the
sincipal abjztions apsiod twere, that It wauld peeatly
impede, 2nd in many cafes defuar, the gnll:ﬂion of taxes

A

Lpelial, b

Patnrin sy HUD S O3 Aip G O O D W I N, wzdn 1

1k Brinbe.

s ST

Y T

v il

froman hanelt bargain, fron inyvitatlo providence, or
from idlenefs and bad hufbacdry, When ggecution voomes
out, the debtar is obliged to turo out N perfonal cflaze
ta he fold an cxccution, Tden i feeling avohl the fuley
iti 1o them a painful fight, The goods are fold low'y
vart of the dehy 3 collefted; pmd the coit Is paid.
The debior H willing ta turn ou, hs other eflats ot it
juit value. Tut the ereditor will not 1ske it, The
debtor mutk be tarn from his fucdly and dearctt friends,
and eattied to goal, there to bakept ull ke hay palds
the utermoft farthing. 1L mull fl My laed,
Avaricioss saen fland round. *U'iey koow the horroraof
a prifor § 3w, thot ragher than keap them, 3 men wil
do any thing, 'he land muil ¥z fold %r very lile ;
and then |ﬁc debtor wmay [aeaf out of goal, If we
would only dive unrfelves of ol projudices, we liowld
fie the unreak i of thele iz

amd that it would affurd no fubit
ihe hardihip efbsing imprife

prext o that of Kaving enz
was put (o vore, feates

Javour,
WEDNESDAY May o
Mr. Peier Bulliay of Celchesier, moved for leave to
brinp Ip 2 bill for a tendiy-a8—Idave was piven and the
bill bxid in. Upanits being propofed t have this bill
ronfidzrest at the Gaene time, with ave which Mr, Gilles
oF Slitrom, wastabring ia for an criiiion af, paper-
‘meney 3
b Cn{. Ihinman withed to have this bill read now § for,
+ sohave both read az once would give fo great a fhock,
that the houe weuld not be able to bearit. .
Maj. €, Plwip f..-cim!ul the motion of having it
ead, nd moved that it might hnr:mgnm! Jor canfidera.
tion in the zfieraoon.
Mr, Davenpore mentianzd that the Wl had been loog;
$n agitatian, and hed been landed round ta the members
Cof the houfe, 1o that thay were in peneral scusinted
withit  heherefors maved the bouls to take it into
« oundlderagion ainmedeilys s
Mr, ‘Tavlor thoupht that, 21 thetwa billy werg twins,
th: attempt thuli U= made to bring them buch intn the
world at once § Lut he perezived they would be fill
a born, .
" Col. Wadfworth hoped they might be fo marked, that
the houfe waohl know them 3 part. |
Mr. Davenport's mosion buing feconded by faveral
extlemen and the inction fir aﬂ‘:Puing betng with
rawn, tbe hoofe pruceeded to the confideration o
the biil.
Mr., Peer Bulkly faid thac the bill ouphs 1o be treated
ferioully and nor faughed out of the houie s that ths
®ates gound wshad made fuch laws o fecure theic inha.
bitants ¢ thas th people of viefe Ruds could till e:ll=2t
thelr debiy cfust thas whena man offers up oll to his
screditcly, i is wroas to inprifun him 7 thay the bill
ought 10 be fisly treated ¢ that, if there were miiltalies
in the bill, thay pught to be altsredt dhat praple brosd
d1d expetl, they fould du fomething of this teruze : and
“hae he withed the yeas and nays wight be takean,
Mr. Webh was in favorr of che full § beeaule It jae
Juouof the power of croditers to forment poct deleaun,
Mr.Wel.cn,  Mr, Specker, §rile nlth difidedice on
the prefent fubjedt, [ ap fenfible I all have ta meetall
the lexrming and eloquznee ol thit houfe. Thefe will e
* againft mz; yet Ip.cpofetn laonch out | Mnan nnbeaen
read, 1 toofl the imporsapze of the fabjelt oill leod
the houlis 12 hear sz with pasiesce, 1 hall coufides
this fubjedt in the fiut place as it refpefln our coultita.
tion and Jaws § and fecundly, asit reldtesto the 1220+
ners uf the peaple. ‘The peadegiflator of the univeele
ave his anticnt peeple nat anly 2 fyltza "of moral law,
Em alfo of civil and political law.  Thatyplan of povern.
tar on clemocratiesh - Although the
govermnent was the icllitwuion of God Kimtlf; yor the
Continuance of it was 1o Le Yy the prople. Fur this
purpofe an equal digribution uf rrnp:;t"," wat neeifary.
(We'may s well think 10 vepeal the fraat Jaws of at-
traflion and yravitation ; #9 ta thisk of cantinuing
popalar goverament without 2 prod degres of equalicy
ambag the people 39 1o thufproperty. Wy ihelc Jaws
cubhiled by ininita widamy, ufury wes prohibited,
and Jands were ta revesyto their fouper cwnens at the
endof eveey iy years, When the prople hroke over
thefz 1egolations, ‘ani added feld 10 fichl 3 the o=
phett preached repentance . |!:={ exherted the people
to undée the heavy burdense—to lo L
prilouct—to brzlé every yelie—ind 10 1ét the opprefizd
ulvee. Naw Jetuytake up vur collcding Jaies, and
e whether they agree with theie precepu, | nced not

ifor taxcs, i3 quite as
‘s lasufold, When the bill
hand was Lificd apRlnsin

L4

mefc was papu

didtyte tothe raembers of thly koufs what thefz luws
argy they ars well kuowd, 'Thecreditar wants to get
prient 3 judgimest v glaen for dim g and

ud,
L ke of the Inanaes in which the debl 2refe 3 whether

FIN

¥ kenuw that argements witl b ufcd on the athar fide,
"They will fay that contraflaare fiered, and muflnet be
violated 7 that credit fndwportapt. and musk be majn.
talned, On the ather hand, | fay, jullics and righteouf.
nely witheut goodnels of heast sfe rypranny,  Dut Lhe
tenefieial eifedls of goeelnels and mercy cra walimited §
weall fland.ig need 3?‘ thefa. } have'gone aver Joms
af thearpuments on thh fubjedt 33 will proceed farther
ani canfider the bill in n retroledive view. J1s operaa
Uty upon pait contaflads the; preateit abjedilon a-
gainitit,  Hot [ wonldadd, What' can 3 man Jdo mers
thizn refign up all that he has 2 The Taw of julice and
fsingnels requires nomarg,  As to theoperation of fuch
a law gpon futsre contradis, I thals it weuld be benefie
cis, lrwould puz o check ufm uading and, living
eatravaganly, It wauld eitab ih private credity bes
catfoa man mult cicher pay dowr, oreltabliflis charalter

ofe the bands of the

no notice

of proformiing his contracly honouably. It weuld cfla.
blith publie credit ; beesule poflicand private ceedic
Jepend upop cath cther,

Be. Cleyeland,  One citheyentlemea who fpcke
Girden the-lali, whbat b ot i
Tjoin with him in chis with 3 Loy upon ferious princi.
pfcs, Tasm agsisit the bill.  Coateailyarefsiious thingss
and moial honelly requires a {pecdde parformance of
¢ shem,  Letus cuafider the eafe of two individuals, whe

cntee jnto 3 conseadl,  They kmow what theic agree.
| ruentls  they know that the law eoforees it 3 and esch

of them voluntarily fubjefl. mlelf to the cosfequences
1 of his inalulity to perform,  Feis true, thers are di-

i, advantagesinvur prelent fyfem of lawvs,  Nor cin ne

ever expedl they will beparfelt, fulong 33 human na.
twre consinies the fame, s tothe idea of an equal
} disiGon of property, it never can be reduced to prathice,
| We, however, come 23 near to it 29 can be expedisd,
' Therz ia a free circulstion of prope-ty 3 when the awner
{ oFan cftate dies, it iz divided zmong his children ¢
When the profufe and extravagant fpend thelr efates,
theinduirions acquirethem. o this way and by fuch
myang, there s a jushicient equali:r amoug the people of
this date, Dui this bill would not aufiver any fuch
purpofe,  Tha flate has o right ro imsriere with pat
contrzfly ; and take away one man's maacy, and give it
toanother, becanfahe ftandsinneed of ft. This billwonld
be atenided ,with the ifadvantape ofraifing the price:
of articlzs,  Suppofe 3 man has foek which he would
£Il; he dots not knew whae proparey would be patof’

to hun bn payment 3 he mult demand 2 higher price. |

When tha property, it appraiftd off w him in

! papeaent, ifthe ] 10 U
agreement, o1 il they undertake 10 arbinase, i1 will
praduce nothing bt cosfufion. A to the Jeflenin
of law fuity, this bilt would be fo far from ir, xl:.uinvuulﬁ

» inereals taiem.  Uhofe perfons who would fecl the in.
conienleness of this b, would contrive fome way 10
cludz it. ‘They would keeproet of the way Jo thata
teader could not be madey or perhapy the tender
would be made inthe wrong place. “This would occafi-
enp difpute. ‘The caui= mok be tried in the county
¢ ut, cd then, If large enough, Inthe fuporior coust,

an There wiaadd be the cnll of attoiney= © witnelfies, and

Vices, Lurther, this bill would deltrey phivate credit.
} Thefe who lend woney ere pencrally writher farmais
* nor tiaders 1 they are notin a capaciy to take in the
+ variony articles which might be tendered so them,
i They fee what difadvantages the |
) and Togk up their money in thelrclicly, 4 fice clreula.
tion, of cath s c:.cc:dingl{ ligaciicial, Qnly one dollir

conftzntly citcalusd, would in 3 bort iz pay aff debu
} tothe amountof a hundred poerds,  Ten phis bitl would
prevent the benefits of a free circulation y iewould puc
atop toall indullry 5 itwould bs ruinous 10 the fhire,
Therz is no fuch fmulus ta ||ndusu{ aB Wit we
commonly calf » medium, which & hanl money.

Ar, Deter Bujley. froke, and repsated ek of

.

|

abe foveed (erinndy, |

¢ app13ifere mean to [:ecr friltly 1o e |

w (alfedts tham 103

what he find faldbefoit} which gave rife 1o a difeeffoy
refative to the rules of the hotife.

Col. Seymour.  In Confidering this fubjedl; My,
Speaker, it jv of Importance; that the bill le clearly
upderilaod. T will agtempe to difeminste the canteats
afit, foasto makeitintziligible, The Al clavfe of
the bill mahes all real andgperfonal ellates receivable
Inpayment of execitions, I the Jcbior offees it 1n
payment, it I to be appraifed ¢ (0 the creditors, and
all colleéling officets; meaning (hesiffs and conflables,
are 10 proceed irnnrdlnﬁly. Ity the fecond claufe, a
tender of real or perfonal eftate thall flop the intereit
on all comradty, After the deblor has made :n jn.
ventary of all s cltate, and tandered it to kis creditors,
he is not liable sojmprifoament.  All raies o taxcs,
whether due t~ the slate, ar town, fociety, &2 are oz-
cepted | and ihe perfon who owes, 1 fiable as hereto.
fare, Iam fecioufiy and concernedly wppofed to thia
Teaneciveit, Mr. Speakier, to be fraught with ruly,
glughlr reipett thae geutleman [Me, Welwn} for tha
inpenuity aud folemnlty, with wiich he treated this fub.
Jeet, vl do oy defpair of convincing him, that his
femiments aze ot right, and"eonvesting him to this
fide of the queflion. If he [iald not be convincul,
[ with him torife, and ilate lus ohjeftlons. This Bill
T would coafidzt in 2 moral peing of view 3 it relates, 10

alt contraéls,  Cun she membera of this houle Ly dieir
hands upon their breath, and fay, that they .uﬁ fiep
in, and wullify pait corachs, I cannct Lelizie they
s wilidor. If they Moctd, §twould be, to ufe the words
afagieat witer, a pin franr, It would bz jmpicus,
' 1 will notfolfew ths gentleanan Ih:ouEll the jewith haftcry.
dut whee was the law, which be memioms, po-
maulpated 7 Was it rot, while they were travellin;
. thiowph thowilazraein ! Tt was o law beluge they ha
[ l.mugi'i: of fold, or even acquired their lands, 3t wau
alaw au St 3 these wasnatice, that thiere would be a
jubilee once in fliy R Y] and they contraBied sce
cordingly. Bz not M) Welon fmitten a2t thhi} Re
muit he convinced shat Lhe inilance from the Jewith suv
dues pot juhfy us in imerfcﬁnsu with centraéts after
they are made.  Thaiskill, Mr, Speaker, wocld dryup
every (ming of iwusley 2nd common honegty,  Jt weuld
deitroy cur commeice. I3 not cur commerce now de.
eaying ! [ wondd aZk the farmerr, what fhall ve donith
the produce, when all natore is blooming atound us ;
andwe haveour caitle (a9 112id she otherday) upona
thouland hills, what dali we do with the producc of cur
fapms, if she megchang is umible to raceles it. Seme
arc for difcousaging commeree,  Cutiz all upefzy they,
I3 mut the meychany the agent, the fflor, he feyvant of
tha farmer ! Let vafee tho operation of this bill,  Sup-
pefe that T owe Maj. Phelps 2 large fam of money ; amt
thathe has no farne, but 3 dlore of geeds,  In the Al
of the yesr, whem he czonot take them, [ po, and
tender him a nucaber of eaule aod hordes. It is more
ult to cvt off at onc tiohe one half or threc fourths of
his debe, The neighbouring Latcy, who have triud
fach afts; ace now ueder the clouds of yuin, New.
Iampthire hasmade the trial.  The inhabitanty of thas
flate cannut now pain credit for the finalleld andeles
with s, Tlx:l{ are delpifed, Hafinels is flopped, Ruin
follows the Lill, [ yould rather caft my E::':d upon
tlle_wau:u, than makefuch a faw as Wbis. 1 dare noe
doit. It woald deftroy like he devouring infedt,

Maj, C. Phelps. Te is an fimportant maxim, thae
th= feaidlatuee thould mot malis Jans, Unlels there bra
nesefftpfor them.  Iv ds proper for us to enquire, what
weuld be the operation of thus bill ; whether v would
dogood oy burt} One of the gentlemen fys, it would
prevent lawafuits,  Due I obicrve, Mr. Speaker, that
there is a bBlank lek inhia LY, for a ceraln namber of
peais tobe inforted ; it §s to exill oalp fora lieited
tiwe.  Jtmight peeverit people from demanding sheic
¢ ducsfyr atimz,  Buric would be like damming up a
| fircam 3 which would caufe it 1o rife, and fwvell, and
fraep all before it, ‘This Lill js womeceffary, ‘Tl
peaple’in this itate sre net fo much crouded with fiits
and execulipns now = they werein the year 1774,
ifence ) inder, they are not fo muchjn dzbe,  Tade nad
then, fram the inconllznzy of repeblican governments,
that fome zre for fuch an alterastion.  “This bill woull
e ’"’“5 all cordidence in drealing between man and
man, Wenzves can depend vpon any thing, ifpi-
* yate contraély are liakle to be alered bf the Iefil]:uu:r.

1t would caccurage idlenefs and pmdigu ity, My debee
prodigal,  This law would

prevent my calling wpon lnim unekl he Dl fpeat the
greater put of hucllate. It would 1ake 1he whole 10
ey and hg would be ruined.  Wherras 2 mme
fosfonabla hint, fecan Dis creditors woakd have awakud
{ Wlm from Kis icie dreams, and fiewn Lim tha nreclity

¢r may bo cavelef and

’
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2. THE AGRARIAN PARTY

(2) THE REPORT AND RESOLUTIONS OF THE COM-
MITTEE OF FIFTY

Working Man's ddvoeate (New York), Oct. 31, 1829, p. 1, col. 2. This
report was presented at a meeting on October 19, 1829. Though
handed in by J. C. Stanley, chairman of the committee, it was written
by Thomas Skidmore. Its adoption, according to Robert Dale Gwen,
one of tiie secretaries of the meeting, was without due consideration.

Your committee, therefore, feel that all hu-
man society, our own as well asevery other, is constructed
radically wrong; that in the first foundation of govern-
ment in this state the division of the soil should have
been equal, at least, among families; and that provision
should have been made (if property must descend in a
family line) that it should descend in an equal manner,
instead of having been placed at the disposal of the
caprice of testators. They even go farther, and say, as
their opinion, that inasmuch as the people resident on the
soil, at the first formation of our government, had equal
right thereto, as individuals, not as members of families,
so also had their immediate successors the same right.
But this has never been accorded to them; nay, even the
families themselves of the first settlers, as we have seen,
had nothing of equality existing between them; and, as
a certain and natural result, we see thousands of our
people of the present day in deep distress and poverty,
dependent for their daily subsistence upon a few among
us whom the unnatural operation of our own free and
republican institutions, as we are pleased to call them,
has thus arbitrarily and barbarously made enormously
rich.

But though, as your committee believe, it is to this
unnatural and unequal organization of society that we
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are to look for the prime source of all our oppressions;
of that which places over us task masters, with power
to require unrcasonable toil; with power to withhold
an adequate recompense; with power to deny employ-
meat altogether; and thus infiict upon us untold suffer-
ing; still your committee are sensible that this fountain
of your distresses 1s not to be dried up but by a revolu-
tion; a civil revolution, 1t is true, since three hundred
thousand freemen in this state have the power, through
their votes at the ballot boxes, to bring it about, without
resorting, as most other countries must do, to the use of
the bayonct.

But although your committee are sensible that, until
a revolution take place, such as shall leave behind it no
trace of that government which has denied to every
human being an equal amount of property on arriving
at the age of maturity, and previous thereto, equal food,
clothing, and instruction at the public expense, nothing
can save the great mass of the community from the evils
under which they now suffer; still they are also sensi-
ble, approaching as we are the eve of one of our annual
elections, that there is an opportunity offered us of abat-
ing, of assuaging, of preventing the aggravation of our
calamities, by resorting to the polls, and there electing,
if we can, men who, from their own sufferings, know
how to feel for ours, and who, from consanguinity of
feeling, will be disposed to do all they can to afford a
remedy.

[Omitted: a lengthy argument against banking in-
stitutions ‘‘as being next to the original unequal appro-
priation and transmission to posterity of the soil of the
State, the greatest cause of your present unhappy Con-
dition;” an argument against the auction system; and
bricf arguments against the Brooklyn Ferry Companies,
the New York Gas Light Company, imprisonment for
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debt, and the gencral ticket system of electing presi-
dential electors; also a short argument in favor of a
single municipal legislative chamber, and in favor of
direct election of officials for short terms of service. ]

With this observation your committee beg leave to
offer the following resolutions.

RESOLVED, that it has become the duty of the people
to enquire into the causes of their distresses, and to ex-
press their opinions in relation thereto.

RESOLVED, in the opinion of this meeting, that the
first and unequal appropriation of the soil of the state
to private and exclusive possession, was eminently and
barbarously unjust.

RESOLVED, that it was substantially feudal in its char-
acter, inasmuch as those who received enormous, be-
cause they were unequal, possessions, were lords, and
those who received little or nothing, were vassals.

RESOLVED, that hereditary transmission of wealth on
the one hand, and poverty on the other, has brought
down to the present generation all the evils of the feudal
system, and that this, in our opinion, is the prime source
of all our calamities.

RESOLVED, that these calamities have been greatly ag-
gravated and increased by a legislation which has cm-
ployed all its energy to create and sustain exclusive priv-
ileges; and that among the objects of such privileges,
banking institutions stand most conspicuous.

RESOLVED, that these institutions, as it regards our
own state stand constantly indebted to the public, ac-
cording to the best of our information, in the sum of
thirty or thirty-five millions of dollars.

RESOLVED, if they are to be suffered to remain among
us, that they ought no less to pay interest on the debt
they owe to the community, than that the community
itsclf should pay interest on any debt it may owe them.
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